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PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 
 
The Pennsylvania House of Representatives and Senate will reconvene in voting session on Monday, 
October 21 at 1:00 PM. 
 
 

House of Representatives 
 

 The House Select Committee for School Safety met on September 30 to vote on the Committee’s 
final report on school safety.  The Select Committee, established by House Resolution 53 (Rep. Gary 
Day, R-187), is charged with developing and examining policies that enhance safety in Pennsylvania 
schools.  The Committee held four hearings during the spring and summer and was expected to issue 
the report of its findings and recommendations to the House of Representatives no later than 
September 30, 2013.  During the meeting, Chairman Day explained that further work is needed as the 
Committee is still gathering information and finalizing its recommendations.  The Select Committee 
voted to delay the final recommendations report.   
 
To view the website designated specifically for the activities of the Select Committee, which 
includes the press release and video of each hearing, click here. 
 

 During the week of September 29, the House of Representatives passed the following 
legislation: 
 

http://www.eplc.org/
http://www.eplc.org/category/education-notebook/
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0053
http://www.repgaryday.com/SelectCommittee.aspx
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 House Bill 974 (Rep. Rosemary Brown, R-189) would amend the Public School Code to require 
that the governing body of each school entity convene a public hearing every five years to 
consider whether the district will acquire automatic external defibrillators (AEDs) for each 
school building.  HB 974 would apply to area vocational-technical schools, charter or cyber 
charter schools, intermediate units, and school districts.  School entities that currently have AEDs 
in their buildings would be exempt from this requirement.  HB 974 passed on October 1 by a vote 
of 193-2.   
 
Prior the passage in the House the bill was reported as committed from the House Appropriations 
Committee, where it received on September 30 a fiscal note which can be read here. 
 

 House Bill 111 (Rep. James Roebuck, D-188) would amend the Public School Code to make 
changes regarding what content must be included in the State Board of Education’s 
master plan for higher education.  The Board, per the School Code, is required every five 
years to adopt a master plan for higher education. Currently the plan must include eight content 
elements.  The bill would eliminate those eight content elements and replace them with five new 
content elements: 

 Describe the current higher education landscape; 
 Identify unmet needs and gaps with regard to career fields, geographic and financial 

access; 
 Identify emerging higher education issues and recommend strategies designed to 

address the issues; 
 Identify gaps and opportunities for collaboration with basic education, workforce 

development programs, economic development and other related systems; and 
 Outline a plan for action by the Board to revise or update its higher education 

regulations. 
 
HB 111 passed on October 2 by a vote of 186-8.  Prior the passage in the House the bill was 
reported as committed from the House Appropriations Committee, where it received on October 2 
a fiscal note which can be read here. 
 

 House Bill 1189 (Rep. Seth Grove, R-196) would add to the Local Tax Enabling Act a chapter 
that authorizes school districts to assess and collect an “elimination tax” to reduce or 
eliminate property taxes.  The elimination tax may be an Earned Income and Net Profits Tax, 
Mercantile Tax, or Business Tax, or any combination of these taxes.  HB 1189 passed on 
October 2 by a vote of 149-46. 

 
Prior to the passage in the House, the House adopted an amendment on the floor on October 1 
that would exclude from the local Mercantile or Business Privilege tax the gross premiums of 
insurance companies authorized to do business in the Commonwealth.  Then HB 1189 was 
sent to the House Appropriations Committee, where it received on October 2 a fiscal note that 
can be read here. 

 

 The House Education Committee on October 1 reported as committed House Bill 1718 (Rep. 
Ryan Aument, R-41), which would amend the Public School Code to add an article titled the Online 
Education Initiative.  Under the Online Education Initiative, the Department of Education (PDE) shall 
establish a central online clearinghouse that catalogs approved online courses for students 
enrolled in grades six through twelve.  The clearinghouse would be accessible to school entities, 
nonpublic schools, home education programs, and the general public.  PDE must develop the 
application and application process by which providers may submit their online course offerings for 
inclusion in the clearinghouse.  The bill outlines the approval process, and provides for two reports to 
be submitted by the Secretary of Education to the Governor and Education Committees.  It clarifies 
that the Initiative would not prevent a school entity from establishing and offering its own online 
course or program, nor would it require a student to participate in an online program. 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0974
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=719
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/FN/2013/0/HB0974P2176.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0111
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=733
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/FN/2013/0/HB0111P0102.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1189
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=744
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/FN/2013/0/HB1189P2427.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1718
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 The House Education Committee held on October 2 a public hearing regarding teacher 
preparation programs and the teacher certification process.  The two pieces of legislation 
discussed were House Bill 1623 (Rep. Joe Emrick, R-137) and House Bill 1512 (Rep. Stephen 
Bloom, R-199). 

