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PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 
 
The Pennsylvania House of Representatives and Senate reconvenes for this week in voting session on 
Monday, May 13 at 1:00 PM.   
 
 

House of Representatives 
 
On May 9, in Aston, Delaware County, the House Select Committee for School Safety conducted its 
second in a series of public hearings pursuant to House Resolution 53 (Rep. Gary Day, R-187).  The 
Committee, led by Representatives Gary Day (R-187) and Cherelle Parker (D-200), received testimony from 
local educators and law enforcement officials.  According to the Delco Times, Upper Darby Police 
Superintendent Michael Chitwood recommended to the Committee that there be established 
standardized procedures for conducting lockdown drills, which should include normalizing drills and the 
training of security officers. 
 
The Select Committee is charged with developing and examining policies that enhance safety in 
Pennsylvania schools, and will be conducting public hearings around the state to hear from educators, law 
enforcement and others in order to craft the best possible recommendations.  It must report its findings and 
recommendations to the House of Representatives no later than September 30, 2013. 
 
To read the Education Notebook’s summary of the Committee’s first hearing on April 18 in Harrisburg, click 
here.   
 
 

http://www.eplc.org/
http://www.eplc.org/category/education-notebook/
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0053
http://www.eplc.org/notebook2013/EducationNotebook041913.pdf
http://www.eplc.org/notebook2013/EducationNotebook041913.pdf
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Senate 
 
 On May 1, the Senate Finance Committee reported as committed Senate Bill 797 and Senate Bill 

798  (Sen. Pat Browne, R-16).  SB 797 and SB 798 were re-referred to the Senate Appropriations 
Committee on May 6. 
 
The two-bill package would preserve the pension rights of public school employees who return 
to public school service after taking leave to perform military service, ensuring the employees 
will receive credit in the Public School Employees’ Retirement System (PSERS) for the leave.  The 
bills would make consistent the multiple acts related to public school employee military leave; SB 797 
would amend the PSERS Code (Title 24 Education) and the Military and Veterans Code (Title 51 
Military Affairs), while SB 798  would amend the Public School Code.  The bills would also bring into 
compliance state laws with the federal laws, specifically the federal Heroes Earnings Assistance and 
Relief Act of 2008 (HEART Act), the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act 
of 1994 (USERRA), and the Internal Revenue Code (IRC). 

 
 On April 29, the Senate adopted Senate Resolution 71 (Sen. Mike Folmer, R-48) which calls upon 

the President and the Congress of the United States to fully fund all federal special education 
mandates imposed upon State, county, municipal or local providers of educational services to 
students in Pennsylvania.  The Resolution was transmitted as directed on May 9. 

 
 

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 
 The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) on April 30 released the Report on Referendum 

Exceptions for School Year 2013-14, which provides detailed information on the number of school 
districts throughout the Commonwealth that have applied and been approved for exceptions under 
the Taxpayer Relief Act of 2006, also known as Act 1.  Act 1 sets an annual index that serves as a 
cap on a school district’s ability to increase property tax unless a district obtains through public 
referendum voter approval to do so or is granted an exception by PDE.  The four exceptions for which 
a district can apply that would give them the ability to increase tax rates above the index without voter 
approval are: pension obligations, special education expenditures, school construction debt incurred 
prior to the date of the law, or school construction debt that had been previously approved by the 
voters. 
   
For the 2013-14 school year, of the 497 school districts that are subject to the provisions of Act 1, 311 
indicated they would not increase property tax rates above the index and 186 adopted a preliminary 
budget.  Of the 186 school districts that adopted a preliminary budget, 171 requested and were 
approved for referendum exceptions.   
 
According to PDE, although school districts apply for exceptions, many do not enact the maximum tax 
rates granted through the exception process.  For the 2012-13 school year, 197 school districts 
applied for a total of $159.9 million in exceptions; however, only 105 districts used them, which 
totaled $48.2 million.  For the 2011-12 school year, 228 school districts applied for a total of $265.8 
million in exceptions; however, only 135 districts used them, which totaled $95.5 million. 
 

 Governor Corbett and Secretary of Education Ron Tomalis announced on May 2 twelve 
educators who have been selected to be finalists for 2014 Teacher of the Year: 

 
o Daryl Balseiro, Big Spring School District, Cumberland County 
o Amy Alleman Burke, Cumberland Valley School District, Cumberland County 
o Erin Cernuska, Bellefonte Area School District, Centre County 
o Linda Coll, Northern Lebanon School District, Lebanon County 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0797
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0798
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0798
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=R&BN=0071
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o Tracey Fritch, Rose Tree Media School District, Delaware County 
o Carol Aten Frow, Belle Vernon Area School District, Westmoreland County 
o Lori Gallagher, Hatboro-Horsham School District, Montgomery County 
o Anthony Grisillo, Rose Tree Media School District, Delaware County 
o Nicola Hipkins, Bethel Park School District, Allegheny County 
o Jen Klobucar, Yough School District, Westmoreland County 
o Nicole Miletto, Hatboro-Horsham School District, Montgomery County 
o Kyle Norman, Brockway Area School District, Jefferson County 

 
The educators were nominated by students, parents, colleagues and community members.  The 2014 
Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year will be announced in December 2013 and will automatically 
become the state’s nominee for the 2014 National Teacher of the Year award. 
 
