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HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
 
Content in this edition: 
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Pennsylvania Office of the Budget 
Reports 
EPLC News 
Datebook 

 
The EPLC Education Notebook (current and past editions) also is available by visiting the EPLC website at 
http://www.eplc.org/category/education-notebook/. 

 
 

PLEASE DONATE TO SUPPORT “EDUCATION NOTEBOOK” 
 
EPLC has published the “Education Notebook” 30-40 times per year since 1999 and distributes it without 
charge to thousands of readers who have come to rely on it for current and comprehensive information 
about state policy activity in Pennsylvania.  We will continue to provide this service, but we need your 
help.  Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to EPLC today to support the Notebook 
and other work of EPLC.  To get additional information and to make an online donation, please click 
here. 
 
 

PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 
 
The Pennsylvania House of Representatives will reconvene on Tuesday, January 7 (nonvoting) at 
11:00 AM.  The 2014 House session calendar is available here.   
 
The Senate will reconvene in voting session on Tuesday, January 7 at 12:00 PM.  The 2014 Senate 
session calendar is available here. 
 
 

The Governor’s Office 
 

http://www.eplc.org/
http://www.eplc.org/category/education-notebook/
http://www.eplc.org/contribute/
http://www.eplc.org/contribute/
http://www.house.state.pa.us/Session.cfm?SessionYear=2014&SessionInd=0&Chamber=H
http://www.pasen.gov/Session.cfm?SessionYear=2014&SessionInd=0&Chamber=S
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On December 18, Governor Corbett signed into law ten bills that were included in a comprehensive 
legislative package making significant improvements to Pennsylvania’s child protection laws.  Click 
here to read the press release, which contains highlights of each bill. 
 
Among the legislation was Senate Bill 34 Act 120 (Sen. Lloyd Smucker, R-13), which amends the 
Professional Educator Discipline Act.  The new law expands disciplinary action against teachers to 
include findings of child abuse, and expands mandatory reporting requirements for schools.  It also 
expands the jurisdiction of the Professional Standards and Practices Commission and establishes the 
Professional Educator Discipline Account within the General Fund. 
 
 

House of Representatives 
 

 On December 16, the House Appropriations Committee reported as committed House Bill 1741 
(Rep. Fred Keller, R-85), which would amend the Public School Code to require a school board to 
publicly post a notice prior to voting upon any proposed collective bargaining agreement.  The 
legislation provides for place and duration for which the notice must be published.  HB 1741 passed 
by a party-line vote of 20-14-1(NV), with Democrats voting in the negative. 

 

 On December 16, the House of Representatives amended on the floor the following bills: 
 

 House Bill 1411 (Rep. Jim Christiana, R-15) would establish the School District Web 
Accountability and Transparency (SchoolWATCH) Act.  The Act would establish an online 
searchable budget database detailing information concerning taxpayer expenditures and 
investments by school districts.  The database shall be developed, implemented, and 
maintained by the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE).  The development shall occur in 
consultation with an advisory committee, in phases defined in the legislation.  HB 1411 provides 
for the contents of the SchoolWATCH website.  It also outlines the requirements of school 
districts under the Act. 

 
Two amendments were adopted: 

o (Rep. Bryan Cutler, R-100) requires the searchable database to include copies of all 
current contracts between a public school entity and any union.  The amendment 
was adopted by a vote of 194-7-1(NV). 

o (Rep. Paul Clymer, R-145) adds definitions of charter school entity, expenditure and 
performance measure, and public school entity instructional expenditures.  It requires the 
advisory committee convened by PDE to plan for the Department’s development and 
establishment of a third and fourth phase of SchoolWATCH.  The amendment adds to 
the advisory committee composition two citizens who shall be selected by the 
Secretary of Education.  It clarifies that the database shall provide only the information 
specifically required in the legislation.  The amendment was adopted by a vote of 100-
95-7(NV). 

 
After being amended on the House floor, HB 1411 was sent to the Appropriations Committee for 
a fiscal note.  On December 17, HB 1411 was reported as committed from the House 
Appropriations Committee.  Click here to read the Fiscal Note.  The bill is currently awaiting 
further action by the full House. 

 

 House Bill 1725 (Rep. Ryan Mackenzie, R-134) would establish the CareerBound Act.  The Act 
would establish within the Department of Labor and Industry a CareerBound Pilot Program.  The 
Program would be administered by the Department and participating agencies, defined as the 
Department of Education and the Department of Community and Economic Development.  The 
Act provides for up to seven school-to-work pilot programs, as well as tax credits to businesses 
who participate.  Each program would expire at the end of the fourth school year of operation.  

http://www.pa.gov/Pages/NewsDetails.aspx?agency=Governors%20Office&item=15103
http://www.pa.gov/Pages/NewsDetails.aspx?agency=Governors%20Office&item=15103
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=0034
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1741
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/RCC/PUBLIC/listVoteSummaryH.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&cteeCde=4&theDate=12/16/2013&rNbr=1381
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1411
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=1003
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=1004
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=1004
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/FN/2013/0/HB1411P2824.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1725


 
 

  

 

 
3 

Within six months of the expiration of the programs, the Department and participating agencies 
shall jointly submit a report to the Governor, Auditor General, and chairman and minority 
chairman of both chambers’ Appropriations, Labor and Industry, and Education Committees. 
 