 
HB 1623 would prohibit an approved teacher preparation program from requiring as a 
condition of graduation a student’s passing score on the Praxis certification assessments.  The 
bill has support from the Pennsylvania Association of Colleges and Teacher Educators (PAC-TE), the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE), and representatives of two colleges who testified 
during the hearing. 
 
The argument presented against HB 1623 came from John Groves, the director of research 
retention and academic programs from Clarion University.  Clarion requires students to pass the 
Praxis as a condition of graduation.  The University does allow students who receive A grades but do 
not pass the Praxis to graduate with a Bachelor’s degree in Liberal Studies; this would not fulfill 
requirements to teach, but Grove clarified Clarion does allow students who fail the exam an extra 
academic semester to pass the exam without having to re-enroll in student teaching.  Grove 
mentioned the high standards for teacher certification in Pennsylvania and the sought out nature of 
Pennsylvania’s teachers because of those high standards, and said he believes passing the Praxis 
exams provides evidence that the candidate is fully qualified for certification and ready to teach 
directly after graduation. 
 
Grove stated that nine of the fourteen State System of Higher Education (PASSHE) have 
requirements requiring passing the Praxis as a condition of graduating with a degree in education.  
Subsequent testifiers did not support Clarion’s requirements and stated they did not know of other 
schools implementing such requirements. 
 
Divonna Stebick, assistant professor from the education department at Gettysburg College, further 
stated the Pennsylvania Code specifically states teacher preparation programs may not link 
graduation requirements to a student’s passing scores on such exams.  Later, in testimony provide by 
PDE Deputy Secretary of Postsecondary and Higher Education Jill Hans, it was clarified that PDE 
has made known to PASSHE their position of opposition towards using certification assessments as a 
graduation requirement.  However, PDE reviews the programs but does not have control over the 
policies used by PASSHE or any grounds to take legal action. 
 
Amy Roger, representing PAC-TE, and Constance Nichols, education department chair at Grove 
City College, both emphasized that professional teacher licensure and certification is a different 
process than college or university graduation requirements, and the two should be viewed as two 
separate tracks. 
 
HB 1512 would streamline the teacher preparation and certification process for individuals 
with post-graduate degrees.  Students who already hold a Master’s, Doctorate, or are enrolled in a 
post baccalaureate teacher preparation program would not have to take the basic skills test.  For 
those students still required to pass the basic skills test, HB 1512 would require them to take the test 
prior to official entry into the teacher preparation program.  The bill would provide reciprocity for 
applicants who received a certification from a state with similar standards.  It would also remove the 
requirement for a health assessment as a part of the certification process, but retain it as a part of the 
employment process. 
 
Acting Secretary of Education Carolyn Dumaresq said that HB 1512 was crafted by Representative 
Bloom in consultation with PDE.  Dumaresq offered support of the Department for both bills. 
 
Video of the hearing is available on the House Web Stream Archives page, here. 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1623
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1512
http://www.pahousegop.com/wsa.aspx
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 On October 15, the House of Representatives unanimously passed the following legislation: 
 

 House Bill 125 (Rep. David Maloney, R-130) would amend the Constitution to allow for a local 
taxing authority to exclude from taxation 100 percent of the assessed value of a homestead.  
Property tax relief is generated through gaming, increasing Earned Income Tax via voter 
referendum, and the Property Tax and Rent Rebate program, and delivered to homeowners 
through homestead exclusions. Current homestead exclusions may not exceed 50 percent of the 
median assessed value of all homestead property within a district.  HB 125 was reported as 
committed from the House Appropriations Committee before passing the House by a vote of 200-
0. 
 

 House Bill 1677 (Rep. Doyle Heffley, R-122) would amend Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) 
regarding limitations on the homestead property exclusion. HB 1677 would ensure that the 
homestead language would be aligned with any changes made to the Constitution by 
replacing the specific limitation language with language limiting the exclusion to the limits 
enumerated in Article VIII of the Constitution.  HB 1677 was reported as committed from the 
House Appropriations Committee before passing the House by a vote of 200-0. 

