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PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 

 
The Pennsylvania House of Representatives and Senate are in recess until Monday, September 23 
unless sooner recalled by the Speaker or the President Pro Tempore. 
 
 

House of Representatives 
 
The House Education Committee held on August 5 an informational briefing on the revisions to the 
PA Common Core Academic Standards. 
 
On a panel before the Committee were Carolyn Dumaresq, executive deputy secretary of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE), Karen Molchanow, executive director of the State Board 
of Education (SBE), and Lee Williams, co-chair of the SBE Academic Standards Committee. 
 
Academic standards and assessment regulations are contained within Chapter 4 of Title 22.  Prior to the 
Common Core movement, input from colleges, the business community, and a commission charged with 
examining high school graduation rates called for more rigorous standards because of the lack of college- 
and career-readiness in high school graduates.  The military also called for raised standards, as they 
were finding graduates not equipped to pass the test to enter into service. 
 
In 2010, Pennsylvania adopted the National Common Core standards, which are the current Chapter 4 
regulations.  Molchanow and Williams said PDE and SBE were provided feedback from school districts 
and school officials asking for a hybrid approach to the standards that included a Pennsylvania specific 
approach. 

http://www.eplc.org/
http://www.eplc.org/category/education-notebook/
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State-specific amendments to the Chapter 4 regulations were scheduled to be implemented July 1, but 
were withdrawn from the legislative review process in late May.  On June 18 House Resolution 338 (Rep. 
Hal English, R-30) was adopted, making clear the General Assembly’s concerns about the amendments 
that would establish the PA Common Core, and resolving the Secretary of Education and the State Board 
of Education (SBE) take no further action on the development and implementation of new academic 
standards before consulting with the Legislative Education Committees.  The resolution requested a 
series of modifications to the amendments, which were considered by the Board and included in the 
revisions presented to the Committee during the hearing. 
  
Dumaresq remarked that some criticisms have been based on information observed and taken from other 
states -- states that are not necessarily doing what Pennsylvania is doing in regards to standards and 
assessment.  This has led to misinformation, which seems to have caused many of the concerns about 
the PA Common Core. 
 
Some of the concerns included the loss of local control with the imposition of a statewide or national 
curriculum; the use of national standardized assessments; the cost to implement the standards; and extra 
data collection and federal intrusion. 
 
Dumaresq and Molchanow assured the Committee: 

 No additional data will be collected beyond what is already collected.  Individual test scores will 
not be collected. 

 There will be no national assessment, except if deemed necessary for special education 
students, and then only after consultation with parents, teachers, and other stakeholders. 

 There will be no state or federal textbook or reading list.  Curriculum and textbook decisions are 
decided by local school districts. 

 
Dumaresq explained that standards are what the students are expected to learn during a particular grade 
level, and the curriculum is the way by which the students achieve those goals.  The assessment then 
tests whether or not the goals were met.  In order to prove effective, the curriculum, standards, and 
assessments must all be aligned.  While establishing curriculum is a local decision, the state is asking 
schools to examine and potentially rewrite their curriculum in order to align it with the updated standards. 
 
PDE provided in its testimony to the Committee a table of responses to HR 338.  In some cases, the 
response highlights where the provision that addresses the concern exists.  In other cases, the response 
adds the following language for SBE to consider that would either reinforce existing provisions or create 
new ones: 

 The new standards will only apply to public schools.  Private, religious, and home school 
communities will be exempt. 

 The name of the standards will be changed to the Pennsylvania Core Standards.  
 
Find the video recording of the hearing on the House Republican Caucus’ web stream archives page, 
here. 
 
To view the written testimony, click here. 
 
A public hearing on the Common Core is scheduled with the Senate Education Committee on August 29. 
 
 

Special Education Funding Commission 
 
On August 7, in Pittsburgh, the Special Education Funding Commission conducted its fourth public 
hearing. 
 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0338
http://www.pahousegop.com/wsa.aspx
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20130805tz.pdf
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The Commission was formed by Act 3 of 2013 with the purpose of developing a funding formula for the 
distribution of any future increase in special education funding.  It must issue a report no later than 
November 30, 2013.  Any formula recommendations would not go into effect until approved by the 
General Assembly. 
 
