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PENNSYLVANIA STATE BUDGET UPDATE 
 
The House Appropriations Committee on June 3 reported as committed House Bill 1437, the $28.3 
billion 2013-2014 Budget Bill introduced a week earlier by House Republican leaders.  The bill was 
approved along party lines by a vote of 21-14.  It is scheduled for action on the House floor June 10. 
 
The Senate Democrats on June 3 unveiled their 2013-2014 budget plan which proposes $28.4 billion, 
the same amount as offered by Governor Corbett in February.  However, their budget alternative 
assumes the receipt of federal funds for Medicaid expansion and about $100 million increased revenue 
from modernizing the liquor stores.  The Senate Democrats have outlined their priorities as investing in 
job creation, education and social service programs.  Senate Democratic Leader Senator Jay Costa said 
this plan includes $212 million more for education, specifically: 
 

 $39 million in additional direct grants to financially struggling school districts; 

 $50 million increase in Accountability Block Grants; 

 $20.5 million for Special Education, ending a five-year freeze in state assistance; 

 $17.4 million in direct tutoring grants for children struggling to meet state education standards; 

 $84 million for Charter Development Program to “ensure traditional school districts and charter 
providers work collaboratively to enhance quality education opportunities”; and 

 $3.5 million for community colleges. 
 
To see the proposal put forward by the Senate Democrats, click here. 
 
On the House floor next week, members will offer amendments to the House Republicans’ Budget Bill.  

http://www.eplc.org/
http://www.eplc.org/category/education-notebook/
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1437
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/RCC/PUBLIC/listVoteSummaryH.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&cteeCde=4&theDate=06/%203/2013&rNbr=523
http://www.pasenate.com/?p=14777
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PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 

 
The Pennsylvania House of Representatives and Senate reconvene in voting session on Monday, 
June 10 at 1:00 PM.   
 
 

House of Representatives 
 

 On June 3, the House of Representatives unanimously approved House Bill 1164 (Rep. Thomas 
Murt, R-152) by a vote of 191-0, sending the bill over to the Senate for further consideration. 
 
HB 1164, to be known as the Higher Education Course Scheduling Preference for Veteran 
Students Act, would provide for veteran students to receive a course scheduling preference at public 
institutions of higher education.  Schools with existing policies complying with the Act would not be 
required to adopt new policies. 
 

 On June 3, the House Finance Committee held an informational meeting on the property tax reform 
proposals introduced by members of the House.   
 
Representative Keith Gillespie (R-47) explained to the Committee that he will soon introduce a 
four bill package that would, among other things, offer a constitutional amendment to abolish the 
use of “hold harmless” in basic education funding; propose legislation that would ultimately 
eliminate all school residential property taxes and earned income taxes, and increase the state’s 
Personal Income Tax; and offer a constitutional amendment that would allow the General Assembly 
to address residential school property taxes without impacting property taxes paid by commercial 
properties.   
 
Representative Jim Cox (R-129) outlined his proposal contained in House Bill 76 and its companion 
legislation Senate Bill 76 (Sen. David Argall, R-29) that would fully eliminate school property taxes 
and increase the state’s sales tax and Personal Income Tax.  While Representative Cox stated the 
legislation would save $1.15 billion annually in replacement revenue, other lawmakers had concerns 
regarding loss in federal income tax deductions, the lack of a funding formula, and inequity 
specifically towards businesses. 
 
Representative Seth Grove (R-196) presented House Bill 1189 which would create the Optional 
Property Tax Elimination Act.  The legislation would allow property tax elimination to be decided at 
the local level by school boards without needing voter referendum. 
 
