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PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 
 
The Pennsylvania House of Representatives and Senate will reconvene in voting session on Tuesday, 
November 12 at 1:00 PM. 
 
 

REPORTS 
 
On November 7, the results from the 2013 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 
assessments of fourth- and eighth-grade reading and math were released in The Nation’s Report Card: 
2013 Mathematics and Reading.  David Driscoll, chair of the National Assessment Governing Board, 
described the overall gains since 2011 as modest, but noted that some states have significant 
improvements. 
 
The Report Card reports that 25 of the 52 U.S. states/jurisdictions had higher average scores in 2013 
than in 2011 in at least one subject and grade.  Compared to 2011 scores, Pennsylvania average scores 
for 4th grade math and reading saw no significant change, while average scores for 8th grade math and 
reading each gained four points.  The complete NAEP results are available in an interactive online format, 
here.   
 
NAEP is the largest nationally representative and continuing assessment of what America's students 
know and can do in various subject areas. Assessments are conducted periodically in mathematics, 
reading, science, writing, the arts, civics, economics, geography, U.S. history, and beginning in 2014, in 
Technology and Engineering Literacy (TEL).  To find out more information about NAEP, click here. 
 
 
 

http://www.eplc.org/
http://www.eplc.org/category/education-notebook/
http://nationsreportcard.gov/reading_math_2013/#/
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/
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EPLC NEWS 
 

 The November 13 episode of “Focus on Education” will discuss Special Education: Student 
Rights and Services.  The hour long program produced by EPLC and PCN is broadcast on 
PCN at 9:00 p.m. on the 2

nd
 Wednesday of every month.  PCN also typically repeats the episode 

at later times each month. 
 

Previous episodes can be viewed online here.  Topics we have covered thus far in 2013 are school 
violence, student testing, the work of school boards, how schools are funded, the dropout crisis, 
parents as advocates, and arts education. 
 
To learn more, visit PCN's "Focus on Education" web page.  Information about sponsorships 
available for the show can be obtained by contacting Ron Cowell at 717-260-9900 or at 
cowell@eplc.org. 
 

 EPLC is recruiting current undergraduate or graduate students to serve as part-time 
interns beginning January or May of 2014 in the downtown Harrisburg offices.  One intern will 
support education policy work including the Pennsylvania School Funding Campaign.  The 
second intern position will support the work of the Pennsylvania Arts Education Network.  
Ideal candidates have an interest/course work in political science/public policy, social studies, the arts 
or education and also have strong research, communications, and critical thinking skills.  The 
internship is unpaid, but free parking is available.  Weekly hours of the internship are negotiable.  To 
apply or to suggest a candidate, please email Mattie Robinson for further information at 
robinson@eplc.org. 

 
 

DATEBOOK 
 

 The House Education Committee will hold a hearing on adult literacy on Tuesday, November 12 at 
11:00 AM at the Harrisburg University of Science and Technology. 
 

 The House Select Committee for School Safety will meet on Wednesday, November 13 at 10:00 
AM in Harrisburg to vote on the report pursuant to HR 53. 

 

 The State Board of Education will meet in Harrisburg November 13 – 14.  Click here to download 
the meeting agenda. 

 

 The House Education Committee will hold a hearing on Thursday, November 14 at 10:00 AM in 
Harrisburg.  The hearing will discuss HB 1722 (teacher tenure and furlough); HB 1735 (economic 
furlough); and HB 779 (economic furlough). 

 

 The Pennsylvania Council for Exceptional Children’s (PACEC) 2013 Conference will be held 
November 14 – 15 in Harrisburg.   Online registration is closed but registration will remain open on-
site.  For details about the event, click here. 

 

 The Three Rivers Educational Technology Conference (TRETC) will be held November 19 – 20 
in Mars.  TRETC is the premier K-16 educational technology conference in Western PA.  Learn more 
about the scheduled sessions, speakers, and how to register, here. 

 

 The National Association for the Education of Young Children’s Annual Conference and Expo 
will be held November 20 – 23 in Washington, DC.  Click here for more information and to register. 

 
   

https://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/
https://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/
mailto:cowell@eplc.org
mailto:robinson@eplc.org
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=h&type=r&bn=53
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/http;/www.portal.state.pa.us;80/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_664124_1376524_0_0_18/Nov.%2013-14%20Agenda.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1722
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1735
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0779
http://www.cvent.com/events/2013-pacec-conference/event-summary-3b088ad5319b489caf9d892da015b2ef.aspx
http://tretc.pghtechsites.org/about/
http://www.naeyc.org/conference/


 
 
  

 
 

3 

 
 

 EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  

Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 

attribution to EPLC is provided.  The Education Policy and Leadership Center is an independent, non-

partisan and not-for-profit organization.  The Mission of the Education Policy and Leadership Center is to 

encourage and support the development and implementation of effective state-level education policies to 

improve student learning in grades P-12, increase the effective operation of schools, and enhance 

educational opportunities for citizens of all ages. 

 


