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PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 
 
The Pennsylvania House of Representatives and Senate will reconvene in voting session on Monday, 
June 23 at 1:00 PM.  Both chambers are scheduled to be in session through Monday, June 30. 
 
 

State Budget Update 
 
Legislators have a tough task to get the budget completed and signed by Governor Corbett by the June 
30 constitutional deadline.  While the state’s revenue picture has become bleaker, legislators and even 
the Governor want to preserve some initiatives, including those for education funding, that were included 
in the Governor’s 2014-2015 budget that he proposed in February. 
 
The Independent Fiscal Office (IFO) on June 16 released the Official Revenue Estimate for Fiscal Year 
2014-15. 
 
The IFO reports that General Fund revenues for FY 2013-14 are $572 million below the estimate on 
which the FY 2013-14 budget was based.  Revenues for FY 2014-15 are projected to be $29.4 billion, 
an increase of 3.2%; however, the projection for 2014-15 is about $870 million below the estimate on 
which Governor Corbett based the budget he proposed in February. 
 
This equals a two-year income shortfall of $1.42 billion. 
 

http://www.eplc.org/
http://www.eplc.org/category/education-notebook/
http://www.ifo.state.pa.us/download.cfm?file=/resources/PDF/Revenue_Estimate_2014-06-16_Release.pdf
http://www.ifo.state.pa.us/download.cfm?file=/resources/PDF/Revenue_Estimate_2014-06-16.pdf
http://www.ifo.state.pa.us/download.cfm?file=/resources/PDF/Revenue_Estimate_2014-06-16.pdf
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To enact a balanced budget for the new year that begins on July 1, the Legislature and the Administration 
have three options.  They can reduce the 2013-14 expenditures that were appropriated but not yet spent; 
reduce the Corbett budget for 2014-15; and/or increase 2014-15 revenues.  Chances are good they will 
do some of all three.   
 
It is unclear what combination will be employed to balance this year’s budget, but Budget Secretary 
Charles Zogby said this week that the door is open to tax increases that do not include a personal 
income tax or sales tax increase.  Previously, the message from the Administration was that it might be 
necessary to strip out all the proposed initiatives contained in the Governor’s February budget proposal.  
Those initiatives include the Ready to Succeed PHEAA scholarships, and increases to basic education, 
Pre-K, and special education.  This week, Secretary Zogby said the Governor wants to preserve 
those initiatives at least in some form. 
 
According to numerous news articles, the Administration may be considering revenue increases 
through a severance tax on the natural gas industry and/or an increase in the state’s cigarette tax.  
However, Governor Corbett has made it clear that he will not consider raising revenue through tax 
increases without the General Assembly first acting on pension reform and liquor reform.  There 
remains a question as to what degree the legislators will appease the Governor, because as of the end of 
this week there are not sufficient votes to send to the Governor legislation addressing either issue.   
 
The Governor has also changed his message about getting the budget done by the June 30 deadline.  
Previously, the Governor has criticized his predecessor for not getting budgets done on time, and 
bragged about three successive on-time budgets.  The view is different now.  “We need to get [the 
budget] done right rather than quickly,” Governor Corbett said during a press conference on June 17.  “If 
we’re not able to finish by June 30, we’re not able to finish by June 30.”  However, nobody is predicting a 
budget process that drags very long into July.   
 
 

Governor’s Office 
 
On June 18, Governor Corbett signed into law the following bills: 
 

 House Bill 1460 (Act 59 of 2014), sponsored by Rep. Mark Gillen (R-128), amends Title 51 
(Military Affairs) to require educational institutions to grant a member of the Pennsylvania 
National Guard or other reserve component of the armed forces of the United States, or a 
member’s spouse, an “M” or “MILITARY” on their grade transcript for all classes they are 
unable to complete due to a military leave of absence.  Act 59 also requires the Pennsylvania 
Department of Military and Veterans’ Affairs to create a searchable database of individuals 
awarded the Medal of Honor, Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross, Air Force Cross, 
and Silver Star. 
   

 Senate Bill 1205 (Act 67 of 2014) sponsored by Sen. Mike Folmer (R-48), amends the Public 
School Code to simplify the process a college must follow in order to become a university.  
It allows a college that is authorized to confer bachelor’s degrees to be designated a university if 
the president of the institution submits a letter to the Department of Education.  It provides for the 
contents and submission of the letter, and the review process for the Department.  Act 67 also 
allows an accredited trade school authorized to award associate degrees in specialized 
technology or specialized business to use the designation of college, effective immediately. 