Pennsylvania’s 2013 Teacher of the Year is Ryan Devlin from Brockway Area School District, 
Jefferson County.  The 2013 National Teacher of the Year is Jeff Charbonneau from Washington 
state. 
 
The Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year program is co-sponsored by Pennsylvania Department of 
Education and the Pennsylvania Chapter of the National State Teacher of the Year (NSTOY-PA), 
which was founded in 1995 and is a part of the National Teacher of the Year program.   
 

 The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) has announced its intent to request a waiver of 
the limitation in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) that prohibits a State 
educational agency (SEA) to waive the Title I carryover limitation for a local educational agency 
(LEA) more than once every three years.  The U.S. Department of Education (USDE) stated in the 
memorandum to Chief State School Officers in April that the uncertainty faced by school districts 
concerning their Federal Title I, Part A allocations for fiscal year 2013 due to sequestration may be a 
reasonable and necessary reason for an SEA to grant an LEA a waiver.  A waiver would allow an 
LEA to use in combination 2012 and 2013 Title I, Part A funds to support activities that might 
otherwise be affected by a reduction in the 2013 allocation due to the sequester. 
 
If approved by the USDE, PDE would be able to grant an LEA permission to carry over more than 15 
percent of their fiscal year 2012 Title I allocation into fiscal year 2013, even if the LEA has already 
been granted the waiver in the past three years.  This, according to PDE, would help more schools 
and LEAs meet their annual measurable objectives by enabling them to direct their funds to activities 
that increase quality of instruction and improve academic achievement.  Any comments on this waiver 
request to USDE are to be submitted to phcooper@pa.gov by May 31. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 The GED Testing Service late last year announced the launch of Your Future is Calling, a 
campaign to alert test-takers that the current version of the GED will expire at the end of 2013 along 
with incomplete test scores.  As we approach the midyear mark, this has some people concerned, 
including Don Block, executive director of the Greater Pittsburgh Literary Council.   In an op-ed 
published in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette on April 29, he warned that few of the forty thousand 
Pennsylvanians who are in the testing process know of the critical deadline they face.   

 
The GED contains five parts that can be taken separately but all must be passed to receive a high 
school credential.  Those who have already begun the 2002 Series GED Test but have not yet 
passed every part have until the end of 2013 to do so; otherwise they will have to start all five 
parts over again with the new 2014 GED test. 
 

mailto:phcooper@pa.gov
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The new 2014 test will be based on emerging national and state standards, and offer dual 
performance levels where test-takers can earn an additional endorsement that indicates career- and 
college-readiness. 
 
The campaign site provides talking points, outreach strategies, and print materials to help inform test-
takers of this deadline.  Those interested in joining the campaign can sign up, here.  GED test-takers 
are encouraged to visit finishtheGED.com. 

 

 Communities in Schools of Pennsylvania (CISPA) has received a $150,000 grant from Walmart 
and the Walmart Foundation to finance the creation of the Pennsylvania Dropout Prevention 
Resource Center.  The new resource center will serve as a clearinghouse for educators and 
community members, providing users access to research, dropout indicators, program support and 
information for advocacy and policy development concerning the dropout crisis.   

 
In January 2013, CISPA formed the Succeed In PA: Pennsylvania Dropout Prevention Network 
(PaDPN) to address the dropout rate.  According to the Pennsylvania Department of Education, 
14,735 students dropped out of school in the 2011-2012 school year.  That is about 82 students each 
school day.  In an op-ed published in the Patriot-News on May 2, CISPA President Nathan Mains 
wrote that catching dropouts early is the key to saving them, noting that dropping out of school has 
“wide-ranging implications” for all of society, from rising costs for social programs and prisons to loss 
of tax revenue. 
 
PaDPN was created to provide a repository of dropout prevention information, research and 
programs for school districts, parents, communities and agencies; conduct regular trainings, webinars 
and an annual conference; develop a technical assistance team of professionals to provide individual 
services to school districts upon request; develop policy recommendations and advocate for passage 
of initiatives aimed at reducing the PA dropout rate; and serve as a hub for collaboration among all 
partners interested in coordinating programs and services around the dropout issue. 
 
On May 2 PaDPN held its first Dropout Prevention Summit in Harrisburg.  First Lady Susan 
Corbett, Department of Welfare Secretary Bev Mackareth, representatives from the State Department 
of Education, Department of Corrections, and Commission on Crime and Delinquency, as well as 
notable business leaders from AT&T and Penn National Insurance were among the speakers during 
the day-long program. 
 
