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PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 
 
The Senate and the Pennsylvania House of Representatives will reconvene in voting session on 
Monday, February 4 at 1:00 PM.   
 
Governor Corbett will address a joint session of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and the 
Senate to deliver his budget proposal for Fiscal Year 2013-2014 on Tuesday, February 5 at 11:30 a.m.  
 
 

PA Budget News 
 
The Governor and other representatives of the Administration have begun to share bits and pieces of 
information about what he is likely to propose in his Budget Address on February 5.   
 
On January 25, Governor Corbett, speaking before the editorial board of the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
indicated that he would not propose funding cuts for basic education or the four state-related universities.  
He stressed, however, that his plan to fund basic education and the state-related universities is 
contingent upon the state legislature enacting certain pension reforms.  Senate President Pro Tempore 
Joe Scarnati (R-25) promptly expressed disagreement with the Governor’s strategy to hinge the state’s 
obligation to adequately fund public education to any other policy initiative.   
 
There also was talk again from the Corbett administration of proposing a block grant to fund education.  
The block grant would be backed through selling off the state’s liquor stores which is estimated to earn $1 
billion over a four year period.  According to the Governor, the one shot infusion of state funds would be 
earmarked to finance programs involving school safety, learning in reading and math through third grade, 
individualized learning programs and science, technology, engineering and mathematics instruction in the 
sixth to 12th grades.   As part of last year’s budget pitch, the Governor proposed the Student 
Achievement Block Grant which the legislature soundly rejected.      

http://www.eplc.org/
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The view expressed already by many education advocates and some lawmakers is that appropriate 
funding to support Pennsylvania’s students should not be contingent on other conditions such as pension 
reform or selling state assets.  Those are important issues that should be debated on their own merits, 
and support for effective academic programs and services for students should not be held hostage. 
  
As a reminder, the House and Senate will hold budget hearings starting in mid-February. Click here to 
view the schedule for the House Appropriations budget hearings.  To view the complete schedule for 
Senate Appropriations Committee budget hearings, click here. 
 
Stay tuned! After the Governor’s budget address on Tuesday, EPLC will issue a special budget edition 
of the Notebook highlighting key education issues and proposed appropriations. 
 
 

House Republican Caucus 
 
On January 25, the House Republican Caucus unveiled a legislative package of bills aimed at 
reforming charter and cyber charter school funding.  The reform package addresses a variety of 
funding issues.  Here are just a few of those legislative proposals included in the GOP’s plan:  
 

 Special Education Funding:  Representative Bernie O’Neill (R-29) will reintroduce legislation to 
create a commission to address inequities in the special education funding formula.  The commission 
will also be charged with determining how the state should fund charter and cyber charter special 
education students. 

 Pension Double Dip:  Representative Joe Emrick (R-137) will introduce legislation to allow 
deductions for school district pension payments prior to calculating payment to cyber charter schools.  
This one change, according to the press statement released by the House GOP, will save 
approximately $165 million for school districts over the next five years. 

 Cyber Funding Reforms:  Representative Mike Reese (R-59) will introduce legislation to make the 
following additional changes to the current cyber charter funding formula for non-special education 
students: 

 
o A new “Cyber Program” deduction to spur on competition between school districts and cyber 

charter schools.  School districts would be permitted to deduct 50 percent of any cyber program 
they offer to their own resident students. 

o Districts would be allowed to make additional deductions in calculating their payments to cyber 
charter schools; these deductions represent costs that occur in a brick-and-mortar setting, but not 
necessarily in a cyber-setting.  The proposed new deductions are:  
 
 Extra-curricular activities would allow school districts to deduct 50 percent of the costs they 

incur for these activities, but would not change the availability of extra-curricular activities to 
cyber charter students who choose to participate in their home district activities.  

 District pupil services would allow school districts to deduct 100 percent of the costs 
associated with certain services that are offered in traditional school setting, but not 
necessarily in cyber charter schools such as: student health services, food services, and 
library services.   

 
Click here to read the House Republican Caucus’ press statement which includes additional details about 
the Charter and Cyber Charter School Funding Reform proposal.   
 
 

PA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 
On January 28, the Secretary of Education denied eight cyber charter school applications for the 
2013-2014 school year citing significant deficiencies in curriculum, finance, and overall operations.  
Under Pennsylvania’s Charter School Law, the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) has sole 
responsibility for the oversight of cyber charter schools, including the granting and revocation of a charter.  

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/CO/HM/COHM.HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/CO/SM/COSM.HTM
http://www.pahousegop.com/NewsItem.aspx?NewsID=16273
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A thorough review, including public hearings to consider each cyber charter school’s application, was 
conducted in November.  Based on the information obtained through that process, Secretary Ron Tomalis 
denied the eight applications and identified the deficiencies in each proposal.  Applicants have the option 
to address the deficiencies and resubmit the application to the Department for reconsideration or appeal 
the decision to the State Charter Appeal Board.  Each denial letter can be accessed by visiting the PDE 
website and clicking on “2013-2014 Cyber Charter School Decisions.”  
 

 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

On January 25, the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR) issued guidance 
clarifying school districts' existing legal obligations to provide equal access to extracurricular 
athletic activities to students with disabilities.  In addition to explaining those legal obligations, the 
guidance urges school districts to work with community organizations to increase athletic opportunities for 
students with disabilities, such as opportunities outside of the existing extracurricular athletic program. 

