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On May 29, House Appropriations Majority Chairman William Adolph (R-165) and other House leaders 
introduced House Bill 1437, the House Republican budget proposal for 2013-2014.  The proposal spends 
$28.3 billion, which is a $578 million or 2.1 percent increase over the current fiscal year.  
 
Governor Corbett delivered in February a budget proposal of $28.4 billion.  Regarding education line 
items, HB 1437 is mostly the same as the Governor’s proposal, with seven exceptions: 
 

 For the General Government Operations appropriation, the Governor proposed $23.414 million; 
which is the current 2012-2013 level.  The House Republicans propose $23.648 million, which is 
an increase of $234 thousand over the current year. 
 

 For the Basic Education subsidy, the Governor proposed $5.493 billion; which is an increase of 
$90 million over the current year.  The House Republicans propose $5.503 billion; which is an 
increase of $100 million over the current year. 
 

 For the PA Charter Schools for the Deaf and Blind subsidy, the Governor proposed $41.499 
million; which is an increase of $897 thousand over the current year.  The House Republicans 
propose $41.709 million; which is an increase of $1.107 million over the current year. 

 

 For the School Employees’ Social Security appropriation, the Governor proposed $544.55 
million, which is an increase of $112 thousand over the current year.  The House Republicans 
propose $522.5; which is an actual decrease of $21.938 million from the current year. 

 

 For the School Employees’ Retirement appropriation, the Governor proposed $1.08 billion; 
which is an increase of $223.948 million over the current year.  The House Republicans propose 
$1.017 billion; which is a lesser increase of $160.948 million over the current year. 

 

 For the Transfer to Community College Capital Fund, the Governor proposed $47.869; which 
is the current 2012-2013 level.  The House Republicans propose $48.869; which is an increase of 
$1 million over the current year. 

 

 The House Republican budget bill also includes a new line item for $350 thousand in 
Pennsylvania Internship Program Grants under the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance 
Agency (PHEAA). 

 
For line items related to the Arts, Museums, and Libraries, HB 1437 is mostly the same as the Governor’s 
proposal, with four exceptions:  
 

 For the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, the Governor proposed $919 thousand; which is an 
increase of $33 thousand over the current year.  The House Republicans propose $932 
thousand, which is an increase of $46 thousand over the current year. 
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 For the State Library, the Governor proposed $1.964 million; which is the current 2012-2013 
level.  The House Republicans propose $1.975 million; which is an increase of $29 thousand. 

 

 For the Library Access line item, the Governor proposed $2.821 million; which is the current 
2012-2013 level.  The House Republicans propose $3.321 million; which is an increase of $500 
thousand over the current year. 
 

 For the Historical and Museum Commission, the Governor proposed $18.474 million; which is 
an increase of $674 thousand over the current year.  The House Republicans propose $19.171 
million; which is an increase of $1.371 million over the current year.  

 
The following proposed appropriations are found in both the Governor and the House Republican 
proposed budgets: 
 
Early Education:  
The following early childhood education line items would receive an increase from the current year:  

 Pre-K Counts would receive a 5.4 percent increase of $4.5 million, for a total proposed funding 
of $87.284 million. 

 Head Start Supplemental Assistance would be funded at $39.178 million, an increase of $1.9 
million, or 5.1 percent.  

 Early Intervention would be increased $5 million, or 2.3 percent, to $221.973 million.  
 
Basic Education: 
The following basic education line items would receive an increase from the current year: 

 PA Assessment would receive a 7.2 percent increase of $3.77 million, for a total proposed 
funding of $55.961 million. 

 Pupil Transportation would be funded at $555.886 million, an increase of $13.631 million, or 2.5 
percent. 

 Nonpublic and Charter School Pupil Transportation would receive a 1.2 percent increase, or 
$950 thousand, for a total proposed funding of $78.614 million. 

 Tuition for Orphans and Children Placed in Private Homes would be funded at $58.941 
million, a proposed increase of $331 thousand, or 0.6 percent.  

 School Food Services would receive a 2.4 percent increase of $762 thousand, for a total 
proposed funding of $32.021 million.  

 Community Education Councils would be funded at $2 million, an increase of $200 thousand, 
or 11.1 percent. 
 

The following education-related line items would be flat funded at 2012-2013 levels: 

 Information and Technology Improvement: $4.181 million 

 Youth Development Centers -- Education: $10.185 million 

 Basic Education Formula Enhancements: $2.5 million 

 Pennsylvania Accountability Grants: $100 million 

 Teacher Professional Development: $6.459 million 

 Adult and Family Literacy: $11.675 million 

 Career and Technical Education: $62 million 

 Authority Rentals and Sinking Fund Requirements: $296.198 million 

 Special Education: $1.026 billion 

 Education of Migrant Laborers’ Children: $853 thousand 

 Special Education – Approved Private Schools: $98.347 million 

 Services to Nonpublic Schools: $86.384 million 

 Textbooks, Materials and Equipment for Nonpublic Schools: $26.278 million 

 Safe School Initiative: $2.022 million 

 Regional Community Colleges Services: $1.2 million 
 
Higher Education: 
All sectors of higher education would be flat funded at 2012-2013 levels: 

 Community Colleges: $212.167 million 

 State System of Higher Education: $412.751 million 
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 Pennsylvania State University: $227.694 million 

 University of Pittsburgh: $136.076 million 

 Temple University: $139.917 million 

 Lincoln University:  $11.163 million 

 Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology: $10.332 million 
 
In addition, the Governor’s proposed budget would maintain level funding for PHEAA Grants to 

Students at $344.888 million and Institutional Assistance Grants at $24.389 million.  

 

Libraries: 

The following library line items would be flat funded at 2012-2013 levels: 

 Public Library Subsidy: $53.507 million 

 Library Services for the Visually Impaired and Disabled: $2.567 million 

 

 
 
To view the entire budget proposed by the House Republican leaders, click here. 
 
For Representative Adolph’s news release about the budget proposal, click here. 
 

Additional information and analysis about the budget will be posted on EPLC’s website and in future 

editions of the Notebook as the budget debate continues during coming weeks.  HB 1437 is scheduled 

to be considered by the House Appropriations Committee on Monday, June 3.  

 
 
The EPLC Education Notebook (current and past editions) also is available by visiting the EPLC website at  
http://www.eplc.org/category/education-notebook/ 
 

 
 EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  
Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 
attribution to EPLC is provided. 
 
The Education Policy and Leadership Center is an independent, non-partisan and not-for-profit 
organization.  The Mission of the Education Policy and Leadership Center is to encourage and support 
the development and implementation of effective state-level education policies to improve student 
learning in grades P-12, increase the effective operation of schools, and enhance educational 
opportunities for citizens of all ages. 
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