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PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 
 
The Pennsylvania House of Representatives and the Senate will reconvene on Monday, September 24 
at 1:00 PM.   
 
 

Senate  
 
On July 26, the Senate Finance Committee, chaired by Senator Mike Brubaker (R-36), held a public 
hearing to review a proposal (Senate Bill 1400) sponsored by Senators David G. Argall (R-29) and Mike 
Folmer (R-48) that would eliminate the school district property tax in Pennsylvania.  Testifiers included:  
 

 Jay Himes, CAE, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Association of School Board Officials 

 Richard R. Vensel, Jr., Operations & Business Manager, South Middleton School District 

 Greg Herb, Legislative Chair, Pennsylvania Association of Realtors 

 Thomas G. Wilkinson Jr., Esquire, President, Pennsylvania Bar Association 

 Joel Rotz, State Governmental Relations Director, Pennsylvania Farm Bureau 

 David Baldinger, Spokesperson, Pennsylvania Coalition of Taxpayer Associations 

 Alexandra D’Angola, Director of Governmental Affairs, Pennsylvania Retailers' Association 

 Brian Rider, President & CEO, Pennsylvania Retailers' Association 

 Michael Wood, Research Director, Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center  
 
Organizations representing school business officials and school boards expressed concern with the 
current proposal and offered numerous suggestions to lessen the tax burden on property owners.  They 
cautioned state lawmakers about “throwing the baby out with the bathwater” and encouraged them to 
consider other options such as: redistributing gaming monies targeted at seniors for additional 
homestead/farmstead exclusions; providing additional tax capacity (other than real estate) at the local 
level to balance out property taxes and income or other taxes; increase state funding for basic education; 

http://www.eplc.org/
http://www.eplc.org/publications_wpn.shtml
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2011&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=1400
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and revise the funding formula for cyber charter schools to prevent pension double dip.  That alone, 
according to the Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PSBA), would save school districts and local 
taxpayers $500 million by 2016-2017.  The PSBA also identified, as part of their comprehensive solution 
to the property tax problem, the need to adopt a special education funding formula that is fair and reflects 
the actual costs to districts incurred for services and the actual number of students served.  Also 
mentioned was relief from certain mandates that drive up the cost of education and keep dollars out of the 
classroom.  
 
To read testimony submitted to the Committee and to watch a video account of the hearing courtesy of 
the Senate Finance Committee, click here. 
 
 

House of Representatives 
 
Concerned that students lack a deep understanding and appreciation of how this country developed as a 
nation, Chairman of the House Education Committee, Representative Paul Clymer R-145, called an 
informational meeting of the House Education Committee on July 31 to discuss the teaching of 
American history in classrooms.  The meeting was held at the Bucks County Community College 
(BCCC), and panelists included: college professors Rik Booraem of BCCC, David Snyder of Delaware 
Valley College and Wilson College; and  K-12 teachers Janet Bassett and Chad Evans of Quakertown, 
Robert Schlegel of Palisades, and Matthew Smith of Pennridge.  Nicole Roper, a teacher at West 
Catholic High School in Philadelphia and a board member of the Pennsylvania Council of the Social 
Studies, also spoke.  Panelists expressed alarm that American history instruction is getting shortchanged 
as teachers are being forced to place greater emphasis on subjects that are assessed by the state (i.e. 
reading and math).   

                                                                                      
                                                                                                                       

