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PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 
 
The House of Representatives will convene on Monday, January 14 while the Senate is scheduled to 
begin on Tuesday, January 22.    
 
 

Senate Appropriations Committee 
 
The Senate Appropriations Committee has released its schedule for the 2013-2014 budget hearings.  
The state-related universities (Pitt, Penn State, Temple, and Lincoln) are scheduled for Thursday, 
February 28; The Department of Education is scheduled for Monday, March 4 at 9:30 AM; and the 
Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education is slated for Tuesday, March 5 at 1:00 PM.  To view 
the complete schedule, click here. 
 
 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
On January 9-10, the State Board of Education held its 312

th
 meeting where it approved proposed 

regulation Chapter 18 (Financial Recovery).  Act 141 of 2012 directed the Board to promulgate 
regulations that establish criteria the Secretary of Education may consider in placing a school 
district in financial recovery status and determining whether a district is in moderate or severe 
recovery status.  Act 141 of 2012 already includes 15 criteria for the Secretary’s consideration.  The 
focus of the State Board of Education’s Advisory Committee’s work was to identify additional criteria that 
may be included on the list.  The board’s approval of the proposed Chapter 18 regulations marks the start 
of the formal regulatory review process.  After publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, the board will 
conduct public meetings or roundtables across the state to receive public input on the proposal.  This will 
then be followed by an opportunity for legislative input and review before the regulations become final. 

http://www.eplc.org/
http://www.eplc.org/publications_wpn.shtml
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/CO/SM/COSM.HTM
http://www.eplc.org/notebook2013/Chapter18_prop.pdf
http://www.eplc.org/notebook2013/Chapter18_prop.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/US/HTM/2012/0/0141..HTM
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Under Act 141 of 2012, the State Board of Education must promulgate these regulations within two years 
of the enactment of the legislation.    
 
The board also approved higher education final-omitted regulation Chapter 31 (General Provisions) which 
specifies degree requirements to be stated in terms of semester credit hours (minimum of 14 hours of 
classroom instruction) or quarter credit hours (minimum of 10 hours of classroom instruction).  The 
regulation also amends a section of current regulation pertaining to specialized associate degrees 
which requires the satisfactory completion of at least 60 semester credit hours with a minimum of 1,500 
clock hours or a minimum of 90 quarter credit hours.  The new final-omitted regulation changes “with” to 
“or” – making it either 60 credit hours or a minimum of 1,500 clock hours, but not both.   
 
A final-omitted regulation is a regulation promulgated by an agency without prior publication of a notice of 
proposed rulemaking in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.  There is no formal opportunity for public, Education 
Committee, and IRRC comments.  The regulatory review process allows for this when comments from the 
public are not appropriate, necessary, or beneficial. 

 
Click here to read the report to the board from Deputy Secretary for Postsecondary and Higher Education 
L. Jill Hans, and a report to the State Board for Vocational Technical Education from Carolyn Dumaresq, 
Deputy Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education.  
  
 

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 
 
On January 2, the Pennsylvania Department of Revenue reported that Pennsylvania collected $2.4 
billion in General Fund revenue in December, which was $112.4 million, or 4.8 percent, more than 
anticipated.  Fiscal year-to-date General Fund collections total $12.2 billion, which is $171.5 million, or 1.4 
percent, above estimate.  Click here to read the full press statement.   
 
 

PENNSYLVANIA BULLETIN  
 
An invitation for public comment was published in the December 29 edition of the Pennsylvania 
Bulletin (Volume 42, No. 52) regarding the Pennsylvania Department of Education's (PDE) proposed 
grant application under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA-B) for 
Federal Fiscal Year 2013.  The annual grant application provides assurances that the Commonwealth's 
policies and procedures in effect are consistent with the Federal requirements to ensure that a free 
appropriate public education is made available to all children with a disability from 3 to 21 years of age, 
including children who have been suspended or expelled from school.  Current PDE policies and 
procedures are available for review on the Department's web site at www.education.state.pa.us (click on 
the ''Programs'' tab, select ''Programs S-Z,'' select ''Special Education'' under ''Funding Sources,'' ''IDEA-B 
Grant Application,'' click 2012 IDEA-B Application'').   
 