Richard Moss, division chief within the Bureau of Special Education, and Ronald Wells, special 
education adviser for the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE), provided statistics regarding the 
contingency fund.  Districts may apply annually for money from the contingency fund to cover 
extraordinary needs and expenses of individual students.  Moss explained the contingency fund is based 
on individual student applications; it is not a grant type of fund based on a formula.  Last year the Bureau 
of Special Education received a total of 788 requests, but only 30 percent of requests were granted due 
to the annual financial cap and the multitude of requests.  Moss and Wells explained the past ways by 
which the contingency fund money was directed, and compared those ways to the current system 
wherein applications are considered in the order of most costly, working down until total funds are 
expended. 
 
The Commission also heard from representatives of rural, urban, and suburban school districts in the 
region.  New Castle Area Superintendent John Sarandrea noted that over 21 percent of New Castle’s 
students qualify for special education services.  Ira Weiss, solicitor for the Pittsburgh Public Schools, said 
about 18.1 percent of his district’s students qualify.  Currently schools are funded based on the 
assumption that 16 percent of the student population in each district requires special education services.  
The North Allegheny School District has only an 8.4 percent incidence rate, but Assistant Superintendent 
Arlene Wheat explained the $3.6 million state subsidy still does not cover the district’s $12 million special 
education costs. 
 
Weiss recommended, and the Commission agreed, a formula should recognize actual enrollment 
differences rather than assume 16 percent for all districts.  Weiss and the other panelists also 
recommended funding be based upon need and services provided rather than just numbers of 
students. 
 
Find the written testimony and video recording of the August 7 hearing on Representative O’Neill’s 
webpage dedicated to the work of the Funding Commission, here. 
 
The next Commission hearing is scheduled for August 22 in Allentown. 
 
 

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 

 On August 20 the U.S. Department of Education approved Pennsylvania’s No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) waiver request.  The waiver is based on the three areas of college- and career-readiness, 
state-developed recognition and accountability for all public schools, and improving effective 
classroom instruction and school leadership.  The waiver applies to traditional public schools, brick-
and-mortar charter and cyber charter schools, career and technology centers, and intermediate units. 
 
Most notably, the waiver eliminates Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and replaces it with the 
School Performance Profile.  The School Performance Profile will provide for all public school 
buildings a building-level academic score based on academic achievement, including student 
performance on the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) and Keystone Exams; 
graduation, promotion and attendance rates; and closing the achievement gap. 
 
The new educator evaluation system will use the School Performance Profile to account for 15 
percent of a teacher’s evaluation beginning with the 2013-14 school year.  A new evaluation system 
for principals and specialists will be rolled out in the 2014-15 school year. 

 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0002
http://www.reponeill.com/SEFC_Hearings.aspx
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Title I schools will now receive a federal designation of “Priority,” “Focus,” or “Reward” based on 
the four Annual Measurable Objectives:  participation on the state-developed standardized 
tests (PSSAs or Keystone Exams); student graduation or attendance rates; closing the 
achievement gap for all students by reducing by 50 percent the percentage of all students scoring 
below proficient on the PSSAs or Keystone Exams over a six-year period; and closing the 
achievement gap for historically underperforming students by reducing by 50 percent the 
percentage of students with disabilities, economically disadvantaged students, and English language 
learners scoring below proficient on the PSSAs, Keystone Exams, or Pennsylvania Alternate System 
of Assessment over a six-year period. 
 
The Department will recognize “Reward” schools and provide intervention and support for “Focus” 
and “Priority” schools.  Non-Title I schools will not receive a federal designation, but will receive a 
School Performance Profile score and have access to the interventions and supports available to Title 
I schools. 

 
To read PDE’s NCLB FAQs document, which includes details about the School Performance Profile 
scores and Title I designations, click here. 
 
To read PDE’s NCLB Waiver Overview, which includes details about the intervention and support 
systems, click here. 
 

 The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) circulated earlier this month a reminder that 
the current version of the GED exam, 2002 Series GED test, will expire at the end of 2013, 
along with incomplete test scores.  Those who have already begun the 2002 Series GED Test but 
have not yet passed all five parts will have until December 31, 2013 to do so; otherwise they will be 
required to begin all five parts again in 2014 with the new GED test in order to receive their high 
school credential. 
 