PENNSYLVANIA BULLETIN 
 
The “2012-2013 Designation of School Districts to Receive Duquesne City School District’s Junior 
and Senior High School Students” has been published in the July 28 (42 Pa.B. 4723) edition of the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin.  This Bulletin reflects changes made to the Public School Code as a result of Act 
82 of 2012.  Act 82 of 2012 removes the limit on the number of students the Duquesne school district can 
send to a school district that has agreed to accept their students on a tuition basis and also sets the 
tuition rate for those students reassigned. In addition to tuition paid by the Duquesne district, it also 
requires the Commonwealth to pay $500 subsidy for each reassigned student entering grades, seven, 
eight, and nine in fiscal years 2012-2013 and 2013-2014. These changes to the Public School Code were 
necessary to implement the state board of control’s plan to eliminate the middle school program and send 
Duquesne’s seventh and eighth grade students to East Allegheny and West Mifflin school districts on a 
tuition basis.  The Duquesne City School District eliminated its senior high school in 2007.  Previous 
reassignments involved only those Duquesne students entering grades 10, 11, or 12.  Under state law, 
the Secretary of Education is authorized to designate two or more school districts to accept Duquesne’s 
high school students on a tuition basis.  As such, East Allegheny and West Mifflin were designated by the 
Secretary to receive Duquesne’s students.  The notice serves to inform the public regarding student 
assignments and per pupil tuition rates that the designated districts shall receive for the 2012-2013 school 
year.  
 
  

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 

 On July 25, the Pennsylvania Department of Education published the list of low-achieving schools 
that trigger student eligibility  for the newly created Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit Program.  
Students, who live within the schools’ attendance boundaries may be eligible for a scholarship 
through the new program.  The list of schools contains the state’s lowest achieving 15 percent of 
elementary and the lowest achieving 15 percent of secondary schools, based on combined math and 
reading PSSA scores from the 2010-2011 school year.  Under the new program, students who live 
within the attendance boundaries of these schools (414 schools in 74 school districts) are eligible if 

http://senaterepublicannews.com/committees/finance/2012/072612/agenda.htm
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol42/42-30/1416.html
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2011&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1901
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2011&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1901
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/school_services_office/9153/p/1202312
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/school_services_office/9153/p/1202312
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their household’s annual income is no greater than $60,000, plus $12,000 for each dependent 
member of the household.  For the 2012-2013 school year, the maximum scholarship award available 
to non-special education students is $8,500 and the maximum award for a special education student 
is $15,000.  
 
For more information about the Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit Program call 717-787-7120 or 
visit the Department of Community and Economic Development’s website at www.newpa.com.    

 

 On July 12, the Secretary of Education announced the induction of two student representatives, 
Emily Clark and Kevin Bates, to the State Board of Education.  Clark is a junior at Seneca Valley 
Intermediate High School in Butler County and was selected by the Pennsylvania Association of 
Student Councils.  Bates, who attends Gwynedd-Mercy College, was nominated by an advisory 
committee comprised of representatives from Pennsylvania’s community colleges, state-owned 
universities, state-related universities, as well as private and for-profit institutions.  In 2008, the State 
Board of Education amended their bylaws to allow for student representation.  The four student 
members, two high school students and two college students, are non-voting members who advise 
their fellow board members and are the voice of Pennsylvania students.   

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 On July 27, the Chester Upland School District (CUSD) reached an agreement with the 

Pennsylvania Department of Education and state officials on the issue of whether the Chester-

Upland School District (CUSD) will be able to stay open and provide services for students with 
disabilities in accordance with federal law in the 2012-2013 school year.  According to Public 
Interest Law Center of Philadelphia (PILCOP), the Commonwealth will provide the CUSD with $20.5 
million to eliminate existing operating debt, and an additional $9.7 million for the 2012-2013 school 
year.  To learn more about the settlement, click here.  

 

 Earlier this month, State Representative Mike Gerber (D-148) announced that he will not seek re-
election to the Pennsylvania House and is having his name removed from the November ballot.  The 
Montgomery County Democrat has served in the House since 2005. 

 
 

REPORTS 
 

 On July 30, the TNTP (formerly known as The New Teacher Project) released a new study that 
reveals that urban schools are systematically neglecting their best and brightest teachers, 
while keeping many of their lowest-performing teachers indefinitely.  According to the TNTP 
report, the nation’s 50 largest districts lose approximately 10,000 “irreplaceables”—those teachers 
who are so successful at advancing student learning that they are nearly impossible to replace.  The 
study attributes negligent retention patterns to three major causes: inaction by school principals; poor 
school cultures and working conditions; and policies that impede smarter retention practices.  “The 
Irreplaceables” report offers two major recommendations:  make retention of “irreplaceables” a top 
priority and strengthen the teaching profession with higher expectations.  For more on the report, click 
here.  
 