  
 

House of Representatives 
 

 On June 16, the House passed the following legislation: 
 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1460
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=1205
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 House Bill 1424, sponsored by Rep. Paul Clymer (R-145), would amend the Public School Code 
to provide for instruction on the Holocaust, genocide, and human rights violations.   
 
HB 1424 would allow each school entity to offer instruction in the Holocaust, genocide and 
human rights violations, and would require the State Board of Education (SBE) to conduct 
a study regarding the manner in which such instruction is offered.  Following the 2016-2017 
school year, if the study demonstrates that less than 90 percent of the school entities are offering 
the instruction without the mandate to do so, then the SBE shall adopt a regulation requiring 
school districts to offer such instruction.  HB 1424 also would require the Department of 
Education (PDE) to establish curriculum guidelines, and distribute information about appropriate 
curriculum materials to each school entity.  Each school entity providing the instruction would be 
required to provide in-service training programs that shall be made available through PDE. 
 
In other words, if most school districts do not voluntarily do this, the legislation will require the 
State Board of Education eventually to force them to do it. 
  
The House approved the bill on concurrence with Senate amendments on June 16 by a vote of 
197-0.  The bill has been presented to the Governor for final approval. 

 

 House Bill 1559, sponsored by Rep. Frank Farina (D-115), would amend the Public School Code 
to provide for youth suicide awareness and prevention education. 
 
HB 1559 would require each entity to adopt youth suicide awareness and prevention 
policies and include four hours of training every five years for professional educators in 
school buildings serving students grades six through twelve.  The Department of Education must 
develop a model policy, guidelines, and educational materials.  The bill also authorizes but does 
not require schools to develop an age-appropriate child exploitation awareness education 
program and incorporate the program into the existing curriculum for students grades K-8.  
Schools may also include child exploitation awareness training in their professional development 
plan. 
 
The House approved the bill on concurrence with Senate amendments on June 16 by a vote of 
197-0.  The bill has been presented to the Governor for final approval. 

 

 On June 18, the House Education Committee unanimously reported as committed House Bill 
1284, sponsored by Rep. Thomas Killion (R-168), which would amend the Public School Code to 
allow for any state-allocated money returned by an Approved Private School (APS) to the 
Commonwealth in a previous fiscal year to be redirected to the APS’s line item in the next 
fiscal year.  This would apply for years in which there is no increase to the state allocation.  This bill 
reflects a recommendation presented in the final report of the Special Education Funding 
Commission. 
 

 On June 18, the House Rules Committee unanimously reported as committed House Bill 2284, a 
budget-related bill sponsored by Rep. William Adolph (R-165) that would appropriate $41,689,000 
from the Public School Employees’ Retirement Fund to the Public School Employees’ 
Retirement Board for the expenses incurred by the Board in FY 2014-15 and any bills remaining 
unpaid at the end of FY 2013-14.   

 
 

Senate 
 

 During the week of June 16, the Senate acted on the following legislation: 
 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1424
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=1434
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1559
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=1435
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/BillInfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1284
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/BillInfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1284
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2284
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 Senate Bill 1390, sponsored by Sen. Jake Corman (R-34), is a budget-related bill that would 
appropriate $41,689,000 from the Public School Employees’ Retirement Fund to the Public 
School Employees’ Retirement Board for the expenses incurred by the Board in FY 2014-15 
and any bills remaining unpaid at the end of FY 2013-14.  The Senate passed SB 1390 on June 
16 by a vote of 48-0-2 NV.  SB 1390 is identical to HB 2284 described above. 
 

 House Bill 2013, sponsored by Rep. Jerry Stern (R-80), would amend the Public School Code to 
allow a school board vacancy to be temporarily filled when a school board member is 
called to active duty in the military or naval forces of the United States.  The Senate passed HB 
2013 on June 17 by a vote of 50-0. 

 
Prior to passage in the Senate, the bill was reported as committed from the Senate 

Appropriations Committee on June 16.  Click here to read the fiscal note. 

 Senate Bill 1316, sponsored by Sen. Pat Browne (R-16), would amend the Public School Code 
to provide for a special education funding formula based on the recommendations of the 
Special Education Funding Commission.   
 