In approving school-to-work pilot programs, HB 1725 requires the agencies to give priority to 
programs that demonstrate one or more characteristics defined in the legislation.  The adopted 
amendment (Rep. Neal Goodman, D-123) requires additional consideration be given to 
proposed programs that are integrated into a school partner’s curriculum as a credit 
course.  The amendment was unanimously adopted. 
 
After being amended on the House floor, HB 1725 was sent to the Appropriations Committee for 
a fiscal note.  On December 17, HB 1725 was reported as committed from the House 
Appropriations Committee.  Click here to read the Fiscal Note. 
 
HB 1725 then unanimously passed the House by a vote of 198-0.  The bill now goes to the 
Senate for consideration. 

 
 

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 
Governor Corbett on December 19 announced that the U.S. Department of Education has awarded 
Pennsylvania $51.7 million through the Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge grant program.  
Pennsylvania is among six states that will share a combined $280 million in federal grants to improve 
early learning programs. 
 
Major initiatives to be funded by the grant include: 

 Establishing 50 local Early Childhood Education Community Innovation Zones to serve the 
lowest-performing elementary schools in the state. 

 Improving access for children with high needs to high-quality early learning and development 
programs. 

 Increasing access and delivery of high-quality professional development for early learning 
educators. 

 Developing a no-cost universal Kindergarten Entry Inventory for voluntary use by schools to 
better understand the needs of students entering kindergarten. 

 Operating four Governor’s Institutes for nearly 3,000 pre-kindergarten to third-grade educators 
and practitioners to experience and share strategies and best practices. 

 
Click here to read the Department of Education press release. 
 
 

PENNSYLVANIA OFFICE OF THE BUDGET 
 
Budget Secretary Charles Zogby presented on December 18 the 2013-14 mid-year budget briefing.  
According to state officials, Pennsylvania is anticipated to end the fiscal year on June 30 in balance but 
predict that state lawmakers face a budget gap of $1.2 billion to $1.4 billion as they work to prepare a 
balanced budget for 2014-15. 
 
Governor Corbett will propose next year’s spending plan on February 4.  
 
In planning for the 2014-15 budget, Governor Corbett has instructed government agencies to maintain 
level funding.  When taking into account personnel increases for the typical agency operating budget, 
level funding equates to an eight percent cut. 
 
The mid-year budget briefing is available here. 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/FN/2013/0/HB1725P2822.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=1022
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=7234&PageID=1005857&mode=2&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/cop_hhs/pde/single_web/no_workflow_requried/news_and_media/articles/governor_corbett_lauds_pennsylvania_s__51_7_million_race_to_the_top_early_learning_challenge_grant_award.html
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/current_and_proposed_commonwealth_budgets/4566
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REPORTS 
 
The Pennsylvania State Police (PSP) on December 10 released its comprehensive school safety 
report for public and private schools.  The report was prepared by the PSP Risk and Vulnerability 
Assessment Team.  The Assessment Team assessed the vulnerability of school facilities and provided 
general recommendations to mitigate the identified vulnerabilities.  The report addresses the current 
security profile in schools, and provides guidelines and information on the following: roles and 
responsibilities within the recommended Incident Command System; school security forces; access 
controls; lockdown and evacuation procedures; and planning for family reunification, media response, and 
community notification.  Read the press release and download the report here. 
 
 

EPLC NEWS 
 

 The 2013 episodes of EPLC’s “Focus on Education” TV series on PCN can be viewed online here.  
Topics covered this past year have been school violence, student testing, the work of school boards, 
how schools are funded, the dropout crisis, parents as advocates, arts education, and special 
education. 
 
EPLC welcomes comments about past shows and suggestions for topics for future shows.  Send 
comments and suggestions to Ron Cowell at cowell@eplc.org. 

 
“Focus on Education” is a monthly, hour long program produced in partnership with the Pennsylvania 
Cable Network (PCN).  To learn more, visit PCN's "Focus on Education" web page.  Information 
about sponsorships available for the show can be obtained by contacting Ron Cowell at 717-260-
9900 or at cowell@eplc.org. 
 

 COMING SOON.  Early in 2014 EPLC will again conduct a series of regional workshops on 
education issues for Legislative Candidates and other interested citizens.  Look for more 
information in future editions of the Notebook. 

 
 

DATEBOOK 
 

 The State Board of Education will meet in Harrisburg January 8 – 9. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  

Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 

attribution to EPLC is provided.  The Education Policy and Leadership Center is an independent, non-

partisan and not-for-profit organization.  The Mission of the Education Policy and Leadership Center is to 

encourage and support the development and implementation of effective state-level education policies to 

improve student learning in grades P-12, increase the effective operation of schools, and enhance 

educational opportunities for citizens of all ages. 

 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=4451&PageID=457781&mode=2&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/cop_public_safety/state_police/news/articles/pennsylvania_state_police_releases_comprehensive_school_safety_report.html
https://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/
mailto:cowell@eplc.org
https://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/
mailto:cowell@eplc.org