 On July 18, the University of Colorado at Boulder’s National Education Policy Center (NEPC) 
released a new report that shows students at K12 Inc., the nation’s largest virtual school company, 
are lagging behind in reading and math scores than their counterparts attending brick and mortar 
schools.  According to the recent study, “computer assisted learning has tremendous potential,” but at 
present, the research indicates that virtual schools are not working effectively.  It further recommends 
that states should not grow full time virtual schools until they have evidence of success.  
 
Among the key findings: 

 Math scores for K12 Inc.’s students are 14 to 36 percent lower than scores for other students 
in the states in which the company operates schools 

http://www.newpa.com/
http://pilcop.org/settlement-reached-in-chester-upland-schools-to-stay-open-special-education-services-improved/
http://tntp.org/about-tntp
http://tntp.org/irreplaceables
http://tntp.org/irreplaceables
http://tntp.org/irreplaceables
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 Only 27.7 percent of the K12 Inc.’s schools reported meeting Adequate Yearly Progress 
standards in 2010-2011, compared to 52 percent for brick and mortar schools in the nation as 
a whole. 

 Student attrition is exceptionally high in K12 Inc. and other virtual charter schools.  Many 
families appear to approach the virtual schools as a temporary service:  Data in K12 Inc.’s 
own school performance report indicate that 31 percent of parents intend to keep their 
students enrolled for a year or less, and more than half intend to keep their students enrolled 
for two years or less. 

 
Click here to read the NEPC report “Understanding and Improving Full-Time Virtual School.”   

 
 

EPLC NEWS 
 

Education Issues Workshop for Legislative Candidates 
 
EPLC will conduct a day-long Education Issues Workshop for state legislative candidates, campaign 
staff, and others interested in education policy issues in Harrisburg on Tuesday, August 14.  Details, 
including registration, are available at www.eplc.org.  

 
Education Policy Fellowship Program 
 
Applications are still being accepted for the 2012-2013 Education Policy Fellowship Program (EPFP).  
The Education Policy Fellowship Program is sponsored in Pennsylvania by The Education Policy and 
Leadership Center (EPLC).  Only a few positions in this cohort remain available,and an application needs to 
be submitted as soon as possible.. 
 
The Fellowship Program begins with a two-day retreat on September 13-14, 2012 and continues through 
June 2013. 
 
Click here for complete details.  The application may be downloaded online, but must be submitted by mail 
with the necessary signatures of applicant and sponsor. 
 
If you would like to discuss any aspect of the Fellowship Program and its requirements, please contact Ron 
Cowell at 717-260-9900 or cowell@eplc.org. 
 
 

DATEBOOK 
 

 On Wednesday, August 15 in Harrisburg, the House State Government Committee will hold a 
public hearing on the State System of Higher Education and the following bills:  HB 2442 (powers 
and duties of institution presidents), HB 2443 (prohibits free or reduced tuition for family members 
of employees), HB 2444 (project contracts), and HB 2446 (prohibits paid sabbaticals). 
 

Save the Date:   
 

 EPLC’s Arts and Education Symposium will be held on Thursday, October 11 in Harrisburg. 
 

 EPLC’s Annual Education Finance Symposium will be held on Friday, November 16 in 
Harrisburg. 
 

 
 

 

EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  

Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 

attribution to EPLC is provided.  The Education Policy and Leadership Center is an independent, non-

partisan and not-for-profit organization.  The Mission of the Education Policy and Leadership Center is to 

encourage and support the development and implementation of effective state-level education policies to 

improve student learning in grades P-12, increase the effective operation of schools, and enhance 

educational opportunities for citizens of all ages. 

 

http://nepc.colorado.edu/publication/understanding-improving-virtual
http://www.eplc.org/
http://www.eplc.org/leadership-programs/education-policy-fellowship-program/
mailto:cowell@eplc.org
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2011&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=2442
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2011&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=2443
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2011&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=2444
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2011&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=2446