PDE described the new test as more rigorous and a better indicator of high school equivalency and 
college- and career-readiness.  The new version will have four parts and will only be available in the 
computer-based format, unless testing accommodations for the paper-based format are required. 

 
To access outreach tools and information on alerting test-takers of this deadline, join the GED Testing 
Service’s 2002 Series Closeout Campaign, here. 

 
Test-takers are encouraged to visit www.finishtheGED.com for test center locations and information 
about preparing, registering, and completing the current version of the GED test.  Information about 
the new 2014 GED test can be found at www.gedtestingservice.com. 

 
 

REPORTS 
 
The PDK/Gallup 2013 Poll of the Public’s Attitudes Toward the Public Schools, released August 21, 
“shows deep confusion around the nation’s most significant education policies and poses serious 
communication challenges for education leaders,” concluded PDK International Executive Director 
William Burshaw. 
 
Highlights from the poll’s findings show: 

 Nearly two-thirds of those polled have never heard of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS).  
The majority of those who said they have heard of CCSS thought incorrectly that the federal 
government was forcing states to adopt them and that they covered every subject.  Less than half of 
those surveyed believed the Common Core standards would make American education more 
competitive globally, a key goal of the CCSS initiative.  Another key goal of the initiative is to teach 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/http;/www.portal.state.pa.us;80/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_148494_1359414_0_0_18/082013%20NCLB%20FAQs.pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/http;/www.portal.state.pa.us;80/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_148494_1359415_0_0_18/082013%20NCLB%20Waiver%20Overview.pdf
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/closeout
http://www.finishtheged.com/
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/
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critical thinking skills, which 95 percent of respondents selected as the most important 21
st
-century 

skill that schools should teach. 
 

 While Americans do not believe high school graduates are college and career ready, they also do 
not believe redesigning American high schools is the greatest priority.  Of President Obama’s three 
education priorities it comes last. Making college more affordable was rated the most important.  
Investment in early childhood education was rated second.   Almost two out of three Americans 
said they would be willing to support preschool programs with taxes. 

 

 Attitudes are changing about the benefits of increased testing and the use of test scores.  The 
findings reflect that 58 percent of Americans oppose linking teacher evaluation to student 
performance on standardized tests, compared to 47 percent last year.  Regarding student 
assessment, 36 percent of Americans believe increased testing has hurt school performance, while 
41 percent believe it has neither hurt nor helped student performance. 

 

 Most parents are not fearful about their child’s physical safety in school.  To increase safety, the 
public by a margin of almost two-to-one supports increasing mental health services over hiring more 
security guards.  Rather than arming teachers and administrators, 57 percent of those polled would 
prefer the implementation of screening procedures similar to those used in government buildings. 

 

 The majority of Americans believe public charter schools provide a better education than other 
public schools.  The findings illustrate 70 percent opposition to private school vouchers, which 
represents the highest level of opposition to vouchers ever recorded in the survey.   

 

 More than half of those polled support other alternative styles of schooling, such as 
homeschooling, and allowing students to progress at their own pace without regard to grade levels.  
Three out of four favor online college credit opportunities for high school students, whereas support 
has declined for allowing high school credits to be earned online. 

 

 Americans are divided when it comes to providing free public education benefits to children of 
immigrants who are in the United States illegally.  This is a partisan issue, with Republican 
opposition at 80 percent, while 66 percent of Democrats express support.  The poll also shows a 
divided public in regards to closing schools because of declining enrollment in order to save money. 

 

 The biggest challenge facing public schools remains lack of financial support.  According to 
public school parents, the second biggest problem is overcrowded schools. 

 
To read the press release, click here. 
To read the highlights, click here. 
To read the full report, click here.  
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 The Pennsylvania Commission for Community Colleges has appointed James J. Linksz as the 
Commission’s interim executive director.  Outgoing Executive Director Diane Bosak, who has been 
with the Commission for more than 11 years, has accepted the position of executive director with the 
Arizona Community College Coordinating Council.   
 