 

 The House Education Committee on October 16 reported the following legislation: 

 

 House Bill 1408 (Rep. Vanessa Brown, D-190) would amend the Public School Code to require 
the Office of Safe Schools to provide for firearm safety education for students in kindergarten 
through grade eight.  The guidelines must incorporate aspects of the standardized Eddie Eagle 
Gunsafe Program offered by the National Rifle Association.  HB 1408 was unanimously 
reported as amended. 
 
The amendment (Rep. Paul Clymer, R-145) that was unanimously adopted changes the 
location of the language to Article 15; and tasks the Department of Education, in consultation 
with the Office of Safe Schools and the Pennsylvania State Police, with developing the 
program guidelines. 

 

 House Bill 1411 (Rep. Jim Christiana, R-15) would establish the School District Web 
Accountability and Transparency (SchoolWATCH) Act.  The Act would establish an online 
searchable budget database detailing information concerning taxpayer expenditures and 
investments by school districts.  The database shall be developed, implemented, and 
maintained by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.  The development shall occur in three 
phases defined in the legislation.  HB 1411 provides for the contents of the SchoolWATCH 
website.  It also outlines the requirements of school districts under the Act.  HB 1411 was 
unanimously reported as amended.  The amendment offered by Representative Christiana and 
adopted was a “gut and replace” amendment which essentially replaced all of the original 
language of the bill with the amendment. 
 

 House Bill 1512 (Rep. Stephen Bloom, R-199) would amend the Public School Code to 
streamline the preparation and certification process for aspiring teachers.  HB 1512 would 
clarify the minimum education requirements for individuals seeking teaching certification, allowing 
students who have already obtained a higher graduate degree without receiving a baccalaureate 
first the ability to be certified.  Students who hold a Master’s, Doctorate, or are enrolled in a post 
baccalaureate teacher preparation program would not have to take the basic skills test.  For those 
students still required to pass the basic skills test, HB 1512 would require them to take the test 
prior to official entry into the teacher preparation program.  The bill would provide reciprocity for 
applicants who received a certification from a state with similar standards.  It would also remove 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0125
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=752
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=752
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1677
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=753
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1408
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1411
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1512
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the requirement for a health assessment as a part of the certification process, but retain it as a 
part of the employment process.  HB 1512 was reported as committed. 
 

See the October 2 House Education Committee hearing summary for more detail. 

 

 House Bill 1623 (Rep. Joe Emrick, R-137) would prohibit an approved teacher preparation 
program from requiring as a condition of graduation a student’s passing score on the 
Praxis certification assessments.  The Praxis exam would remain a requirement for teacher 
certification, but a passing score would not be required prior to graduation.  The Committee 
adopted a technical amendment, and then HB 1623 was reported as amended. 
 
See the October 2 House Education Committee hearing summary for more detail. 
 

 

Senate 
 

 The Senate during the week of September 29 adopted Senate Resolution 202 (Sen. Pat Vance, R-
31), recognizing October 2013 as “National Principals Month” in Pennsylvania; and Senate 
Resolution 222 (Sen. Pat Browne, R-16), designating October 2013 as “Pennsylvania’s Promise 
for Children Month.”  The House of Representative adopted on October 16 its version of SR 222 
(House Resolution 483, Rep. Phyllis Mundy, D-120).  Senator Browne and Representative Mundy, 
co-chairs of the Early Education Committee, held on October 16 a press conference to educate the 
public on the importance of quality early education. 
 

 The Senate Local Government Committee on October 1 reported as committed House Bill 1193 
(Rep. Rick Saccone, R-39), which would amend the First Class Township Code to allow police 
officers to run and serve as school board directors.  Currently only police officers of first class 
townships are prohibited to run for school board.  HB 1193 further clarifies that any police officer 
elected to the school board shall not also serve as a school police officer. 
 
During the meeting, Chairman Eichelberger noted the letter the Committee received from the 
Pennsylvania State Association of Township Commissioners that states the Association’s opposition 
to the bill on the basis that police officers of most first class townships enjoy Civil Service protection, 
which protects their jobs from being affected by politics, but therefore prohibits them from engaging in 
political activity. 

 

 On October 2 the Senate Education Committee held a public hearing on Senate Bill 1000 (Sen. Joe 
Scarnati, R-25).  SB 1000 would amend the Public School Code by adding an Article that would 
provide for a rural regional community college pilot program for underserved counties. 
 
Senator Scarnati explained the impetus for the legislation comes from what he described as a lack of 
access to high quality, low cost higher education opportunities for all Pennsylvanians.  The hearing 
focused on the need for a community college in the rural northwestern region of the Commonwealth. 
 