On June 17, the Senate, by a vote of 35-15, adopted on the floor an amendment sponsored by 
Sen. Dominic Pileggi (R-9) that would create a hold-harmless provision for charter schools.  
As amended, a charter school will receive for an extended period of time a blended rate 
calculated by what a district paid to a charter school this past year, combined with the new cost 
category rate applied only to additional students enrolled above 2013-14 enrollment levels.  The 
amendment also provided for an appeals process for charters if there is a disagreement 
between the charter and the Department of Education regarding the rate they are being paid. 
 

 Senate Bill 1115, sponsored by Sen. Robert Robbins (R-50), would amend Title 51 (Military 
Affairs) by making changes to the Pennsylvania National Guard’s Educational Assistance 
Program (EAP).  SB 1115 would require an approved institution of higher learning to first 
consider any Federal tuition assistance received by an eligible member before awarding an EAP 
grant.  An EAP grant would then be awarded to the eligible member if the member requires 
additional financial aid to cover the remaining costs of attendance.  “Costs of attendance” is 
defined as any allowable educational expenses, as determined by the Pennsylvania Higher 
Education Assistance Agency, that are consistent with the Higher Education Scholarship Law.  
The grants must be paid or refunded to the eligible member for approved costs of attendance.  
The total of all federal and state military education benefits, as administered by the Pennsylvania 
National Guard, shall not exceed 100 percent of the costs of attendance.  
 
The Senate approved the bill on concurrence with House amendments on June 18 by a vote of 
50-0.  The bill has been presented to the Governor for final approval. 

 

 On June 17, the Senate Appropriations Committee reported as committed Senate Bill 1431, 
sponsored by Sen. Jake Corman (R-34) by a vote of 16-10 with Democratic members voting in the 
negative.   SB 1431 would provide for a General Fund Budget identical to the current fiscal year’s 
budget.  Click here to read the Committee’s fiscal note.  The bill is identical to the House budget bill, 
HB 2328, and would provide another vehicle for the passage of a 2014-15 budget. 
 

 On June 18, the Senate Finance Committee unanimously reported as committed House Bill 2202, 
sponsored by Rep. Keith Greiner (R-43).  The bill would amend the Tuition Account Program and 
College Savings Bond Act so that protection from creditors would be expanded to include any 
state-qualified tuition program plan regardless of the sponsoring entity.  Current law only provides 
protections for Pennsylvania 529 plans.  In addition, the bill would exclude assets contributed to any 
state-qualified tuition program plan from the calculation of personal asset contributions for 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=1390
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=S&rc_nbr=548
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/BillInfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2013
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=S&rc_nbr=569
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/SFN/2013/0/HB2013P2997.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/BillInfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=1316
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=S&rc_nbr=575
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/BillInfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=1115
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=S&rc_nbr=581
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=1431
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/RCC/PUBLIC/listVoteSummary.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&chamber=S&cteeCde=3&theDate=06/17/2014&rNbr=950
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/SFN/2013/0/SB1431P2147.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/BillInfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2202
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determining eligibility and need of student loan or grant programs.  Contributions and transfer of funds 
would be exempt from taxation by the Commonwealth. 

 
 

PENNSYLVANIA BULLETIN 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education’s rules and regulations for educator effectiveness rating 
tools for principals and nonteaching professionals were published in the June 14 issue of the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin.  The new evaluation tools will be effective July 1, 2014. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Applications are available now for the 2014-2015 Education Policy Fellowship Program (EPFP).  
The Education Policy Fellowship Program is sponsored in Pennsylvania by The Education Policy and 
Leadership Center (EPLC). 
 
Past participants include state policymakers, district superintendents and principals, school business 
officers, school board members, education deans/chairs, statewide association leaders, parent leaders, 
education advocates, and other education and community leaders.  Fellows are typically sponsored by 
their employer or another organization. 
 
To read about the Education Policy Fellowship Program or get an application, click here. 
 
Since space is limited to approximately 30 positions, it is advisable to submit an application as soon 
as possible.  The application may be copied from the EPLC website, but must be submitted by mail or 
scanned and e-mailed, with the necessary signatures of applicant and sponsor. 

 
If you would like to discuss any aspect of the Fellowship Program and its requirements, please contact 
Program coordinators Mattie Robinson at 717-260-9900 or robinson@eplc.org, or Ron Cowell at 412-
298-4796 or cowell@eplc.org.  
 
