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Summary of Governor Wolf’s Proposed Education Budget  

FY 2015-16 
 
Governor Wolf today delivered a message to the General Assembly and all Pennsylvanians that 
offered a state budget for 2015-2016 and a bold vision for the future of Pennsylvania. 
 
His message highlighted education as “the heart of everything we want to achieve.” 

   
Here are education-related highlights from Governor Wolf’s proposal: 
 
 Increase of $400 million for Basic Education Subsidy (6.98% increase).  This combined line item includes 

what was for 2014-15 separate line items for Basic Subsidy, Accountability Block Grant, and Ready to Learn 
Block Grant. 

 Increase of $100 million for Special Education (9.55% increase). 

 Increase of $120 million for Early Education – Pre-K Counts and Supplemental Head Start -(87.93% 
increase). 

 Increase of $23 million for Career and Technical Education (37.10% increase) 

 Increase of $4.6 million for Adult and Family Literacy (38.10% increase). 

 Increase of $15 million for Community Colleges (6.98% increase). 

 Increase of $45.302 million to State System of Higher Education (10.98% increase). 

 Increase of $82.138 million to State-Related Universities (15.76% increase). 

 Increase of $2 million for the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts (PCA) grants to arts organizations 
(23.3% increase). 
 

The early education funding increase will increase the number of children in Pre-K Counts and state-
funded Head Start Supplemental Assistance programs by 75% or more than 14,000 children. 
 
The Governor discussed his plan to have state government assume more of the financial responsibility for 
basic education costs, noting that the share of K-12 costs currently covered by state funding ranks us in 
the bottom of the nation.  He said he wants to get the state share in Pennsylvania to 50%. 
 
The Governor said his plan to increase state support for K-12 over several years will allow for a major cut 
in school district property taxes throughout the state. 
 
The Governor also said he wants to completely restore the higher education cuts made in 2011 over the 
next two years. 
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The significant increases in education funding proposed by the Governor will not happen easily. 
 
Before increases are considered, the Governor and General Assembly must deal with a budget structural 
deficit of approximately $2 billion left as a result of a 2014-2015 state budget funded substantially with 
one-time revenues. 
 
The Governor has proposed as part of his Budget Message an increase in the state’s personal income 
tax and sales taxes, to be offset for many by cuts in local property taxes.  He also proposed a significant 
cut in some business taxes that will be funded by closing major loopholes in the state’s business tax 
system that allow over two-thirds of corporations doing business in Pennsylvania to have no corporate net 
income tax. 
 
The General Assembly will quickly begin budget hearings by the respective Appropriations Committees in 
the House of Representatives and Senate, and these will continue through most of March.  The House 
Committee on Appropriations will hear from the Department of Education on March 16 and the Senate 
Committee will hear from the Department on March 30. 
 
 
More Budget Information 
 

 EPLC will be hosting policy forums in Harrisburg (March 18), Pittsburgh (March 19), and 
Philadelphia (April 1) to discuss the proposed 2015-16 budget and the Governor’s proposals for 
education.  Click here for more information about the policy forums and to RSVP.  Space is limited for 
each event and an RSVP is required.   

 The Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center will host its Annual Budget Summit on Wednesday, 
March 25 from 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM in Harrisburg.  The Summit will provide an in-depth look at the 
Governor’s spending plan and an update on the federal budget – and what it means for communities 
and families across Pennsylvania.  Register here. 

 
 
From Governor Wolf and the Pennsylvania Department of Education 
 
For more details about the proposed budget, go to these links at the Department of Education and 
the Governor’s Office. 
 

From the Department of Education 

 Governor Wolf’s Budget Makes Historic Investment in Education (press release) 

 Governor Wolf’s 2015-16 Proposed Education Budget Presentation (PDF) 

 Governor Wolf’s 2015-16 Proposed Education Budget – Fast Facts (PDF) 

 Summary of State Appropriations 

 
The following file contains a summary of the Governor’s proposed funding levels for 2015-2016 
Department of Education appropriations. 
 