Public hearings on the proposed grant application under IDEA-B will be held at PaTTAN locations on the 
following dates: February 25 (Pittsburgh); February 27 (King of Prussia); and March 1 (Harrisburg).  For 
more information on how to participate in these hearings, contact Beth Runkle at 717-783-2311 or email 
brunkle@pa.gov no later than February 8, 2013. 
 
 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 
As of December 21, the “Pay as You Earn” plan, which caps payments for Federal Direct Student 
Loans at 10 percent of discretionary income, became available to eligible borrowers.  President Obama 
first announced the “Pay as You Earn” plan in October 2011.  Under this new plan, as many as 1.6 million 
Direct Loan borrowers may be eligible to reduce their monthly payments.  The new option complements 
additional repayment plans offered by the U.S. Department of Education to help borrowers manage their 
debt, including Income-Based Repayment, which caps monthly loan payments at 15 percent of a 
borrower’s discretionary income.  Borrowers who are not eligible for “Pay as You Earn” may still qualify for 

http://www.eplc.org/notebook2013/Chapter%2031_finalomit.pdf
http://www.eplc.org/notebook2013/SBEReports_011013.pdf
http://www.revenue.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/news___reports/11221
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol42/42-52/index.html
http://www.education.state.pa.us/
http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans/understand/plans/income-based
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Income-Based Repayment, which more than 1.3 million borrowers already use.  To learn more about 
“Pay as You Earn” loan repayment option, visit studentaid.gov/payasyouearn . 
 
 

REPORTS 
 

On January 10, Education Week released its annual report Quality Counts 2013 which ranks the nation 
and states on a range of key education indicators.  The 2013 report includes a Chance-for-Success 
Index, which examines the link between education and beneficial outcomes at each stage of a person’s 
life as they move from childhood, through the K-12 system, and into college and the workforce.  The 
report also includes State of the States Report Card section which grades the states in key areas of 
performance and policy relating to:  the Chance for Success Index; K-12 Achievement Index; 
Teaching Profession; Standards, Assessment and Accountability; Transitions and Alignment; and 
School Finance.   
 
New to this year’s report is a look at the impact of a school’s social and disciplinary environment on 
students’ ability to learn and teachers’ ability to teach.  The report examines a continuum of 
disciplinary approaches from past punitive (and often discriminatory) “zero tolerance” policies to more 
promising alternative models that strive to reduce conflict and ensure school safety without resorting to 
expulsion or out-of-school suspension.  Quality Counts 2013 also explores how educators work to 
strengthen students’ ability to cope with academic and personal pressures to prevent peer conflict and 
bullying.  The role of parents and community groups, and even school building design and layout, are 
included in the school climate discussion.   
 
For 2013, the nation receives a C+, as does Pennsylvania.  For the nation this grade indicates a slight 
improvement.  However, for Pennsylvania it remains the same as last year.  For the fifth year in a row, 
Maryland earns honors as the top-ranked state with a B+.  The full Quality 2013 report and interactive 
state report cards are available at http://www.edweek.org/ew/toc/2013/01/10/index.html. 

 
 

EPLC NEWS 
 
The Education Policy and Leadership Center, with the cooperation of the Pennsylvania School 
Boards Association (PSBA) and the Pennsylvania Association of School Business Officials 
(PASBO), will conduct a series of regional full-day workshops for 2013 Pennsylvania School Board 
Candidates.  Incumbents, non-incumbents, campaign supporters and all interested voters are invited to 
participate in these workshops.  Registration is $45 and includes coffee and donuts, lunch, and materials.  
Workshops will be held in the following regions: Philadelphia (February 2); Harrisburg (February 9); and 
Pittsburgh (February 23).  For additional details and registration information, please visit the EPLC web 
site. 
  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 PA Partners, representing Pennsylvania's local workforce development professionals, is inviting 
interested parties to become a sponsor, exhibitor, or advertiser for the 29th Annual Employment, 
Training & Education Conference to be held May 8–10 in Hershey.  Click here  for more 
information. 

