Testimony to Senate Education Committee
Proposed Chapter 14 Regulations
Special Education Services and Programs
September 18, 2007

Good Morning, my name is Linda Rhen, Special Assistant to the Secretary,
Pennsylvania Department of Education. 1 am testifying on behalf of the Department of
Education regarding our work, in collaboration with the State Board of Education, on
proposed Chapter14 regulations which govern educational programs for students with
disabilities. To comply with recent changes in the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Improvement Act (IDEA 2004) and its accompanying regulations,
Pennsylvania must revise its special education regulations for students with disabilities
no later than June 30, 2008. The current Chapter 14 regulations were last revised in
2000, following the previous revision of IDEA.

Qutreach Efforts

The Department has numerous responsibilities under IDEA necessitating a close
working relationship with the State Board in the revision process. The Department
recognizes and thanks the State Board for its extensive outreach efforts in this process.
There have been multiple opportunities for stakeholders to share concerns and
recommendations. A series of roundtable meetings, public hearings and stakeholder
discussion groups facilitated dialogue and clarity on the issues brought forward by
various groups. The Department also wishes to thank all individuals and organizations
who have come forward to share their concerns; we value the interest and input.

Vision

The Department’s vision for the education of students with disabilities is aligned
with the overall vision for education in the Commonwealth — improved student
achievement and the opportunity for all students to be successful in school and in their
post-secondary education and career. That requires an emphasis on providing necessary
supports to students while continuing to provide training and support to staff, and in some
cases, identifying requirements for staff training. Components of the supports and
training include: a focus on the transition of students with disabilities from school to
adult life with strong interagency cooperation; partnerships with parents and families;
teacher training in assessment and instruction to insure that instruction meets student
needs and supports improved student performance; training for staff who work with
students with low incidence disabilities, including autism; and, training and interagency
work in positive behavior supports. Also, high standards for those individuals who work
with our most vulnerable students; an emphasis on accountability for student
performance; and, safeguards in the process are embedded throughout all that we do. The
proposed Chapter 14 regulations align with the vision.