Schools That Teach: 2015-16 Budget 
 
The Governor’s Budget invests $1 billion in early childhood, K-12 and higher education funding, and 
represents the first phase in Governor Wolf’s goal of investing $2 billion in preK-12 education over the 
next four years to meet the state’s educational commitments and provide all children with a quality public 
education. 

 

http://www.eplc.org/policy-programs-and-projects/forums-and-special-events/pennsylvania-education-policy-forum/
http://org2.salsalabs.com/o/6751/p/salsa/event/common/public/?event_KEY=69456
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=7234&PageID=1005857&mode=2&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/cop_hhs/pde/single_web/newsroom_press_releases/pde_press_releases/articles/governor_wolf_s_budget_makes_historic_investment_in_education.html
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/http;/www.portal.state.pa.us;80/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_148494_1481912_0_0_18/Governor%20Wolfs%202015-16%20Proposed%20Education%20Budget%20Presentation.pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/http;/www.portal.state.pa.us;80/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_148494_1481911_0_0_18/2015-16%20Budget%20Fast%20Facts.pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/education_budget/8699/summary_of_state_appropriations_for_education/539258
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/education_budget/8699/summary_of_state_appropriations_for_education/539258
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/education_budget/8699/schools_that_teach__2015-16_budget/539263
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/education_budget/8699/schools_that_teach__2015-16_budget/539263
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From the Governor’s Office 

 Governor Wolf’s 2015-2016 Budget Speech 

 2015-16 Governor’s Executive Budget (PDF) 

 2015-16 Budget in Brief (PDF) 

 2015-16 Proposed Budget Line-Item Appropriations (PDF) 

 2015-16 Proposed Budget Slide Presentation (PDF) 

 2015-16 Proposed Budget Dashboard 

 Wolf: My Budget Makes Historic Investments In Education; Takes Steps to Rebuild the Middle 

Class  
 
BUDGET DATEBOOK 

 On Sunday, April 12 at 3:00 PM, EPLC's Focus on Education program on PCN will discuss 
Governor Corbett's proposed budget for education. Watch the episode online after it airs, at 
eplc.org 

 The House and Senate Appropriations Committees will hold budget hearings in Harrisburg 
throughout the month of March. Click here for a list of House hearing dates and times and here 
for a list of the Senate hearing dates and times. 

 EPLC will be hosting policy forums in Harrisburg (March 18), Pittsburgh (March 19), 
and Philadelphia (April 1) to discuss the proposed 2015-16 budget and the Governor's 
proposals for education. Click here for more information about the policy forums or to RSVP. 
Space is limited for each event and an RSVP is required. 

 The Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center will host its Annual Budget Summit on 
Wednesday, March 25 from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM in Harrisburg. The Summit will provide an in-
depth look at the Governor's spending plan and an update on the federal budget - and what it 
means for communities and families across Pennsylvania. Register here. 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 

EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  

Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 

attribution to EPLC is provided.  The Education Policy and Leadership Center is an independent, non-

partisan and not-for-profit organization.  The Mission of the Education Policy and Leadership Center is to 

encourage and support the development and implementation of effective state-level education policies to 

improve student learning in grades P-12, increase the effective operation of schools, and enhance 

educational opportunities for citizens of all ages. 

 

http://www.governor.pa.gov/Pages/Pressroom_details.aspx?newsid=1579#.VPXjL3R0xoI
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1481901/2015-16_budget_document_pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1481893/2015-16_budget_in_brief_pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1481896/2015-16_line_item_appropriations_pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/document/1481895/2015-16_budget_slide_presentation_pdf
http://www.budget.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_2_38668_4566_458236_43/http%3B/pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/cop_general_government_operations/oa/ob_internet/ob_internet_content/ob_commonwealth_budget/index.html
http://www.governor.pa.gov/Pages/Pressroom_details.aspx?newsid=1580
http://www.governor.pa.gov/Pages/Pressroom_details.aspx?newsid=1580
http://eplc.org/
http://www.pahouse.com/HACD/
http://appropriations.pasenategop.com/
http://www.eplc.org/2015/03/register-now-for-an-eplc-forum-on-the-state-education-budget/
http://org2.salsalabs.com/o/6751/p/salsa/event/common/public/?event_KEY=73118