 

 The People’s Emergency Center (PEC) released in April its latest report, Homeless Youth in 
Philadelphia: An innovative method for identifying youth experiencing homelessness.  The 
report presents responses from Philadelphia public high school students who participated in the 
Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) in 2009 and 2011.  The purpose of the report is to share 
information on the prevalence and experiences of youth homelessness in order to inform the 
development of interventions and policies that effectively target resources for youth and family 
homelessness. 
 
The study revealed these key findings: 
 

 Approximately eight percent of all Philadelphia public high school students reported having 
experienced homelessness, and almost 11% reported that they had been kicked out, run 
away, or been abandoned. 

 Youth who reported having ever been homeless and youth who have reported having been 
kicked out, having run away, or having been abandoned, evidenced disproportionately higher 
rates of physical, mental, and sexual health risk behaviors and higher rates of substance use. 

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/jointhecampaign/
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/finishtheged/
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 The percent of youth who reported typically sleeping away from home with a parent more 
than doubled from 2009 to 2011.  The percent of youth who reported typically sleeping away 
from home without a parent more than tripled in the same timeframe. 

 The percent of youth who reported being kicked out, having run away, or having been 
abandoned more than doubled from 2009 to 2011. 

 Compared to housed youth, youth who were homeless with their families were 2.6 times 
more likely to be forced to have sex; over three times more likely to get pregnant; and three 
times more likely to have attempted suicide. 

  
In addition to the data from the YRBS, a series of key stakeholder interviews were conducted.   
Together the YRBS findings and the stakeholders’ suggestions offer Philadelphia 34 practical 
solutions that could help homeless and run-away youth both now and in the future. 
 
For the full report, click here.  For the executive summary, click here. 

 
 

EPLC NEWS 

The May edition of “Focus on Pennsylvania Education” covered How Public Education is Funded in 
Pennsylvania.  Click here to watch the latest episode!  Also available online are the past episodes 
addressing School Violence, Student Testing, and PA School Boards.  The monthly show produced by 
EPLC and PCN is broadcast on PCN at 9:00 p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday of every month, now 
through June, and then again this fall in September through December.  PCN also typically repeats the 
broadcast at later times each month.  To learn more, visit http://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-
education/.  Information about sponsorships available for the show can be obtained by contacting Ron 
Cowell at 717-260-9900 or at cowell@eplc.org. 
 
 

DATEBOOK 
 
 The Senate Appropriations Committee will meet on Monday, May 13 in Harrisburg to consider the 

following bills: SB 34 (Professional Education Discipline Act) and SB 46 (employment history review). 
 

 The last day to apply for an absentee ballot in Pennsylvania before the May 21 Primary Election is 
May 14. 
 

 The House Education Committee will have an informational briefing on the Common Core 
Standards from the Department of Education Secretary Ron Tomalis on Tuesday, May 14 at 9:00 
AM in Harrisburg. 
 

 The Senate Education Committee will hold a public hearing on higher education accessibility and 
affordability on Wednesday, May 15 at 9:00 AM in Harrisburg.  Discussion will include the following 
bills: SB 78 (PHEAA grants and online education); SB 420 (student debt reduction); SB 713 (PA 
Dream Act). 

 

 The Senate Education Committee will hold a public hearing on the Common Core on Wednesday, 
May 15 at 1:00 PM in Harrisburg. 
 

 The Governor’s Advisory Commission on Latino Affairs will host an educational summit, Best 
Practices in Latino/Hispanic Education: Implementing Ideas That Work, on Monday, May 20 
from 9:00 AM – 1:30 PM at Kutztown University.  For more information and to register, click here. 
 

http://www.pec-cares.org/clientfolders/pdf/2013HomelessYouthPhilly%20full%20rep.pdf
http://www.pec-cares.org/clientfolders/pdf/2013%20HomelessYouthPhilly%20xsum.pdf
http://www.eplc.org/2013/05/watch-now-eplc-focus-on-education-tv-episode-on-public-education-funding-in-pa/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/02/13/feb-13-focus-on-education-premiere/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/03/13/march-13-focus-on-education/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/04/10/wednesday-at-9pm-pa-school-boards/
http://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/
http://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0034
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0046
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0078
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0420
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0713
http://www.kutztownpresents.org/LatinoAffairs
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 Primary Election Day in Pennsylvania is May 21. 
 

 The House Education Committee will hold a public hearing regarding HB 983 (Online Education 
Initiative) on Thursday, May 23 at 10:00 AM in Landisville, Lancaster County. 
 

 The House Finance Committee will hold an informational meeting on property tax reform on 
Monday, June 3 at 10:30 AM in Harrisburg. 

 
 

 

 

 

EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  

Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 

attribution to EPLC is provided.  The Education Policy and Leadership Center is an independent, non-

partisan and not-for-profit organization.  The Mission of the Education Policy and Leadership Center is to 

encourage and support the development and implementation of effective state-level education policies to 

improve student learning in grades P-12, increase the effective operation of schools, and enhance 

educational opportunities for citizens of all ages. 

 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0983