Linksz, during his 40 years of experience working in community colleges, served for three years as 
president of the Commission.  He was president of the Bucks County Community College for 20 
years prior to his retirement in 2012. 
   

http://pdkintl.org/noindex/2013_PDKGallup_PR.pdf
http://pdkintl.org/noindex/2013_PDKGallup_HL.pdf
http://pdkintl.org/noindex/2013_PDKGallup.pdf
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 The Board of Governors of the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education (PASSHE) has 
selected Frank T. Brogan as the System’s new chancellor.   

 
Brogan is currently the chancellor of the 12-campus State University System of Florida, a position he 
has held since 2009.  The Florida System is 2

nd
 largest in the nation, enrolling nearly 340,000 

students.  PASSHE ranks 13
th
 largest, enrolling about 115,000 students within its 14 universities. 

 
Prior to becoming chancellor, he served as president of Florida Atlantic University, was appointed 
lieutenant governor under former Governor Jeb Bush, and was elected Florida’s commissioner of 
education in 1995.  Brogan began his career in education, working his way from classroom teacher to 
dean of students, assistant principal, principal, and ultimately superintendent. 

 
Brogan will assume his new post in Pennsylvania on October 1.  He will be PASSHE’s fourth 
chancellor, and the third consecutive one to come from Florida.  Brogan replaces John Cavanaugh, 
who stepped down in February after serving five years as chancellor.  Peter Garland, executive vice 
chancellor, assumed the role of acting chancellor in March. 

 
The chancellor is the chief executive officer of PASSHE, which is comprised of the 14 universities: 
Bloomsburg, California, Cheyney, Clarion, East Stroudsburg, Edinboro, Indiana, Kutztown, Lock 
Haven, Mansfield, Millersville, Shippensburg, Slippery Rock, and West Chester.  PASSHE also 
oversees four branch campuses and several regional centers, including Dixon University Center in 
Harrisburg and the Multi University Center in Philadelphia. 

 

 The Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PSBA) has named Nathan Mains as the 
organization’s new executive director.  Mains is currently the president and state director for 
Communities in Schools of Pennsylvania (CISPA) where he has served since 2009.  He was a 
graduate of EPLC’s Education Policy Fellowship Program in 2009-2010. 
 
Mains will begin his new role in early September.  He replaces Stuart Knade, the Association’s chief 
counsel and assistant executive director for legal services, who became interim executive director 
following the departure of Tom Gentzel to the National School Boards Association at the end of 2012. 
 
CISPA is actively searching for the next state director.  View the position description and application 
submission requirements, here. 
 

 

DATEBOOK 
 

 The Special Education Funding Commission will hold a public hearing on Thursday, August 22 at 
10:00 AM in Allentown. 
 

 The Senate Education Committee will conduct a public hearing on the Keystone Exams on 
Monday, August 26 at 9:30 AM in Chester County. 
 

 The Senate Education Committee will conduct a public hearing on the Common Core on Thursday, 
August 29 at 9:30 AM in Harrisburg. 

 

 The State Board of Education will meet September 11 – 12 in Harrisburg. 

 

 The Public Interest Law Center of Philadelphia will host their 2013 Symposium on Equality on 
Thursday, September 12 from 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM in Philadelphia.  The event will feature panels, 
discussions, and presentations that focus on the privatization of government services, using 

http://t.co/BcGrN5NLWN
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healthcare, education, and land management as examples.  For program details, and to register for 
the event, click here. 

 

 The Education Law Center (ELC) will host their Annual Event on Wednesday, September 18 at 
5:30 PM in Philadelphia.  The event will feature Morris Dees, Esq., the founder and chief trial attorney 
at Southern Poverty Law Center, and will honor Dr. Barbara Minzenberg, deputy secretary of the 
Office of Child Development and Early Learning in the Pennsylvania Department of Education.  To 
purchase tickets or donate to ELC, click here. 

 
 

 
EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  

Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 

attribution to EPLC is provided.  The Education Policy and Leadership Center is an independent, non-

partisan and not-for-profit organization.  The Mission of the Education Policy and Leadership Center is to 

encourage and support the development and implementation of effective state-level education policies to 

improve student learning in grades P-12, increase the effective operation of schools, and enhance 

educational opportunities for citizens of all ages. 

 

http://www.pilcop.org/2013symposium/
http://elc-pa.givezooks.com/events/copy-of-morris-dees-a-passion-for-justice