 

 Exhibitor registrations are now being accepted for The Promising Practices – Proven Strategies, 
2013 Extra Learning Opportunities Conference: “Building Bridges to New Possibilities.”  The 
conference will be held March 5-7 in State College.  To find more information about the conference, 
exhibiting and to complete the Exhibitor Prospectus, click here.  For more information contact 
Contrell Armor, Youth Development Coordinator, at (717) 763-1661, ext. 218 or via email at 
carmor@csc.csiu.org. 

 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans/understand/plans/pay-as-you-earn
http://www.edweek.org/ew/toc/2013/01/10/index.html
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001q31plh4h-kfddUgCbiUbistGRQrgwSyMe1JcIJ-XIBgGqKUF4qIkXjwMY-04EiOJno61FF5jXtJWEVgYxNnTwEzfRrLR8R4ygPNDhiZJqqgFGDvcnAFaEmuuGHO8rBjSj2Q4Ly69bZTAYC5f-gJInlwhLYvSo8h-V2crqBMEy2SdNx0I2kwIYQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001q31plh4h-kfddUgCbiUbistGRQrgwSyMe1JcIJ-XIBgGqKUF4qIkXjwMY-04EiOJno61FF5jXtJWEVgYxNnTwEzfRrLR8R4ygPNDhiZJqqgFGDvcnAFaEmuuGHO8rBjSj2Q4Ly69bZTAYC5f-gJInlwhLYvSo8h-V2crqBMEy2SdNx0I2kwIYQ==
http://www.papartners.org/images/2013Exhibitor_Sponsor_Ad_Brochure.pdf
http://promising-practices-elo.center-school.org/index.cfm?pageid=5182
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DATEBOOK 

 The Senate Republican Policy Committee will hold a public hearing on special education on 
Wednesday, January 23 in Harrisburg at 9:00 AM.  Click here for additional details. 

 

 The Senate Appropriations Committee will hold a budget hearing with the Governor’s 
Office/Governor’s Budget Office/Executive Offices in Harrisburg on Tuesday, February 19 at 
9:30 AM.  

 

 The Senate Appropriations Committee will hold a budget hearing with the Independent Fiscal 
Office--Economic Outlook and Revenue Overview in Harrisburg on Tuesday, February 19 at 3:00 
PM.  
 

 The Senate Appropriations Committee will hold a budget hearing with State Employees’ 
Retirement System (SERS)/Public School Employees’ Retirement System (PSERS) on 
Wednesday, February 27 in Harrisburg at 9:30 AM. 
 

 The Pennsylvania Association of Career and Technical Administrators will hold an Education 
and Workforce Development Symposium on “Preparing Students for the Workforce of Tomorrow” 
in Hershey February 26-27.  Click here for additional information and registration details.  
 

 The Pennsylvania Association of School Business Officials (PASBO) will hold their 58th Annual 
Conference and Exhibits in Pittsburgh March 19-22.  Click here for more details and registration. 

 

 The Pennsylvania Association of Nonprofit Organizations (PANO) will hold its 2013 Annual 
Conference in Harrisburg April 22-23.  Click here for more information.  
 

 
 

 

EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  

Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 

attribution to EPLC is provided.  The Education Policy and Leadership Center is an independent, non-

partisan and not-for-profit organization.  The Mission of the Education Policy and Leadership Center is to 

encourage and support the development and implementation of effective state-level education policies to 

improve student learning in grades P-12, increase the effective operation of schools, and enhance 

educational opportunities for citizens of all ages. 

 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/CO/SM/COSM.HTM
http://www.pacareertech.org/news/664/23rd-annual-education-and-workforce-development-symposium
http://www.pasbo.org/default.asp
https://netforum.avectra.com/eWeb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=PANO&WebCode=EventDetail&evt_key=99939d2a-b3e2-423b-99ff-f534b30a3ee7