View online the written testimony provided to the Committee outlining the proposals: 

o Rep. Gillespie 
o Rep. Cox 
o Rep. Grove 

 
 

 During the week of June 3 the House Education Committee reported the following legislation from 
Committee to the House for further consideration: 
 

 House Bill 618 (Rep. Joe Emrick, R-137) would amend the Public School Code to fix the double-
dip cyber charter schools are currently receiving regarding pension payments from the school 
district and the state.  HB 618 was reported as amended.   
 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1164
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=379
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0076
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0076
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1189
http://wallaby.telicon.com/PA/library/2013/20130603TU.PDF
http://wallaby.telicon.com/PA/library/2013/20130603TT.PDF
http://wallaby.telicon.com/PA/library/2013/20130603TS.PDF
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0618
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The comprehensive amendment (Rep. Mike Reese, R-59) that was adopted provides for a two 
year period the ability for public schools to deduct pension contributions and food services 
to cyber charter schools; creates an 18-member  advisory commission to examine cyber 
charter school funding and issue recommendations by March 31, 2014; provides for direct pay  
to charter and cyber charter schools; and includes accountability provisions and other provisions 
regarding truancy, teacher evaluation, establishment of cyber charter schools, and fund balance 
limits.   
 
The Reese amendment was adopted by a vote of 13-12, with all Democrats and two Republicans 
opposing the amendment.  Additional amendments that would reduce the amount school 
districts may deduct for facilities acquisitions, maintenance and financing, and pension 
contributions in calculating their charter school payments were offered but failed to receive 
enough votes. 
 

 House Bill 980 (Rep. Mike Fleck, R-81) would impose a three year moratorium on the approval 
of charter school applications beginning July 1, 2013, and establish limits on the amount of 
unassigned fund balances a charter school entity may accumulate.  HB 980 was reported as 
committed. 

 

 House Bill 1207 (Rep. Jim Christiana, R-15) would amend the Tax Reform Code to provide 
additional funding for the Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program.  HB 1207 was 
reported as committed.  The bill provides that available tax credits increase from the current 
$100 million to $125 million and shall be allocated in the following way: 

o $75 million for contributions to scholarship organizations 
o $37.5 million for contributions to educational improvement organizations 
o $12.5 million for contributions to pre-kindergarten scholarship programs 

 

 House Bill 1141 (Rep. Stan Saylor, R-94) would amend the Public School Code to allow  for a 30 
day period following the enactment of the State budget wherein a school district may reopen 
its annual budget to reflect actual Federal and State allocations.  HB 1141 was unanimously 
reported as committed. 
 

 House Bill 1424 (Rep. Paul Clymer, R-145) would allow each school entity, beginning with the 
2015-2016 school year, to offer instruction on the Holocaust, genocide, and human rights 
violations within social studies and language arts courses or other appropriate courses of study.  
The Department of Education (PDE) must establish curriculum guidelines no later than 12 months 
from when this legislation is enacted.  Each school entity that offers this type of instruction shall 
provide for those instructors in-service training programs that shall be made available through 
PDE.  Chairman Clymer offered an amendment to strike out “in grade six through grade twelve” 
to allow schools to teach the subject matter at any grade level.  HB 1424 was unanimously 
reported as amended. 

 

 Senate Bill 470 (Sen. Pat Browne, R-16) is the companion bill of House Bill 2 (Act 3 of 2013) 
which established the Special Education Funding Commission, and charged the Commission 
with recommending a funding formula for the distribution of any increase to special education 
funding.  An amendment (Rep. Bernie O’Neill, R-29, original sponsor of HB 2) was adopted that 
deletes all current language except that which outlines the powers and duties of the Commission, 
and adds additional time for the Commission to complete its work, extending the deadline 
from September 30, 2013 to no later than November 30, 2013.  SB 470 was unanimously 
reported as amended. 

 

 House Resolution 338 (Rep. Hal English, R-30) would urge the Secretary of Education and the 
State Board of Education to ensure that Pennsylvania’s academic standards are thoroughly 
rigorous, and that the concerns relating to the adoption of the Common Core Standards are 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/RCC/PUBLIC/listVoteSummaryH.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&cteeCde=12&theDate=06/03/2013&rNbr=536
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0980
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1207
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1141
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1424
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0470
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0002
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0338
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addressed by amending state regulations as necessary.  HR 338 was unanimously reported as 
committed. 