 

EPLC NEWS 

 Register Now! EPLC will be hosting a nonpartisan, one-day Education Issues Workshop for 
Legislative Candidates, Campaign Staff, and Interested Voters on Thursday, July 31 in 
Harrisburg.  Space is limited.  Click here to learn more about workshop and to register. 
 

 Each month, EPLC publishes The Note: Arts and Education News from EPLC and the 
Pennsylvania Arts Education Network.  Click here to read the June edition of the newsletter.  To 
receive all arts related news from EPLC and updates about Network activities, join the Network.  
 

 The June episode of Focus on Education was broadcast on Pennsylvania Cable Network (PCN) on 
June 8 and is now available to watch online.  The episode discussed the legacy of Brown v. Board 
of Education after 60 years, with guests Homer C. Floyd, former executive director of the 
Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission; Rhonda Brownstein, Esq., executive director of the 
Education Law Center; and Erica Frankenberg, Ed.D., assistant professor in the Department of 
Education Policy Studies at Penn State University. 

 
The July show will discuss “Teaching in Pennsylvania.” 
 
All past monthly shows are archived and available “on demand” on the EPLC Focus on Education 
webpage, here. 

http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol44/44-24/1244.html
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol44/44-24/1244.html
http://www.eplc.org/leadership-programs/education-policy-fellowship-program/about-the-program/
mailto:robinson@eplc.org
mailto:cowell@eplc.org
http://www.eplc.org/2014/06/register-now-july-31in-harrisburg-eplcs-education-issues-workshop-for-legislative-candidates-campaign-staff-and-interested-voters/
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/The-Note--Arts-and-Education-News-from-EPLC---the-PA-Arts-Education-Network.html?soid=1103584053062&aid=PLo3-DgeB74
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1fU9Bp8Bzrvsh_v5lTCkrCVAZm6dskUveCvgu3yJLffY/viewform
http://vimeo.com/97739096
http://www.eplc.org/focus-on-education-episodes/
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Be a sponsor!  The monthly show is an opportunity to get the name of your organization or 
cause in front of a statewide audience that has an interest in education issues.  Introductory 
rates for sponsors are available now for a limited time.  For more details, and to discuss your 
sponsorship for one or more monthly shows, please email Ron Cowell at cowell@eplc.org. 

 
 

DATEBOOK 
 
For more complete information on upcoming events, please visit www.eplc.org and click on "Events 
Calendar." 
 

 ASCD’s Conference on Teaching Excellence will be held June 27 – 29 in Dallas, Texas.  Choose 
from more than 150 sessions on assessment, college and career readiness, STEM, and instructional 
practices.  Click here for more information and to register. 

 

 The Pennsylvania Department of Education, Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, and 
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association will be hosting a "Common Sense Arts Standards" 
workshop for administrators on Monday, June 30 from 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM at PaTTAN Harrisburg.  
The workshop is designed to simplify comprehension of recently adopted PA Core State ELA 
Standards and demonstrate how the arts can be leveraged to meet the expectations set by this new 
paradigm for teaching and learning.  Registration is free and Act 48 credits are available.  Click here 
to register. 

 

 The State Board of Education will meet July 9 – 10 in Harrisburg. 
 

 The Pennsylvania School Boards Association and the Pennsylvania School Board Solicitors 
Association are hosting the 2014 School Solicitors’ Symposium in State College July 10 – 11.  
Click here for more information and to register. 
 

 Save the Date!  The 4
th

 Annual Arts and Education Symposium, sponsored by EPLC and the PA 
Arts Education Network, will be held in Harrisburg on Thursday, October 2.  More details soon. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  

Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 

attribution to EPLC is provided.  The Education Policy and Leadership Center is an independent, non-

partisan and not-for-profit organization.  The Mission of the Education Policy and Leadership Center is to 

encourage and support the development and implementation of effective state-level education policies to 

improve student learning in grades P-12, increase the effective operation of schools, and enhance 

educational opportunities for citizens of all ages. 

 

mailto:cowell@eplc.org
http://www.eplc.org/
http://www.ascd.org/conference-on-teaching-excellence.aspx
http://www.pattan.net/category/Training/Calendar/event/event.html?id=90309628-bb78-401b-8b4e-8cc84ef2d1d5
https://www.psba.org/workshops/?workshop=146