The guidance letter provides examples of the types of reasonable modifications that schools may be 
required to make to existing policies, practices, or procedures for students with intellectual, 
developmental, physical, or any other type of disability.  The letter also notes that the law does not require 
that a student with a disability be allowed to participate in any selective or competitive program offered by 
a school district, so long as the selection or competition criteria are not discriminatory.  For more 
information about the OCR, click here.  
 
 

EPLC NEWS 
 
 EPLC, in cooperation with the Pennsylvania Cable Network (PCN), is producing a monthly series of 

hour-long programs dedicated to raising awareness about current education issues that affect 
Pennsylvania’s students and taxpayers, and ultimately, the future of our workforce and communities. 
The first show of “Focus on Pennsylvania Education” will be on the topic of School Safety and will be 
broadcast on PCN on Wednesday, February 13, at 9:00 p.m.  Watch for more information in coming 
weeks at www.eplc.org. 

 
 EPLC, with the cooperation of the Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PSBA) and the 

Pennsylvania Association of School Business Officials (PASBO), will conduct a series of regional 
full-day workshops for 2013 Pennsylvania School Board Candidates.  Incumbents, non-
incumbents, campaign supporters and all interested voters are invited to participate in these 
workshops.  Registration is $45 and includes coffee and donuts, lunch, and materials.  Workshops 
will be held in Norristown (February 2); Harrisburg (February 9); and Monroeville (February 23).  For 
additional details and registration information, please visit the EPLC web site. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Sylvia P. Simms, community activist and the founder of Parent Power, has been appointed to the 
Philadelphia School Reform Commission.  Ms. Simms will fill a position vacated by Commissioner 
Lorene Cary and will serve a four-year term.  Ms. Sims was recognized by EPLC in 2011 with the 
Leadership Program Alumni Award.  She had participated in EPLC’s Parent and Community Leadership 
Institute in Philadelphia in 2009.  Congratulations,Sylvia! 
 
 

DATEBOOK 
 
 The House Education Committee will hold an informational meeting with Carolyn Dumaresq, 

Deputy Secretary for the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, on the transition to 
Keystone Exams on Wednesday, February 6 at 9:00 A.M.  Click here for details. 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/charter_school_appeal_process/7358
http://www.education.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/pennsylvania_department_of_education/7237
http://www.education.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/pennsylvania_department_of_education/7237
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201301-504.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/aboutocr.html
http://www.eplc.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001q31plh4h-kfddUgCbiUbistGRQrgwSyMe1JcIJ-XIBgGqKUF4qIkXjwMY-04EiOJno61FF5jXtJWEVgYxNnTwEzfRrLR8R4ygPNDhiZJqqgFGDvcnAFaEmuuGHO8rBjSj2Q4Ly69bZTAYC5f-gJInlwhLYvSo8h-V2crqBMEy2SdNx0I2kwIYQ==
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/CO/HM/COHM.HTM
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 The House Education Committee will hold an informational meeting on the implementation of the 
teacher educator effectiveness system and the adoption of PDE’s new performance profiles 
(state report cards) on Wednesday, February 13 at 9:00 A.M.  Click here for details. 
 

 The Senate Education Committee and the Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs and 
Emergency Preparedness will hold a joint hearing on School Emergency Plans and Security 
Measures on Wednesday, February 13 in Harrisburg at 9:00 AM.  Click here for details. 

 

 The Senate Appropriations Committee will hold a budget hearing with the Governor’s 
Office/Governor’s Budget Office/Executive Offices in Harrisburg on Tuesday, February 19 at 
9:30 AM.  

 

 The Senate Appropriations Committee will hold a budget hearing with the Independent Fiscal 
Office--Economic Outlook and Revenue Overview in Harrisburg on Tuesday, February 19 at 3:00 
PM.  
 

 The Pennsylvania Budget and Policy Center will hold its annual Budget Summit featuring an in-
depth look at the Governor's budget proposal and an update on the federal budget — and what they 
mean for communities and families across Pennsylvania on Thursday, February 21 in Harrisburg 
from 9:00 AM-3:00 PM.  Click here for details and registration. 

 

 The Senate Appropriations Committee will hold a budget hearing with State Employees’ 
Retirement System (SERS)/Public School Employees’ Retirement System (PSERS) on 
Wednesday, February 27 in Harrisburg at 9:30 AM. 
 

 The Pennsylvania Association of Career and Technical Administrators will hold an Education 
and Workforce Development Symposium on “Preparing Students for the Workforce of Tomorrow” 
in Hershey February 26-27.  Click here for additional information and registration details.  
 

 
 

 

EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  

Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 

attribution to EPLC is provided.  The Education Policy and Leadership Center is an independent, non-

partisan and not-for-profit organization.  The Mission of the Education Policy and Leadership Center is to 

encourage and support the development and implementation of effective state-level education policies to 

improve student learning in grades P-12, increase the effective operation of schools, and enhance 

educational opportunities for citizens of all ages. 

 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/CO/HM/COHM.HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/CO/SM/COSM.HTM
http://org2.democracyinaction.org/o/6751/p/salsa/event/common/public/?event_KEY=51173
http://www.pacareertech.org/news/664/23rd-annual-education-and-workforce-development-symposium