 

 The House Appropriations Committee on June 4 reported as committed the five nonpreferred 
appropriation bills (Rep. William Adolph, R-165) that appropriate funds to the higher education 
institutions of Lincoln University (House Bill 1465); Penn State University and Pennsylvania College 
of Technology (House Bill 1466); University of Pennsylvania (House Bill 1467); Temple University 
(House Bill 1468); and the University of Pittsburgh (House Bill 1469).   
 
The bills appropriate the same amount of funding to the higher education institutions that they 
received last year, as proposed by Governor Corbett and maintained by the House Republicans in 
HB 1437.  All nonpreferred appropriations require per the Pennsylvania Constitution the affirmative 
vote of two-thirds of all members in the House and the Senate. 
 

 

Senate 
 

During the week of June 3, the Senate unanimously approved the following legislation: 
 

 Senate Bill 34 (Sen. Lloyd Smucker, R-13) which would make extensive changes to the 
Professional Education Discipline Act.  It would shorten the title to “Education Discipline Act” and 
further provide for definitions and imposition of discipline on additional grounds.  SB 34 would provide 
for confidentiality, subpoenas, and disposition of fees and fines.  It would also provide for cyber 
charter schools and make substantial editorial and technical changes and related repeals. 
 

 Senate Bill 46 (Sen. Anthony Williams, D-8) would amend the Public School Code providing for 
employment history review for all prospective employees of public, private, nonpublic, vocational-
technical schools and intermediate units.  Employees to be reviewed would include but would not be 
limited to prospective teachers and substitute teachers, and others who would be in direct contact 
with children, such as janitors, cafeteria workers, and independent contractors and their employees. 

 

 Senate Bill 797 and Senate Bill 798 (Sen. Pat Browne, R-16) which would preserve the pension 
rights of public school employees who return to public school service after taking leave to 
perform military service, ensuring the employees will receive credit in the Public School Employees’ 
Retirement System (PSERS) for the leave.  The two bill package would make consistent the multiple 
acts related to public school employee military leave; SB 797 would amend the PSERS Code (Title 
24 Education) and the Military and Veterans Code (Title 51 Military Affairs), while SB 798 would 
amend the Public School Code.  The bills would also bring into compliance state laws with the federal 
laws, specifically the federal Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Act of 2008 (HEART Act), the 
Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994 (USERRA), and the Internal 
Revenue Code (IRC). 

 
Note: SB 797 received a technical amendment in the Senate Appropriations Committee prior to the 
vote on the Senate floor. 

 
 

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 
Governor Corbett announced on June 5 that 34 public, school and academic libraries across the 
state will share $345,430 in grant funding to enhance services and improve access to materials.  This 
grant program is provided through the federal Library Services and Technology Act, overseen by the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services, and administered by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education’s Office of Commonwealth Libraries. 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1465
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1466
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1467
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1468
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1469
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0034
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0046
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0797
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0798


 
 
  

 
 

5 

 
The six grant categories for which libraries were invited to apply were:  content creation, digitization, K-12 
collection development, Moving PA Forward, technology hardware, and Try It projects.  A total of 96 
applications were received and considered for this grant.  For the list of grantee by name, county, and 
award amount, click here. 
 
 

REPORTS 
 
The Pennsylvania Association of School Business Officials (PASBO) and the Pennsylvania 
Association of School Administrators (PASA) on June 5 released the results of their joint annual 
school budget survey, “Third Consecutive Year of Cuts to Student Learning Opportunities As 
School District Finances Continue to Weaken.”   
 
The survey was sent in April and May to all 500 school districts and elicited responses from 187 school 
districts.  The survey reveals the continued decline of financial conditions for districts resulting from 
cumulative cuts made in each of the past two school years, and highlights the choices school districts are 
planning to make for the coming fiscal year.  Several findings include: 
 

 75% of school districts plan to reduce instructional programming; 

 47% of school districts expect to increase class sizes; and 

 30% of school districts plan to reduce elective course offerings such as foreign 
languages, arts, music, physical education and even some courses in math, science, 
English and social studies. 

 
School districts also reported plans to delay textbook purchases, reduce tutoring programs for struggling 
students, eliminate summer school, reduce field trips, cut extracurricular activities, and close school 
buildings. 
 
Sixty-four percent of districts plan to realize savings by not filling vacant positions, and 20 percent plan to 
implement furloughs.  More than half of school district leaders indicate they believe the financial condition 
of their district will worsen in 2013-14.   
 
Schools continue to use their reserve funds in record amounts, and while only four percent expect to end 
this year with a negative fund balance, the survey shows that many more districts will have completely 
exhausted their fund balances within five years, leaving large deficits that are strong indicators of financial 
distress. 
 
The Report also outlines the estimated impacts of federal sequestration, and the effects strains such as 
unfunded mandates have on school districts. 
 
To read the news release, click here. 
To read the full report, click here. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Pennsylvania Association of Elementary and Secondary School Principals (PAESSP) has 
announced the hiring of Dr. Paul Healey as their new Executive Director.  He will begin in July and 
eventually replace current Executive Director Dr. William Hartman, Jr. when Hartman retires in June 
2014.  Healey has experience as a teacher, assistant principal, principal, director of education and 
superintendent.  He has also served as the President of the Board of Directors for ASCD (formerly 
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development) as well as President of the Pennsylvania 
ASCD. 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=7234&PageID=1005857&mode=2&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/cop_hhs/pde/single_web/no_workflow_requried/news_and_media/articles/governor_corbett_announces__345_000_in_grants_to_34_libraries_to_enhance_services_and_improve_access_for_local_communities.html
http://www.pasa-net.org/NewsRelease6-5-13.pdf
http://www.pasa-net.org/SchoolFinanceReport6-5-13.pdf
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EPLC NEWS 
 

 The June episode of “Focus on Education” which covers The School Dropout Crisis and Dropout 
Prevention in Pennsylvania will be broadcast on PCN Wednesday, June 12 at 9:00 PM.  PCN also 
typically repeats the program at later times each month.  “Focus on Education” will not be 
broadcast in July and August, but will return this fall in September and be broadcast monthly 
through December.  Available online are the past episodes addressing school violence, student 
testing, the work of school boards, and how public education is funded in Pennsylvania.  To learn 
more, visit http://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/.  Information about sponsorships 
available for the show can be obtained by contacting Ron Cowell at 717-260-9900 or at 
cowell@eplc.org. 

 

 EPLC continues to accept applications for the 2013-2014 Education Policy Fellowship 
Program (EPFP).   

 
With more than 350 graduates in its first fourteen years, this Program is a premier professional 
development opportunity for educators, state and local policymakers, advocates, and community 
leaders.  State Board of Accountancy (SBA) credits are available to certified public accountants. 

Past participants include state policymakers, district superintendents and principals, school business 
officers, school board members, education deans/chairs, statewide association leaders, parent 
leaders, education advocates, and other education and community leaders.  Fellows are typically 
sponsored by their employer or another organization. 

To read about the Education Policy Fellowship Program, including the 2013-2014 schedule, click 
here.   

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the Fellowship Program and its requirements, please 
contact Program coordinators Mattie Robinson at 717-260-9900 or robinson@eplc.org, or Ron Cowell 
at 412-298-4796 or cowell@eplc.org. 

 
 

DATEBOOK 
 

 Education Voters PA is organizing a statewide call to action for public education on Monday, 
June 10 that will continue throughout the week.  For more information about how you can “do three 
things to make a difference in just 10 minutes”, click here. 
 

 The House Education Committee will meet on Tuesday, June 11 at 9:00 AM in Harrisburg to 
consider the following bills: HB 1342 (payment of salaries in case of sickness, injury or death); SB 34 
(Educator Discipline Act). 

 

 The Senate Education Committee will meet on Tuesday, June 11 at 10:30 AM in Harrisburg to 
consider the following bills: SB 78 (PHEAA grants and online education); SB 606 (automated external 
defibrillators); SB 31 (reporting of child abuse). 
 

 The Pennsylvania Education Summit -- co-sponsored by The Pennsylvania Business Council 
Education Foundation, Team PA Foundation, and Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children -- will be 
held Thursday, June 13 from 8:00 AM – 3:45 PM in Harrisburg.  To view the agenda and register for 
the Summit, click here. 

 

http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/02/13/feb-13-focus-on-education-premiere/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/03/13/march-13-focus-on-education/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/03/13/march-13-focus-on-education/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/04/10/wednesday-at-9pm-pa-school-boards/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/05/08/may-8th-at-9-pm-pa-school-funding/
http://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/
http://www.eplc.org/leadership-programs/education-policy-fellowship-program/about-the-program/
http://www.eplc.org/leadership-programs/education-policy-fellowship-program/about-the-program/
file:///C:/Users/ron/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/X53YWS7Y/robinson@eplc.org
file:///C:/Users/ron/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/X53YWS7Y/cowell@eplc.org
http://www.educationvoterspa.org/index.php/site/news/call-to-action-monday-june-10/
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1342
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0034
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0078
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0606
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0031
http://teampa.com/pa-education-summit/
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 The Special Education Funding Commission will conduct a meeting on Thursday, June 13 in 
Harrisburg. 

 

 The Americans for the Arts 2013 Annual Convention will be held June 14 – 16 in Pittsburgh.  
Online registration is closed but you can still register on site.  For more information, click here. 

 

 The Pennsylvania Department of Education will offer four half-day administrative Student 
Learning Objective (SLO) Information Workshops for the “Elective” portion of the teacher 
evaluations.  Two workshops will be offered on Tuesday, June 18 at PaTTAN Harrisburg from 9:00 
AM – 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM.  Two workshops will be offered on Thursday, June 20

 
at 

PaTTAN Pittsburgh from 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM.  The last day to register for 
one of the four half-day workshops is June 12.  To register, click here. 

 

 The Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) National Conference on Student Assessment 
will be held June 19 – 22 in National Harbor, MD.  To view the program and to register, click here. 

 

 The 39th Annual Pennsylvania Career and Technical Education Conference will be held June 26 
– 28 at the Seven Springs Mountain Resort near Pittsburgh.  This conference will include technology 
workshops and professional development sessions for secondary and postsecondary CTE 
instructors, administrators, supervisors, coordinators, education specialists, counselors, 
paraprofessionals and teachers of any discipline.  To register, click here. 
 

 The National Alliance for Public Charter Schools Conference will be held June 30 – July 3 in 
Washington, DC. To see the schedule and to register, click here. 

 

 The International Center for Leadership in Education will hold its 21
st

 Annual Model Schools 
Conference from June 30 – July 3 in National Harbor, MD.  For more information, click here. 

 
 

 

 

 

EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  

Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 

attribution to EPLC is provided.  The Education Policy and Leadership Center is an independent, non-

partisan and not-for-profit organization.  The Mission of the Education Policy and Leadership Center is to 

encourage and support the development and implementation of effective state-level education policies to 

improve student learning in grades P-12, increase the effective operation of schools, and enhance 

educational opportunities for citizens of all ages. 

 

http://convention.artsusa.org/
http://www.pdesas.org/Main/News/504837
http://www.ccsso.org/NCSA/Register.html
http://www.cte.iup.edu/pactec/Default.asp
http://www.publiccharters.org/Conference/2013/Home.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/21st-annual-model-schools-conference/event-summary-26d611e4a1a740b0ab2de0be5abf1152.aspx