Randy Smith, president of Rural Community College Alliance, came from Oklahoma to provide to the 
Committee his expertise on the value of community colleges in rural areas throughout the country.  
Smith spoke of the ways community colleges are critical for economic development in rural 
communities.  A panel of three organizational leaders from the northwestern region spoke specifically 
about the need for a community college in the area. Susan Snelick, North Central Workforce 
Investment Board director, cited that the area is seeing a lack of technical job skills while the number 
of job opportunities requiring those skills is increasing.  Kate Lomax, executive director of the 
Community Education Council of Elk and Cameron Counties, noted that while the community 
education councils (CECs) were created to fill the gaps and partner with providers to offer many 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1623
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=R&BN=0202
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=R&BN=0222
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=R&BN=0222
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0483
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1193
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=1000
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educational programs, she opined the CECs do fall short in providing a community college-like 
education.  Lomax said the area is facing a “brain drain” with students going elsewhere for higher 
education and never returning.  Robert Esch, vice president of external affairs for the American 
Refining Group Inc., noted the ways in which a community college would benefit the industries, 
business communities, and overall economic sustainability of rural communities. 
 
Acting Secretary of Education Carolyn Dumaresq expressed concern with the legislation, and 
recommended the Committee examine carefully the recommendations of the 2011 Joint Legislative 
Budget and Finance Committee’s report and the Governor’s Advisory Commission on Postsecondary 
Education’s study to see if SB 1000 is an appropriate measure to combat the issue or if it would lead 
to duplicity of services.  Jim Linksz, interim executive director of the Pennsylvania Commission for 
Community Colleges, provided support for the bill but echoed some of Dumaresq’s concerns.  Among 
Linksz’s recommendations was the suggestion that the Committee consider utilizing more the existing 
expertise of the current 14 community colleges, and working collaboratively so as to not implement 
solutions that would exacerbate other problems. 
  
Written testimony, audio, and video of the hearing can be found here. 
 

 On October 15 the Senate Finance Committee held a public hearing on the Independent Fiscal 
Office’s (IFO) analysis of the property tax elimination proposal introduced as House Bill 76 (Rep. 
Jim Cox, R-129) and Senate Bill 76 (Sen. David Argall, R-29). 
 
Chairman Brubaker said the IFO conducted an analysis of similar legislation last session and 
determined while there would be benefits in eliminating property taxes, the proposal would have 
created a $1.5 billion shortfall in the first year that would continue to grow.   The sponsors of HB 76 
and SB 76 reintroduced the proposal, this time broadening the sales tax to include more products and 
services, and increasing the sales tax from six percent to seven percent. 
 
The Committee received testimony from IFO Director Matthew Knittel and IFO Deputy Director Mark 
Ryan.  Knittel provided an overview of the legislation and the fiscal impact summary, which 
concluded there would be minimal fiscal impact in the first year (FY 2014-15) but the proposal 
would over four years have a negative net fiscal impact of $1.031 billion. 
 
Other fiscal impacts would include higher federal income taxes for individuals and owners of pass-
through entities. 
 
To read the full IFO report, click here.  A video of the hearing is available on the Senate Finance 
Committee website, here. 
 

 The Senate Education Committee on October 16 reported the following legislation: 
 

 House Bill 1424 (Rep. Paul Clymer, R-145) would amend the Public School Code to allow each 
school entity, beginning with the 2015-2016 school year, to offer instruction on the Holocaust, 
genocide, and human rights violations within social studies and language arts courses or other 
appropriate courses of study at any grade level. The Department of Education (PDE) must 
establish curriculum guidelines no later than 12 months from when this legislation is enacted. 
Each school entity that offers this type of instruction shall provide for those instructors in-service 
training programs that shall be made available through PDE.  HB 1424 was unanimously 
reported as committed. 
 

 Senate Bill 847 (Sen. Stewart Greenleaf, R-12) would amend the Public School Code to direct 
the Secretary of Education to post on the Department of Education’s (PDE) website for 
informational purposes the entire “Guidance on Constitutionally Protected Prayer in Public 
Elementary and Secondary Schools” published by the U.S. Department of Education.  School 

http://pasenategop.com/committees/education/2013/100213/agenda.htm
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0076
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0076
http://www.ifo.state.pa.us/download.cfm?file=/resources/PDF/HB-SB_76_IFO_Fiscal_Analysis.pdf
http://finance.pasenategop.com/
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1424
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0847
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districts shall post the guidelines and any other relevant information posted by PDE on the 
district’s website, and annually inform employees and parents or guardians of the posted 
information.  SB 847 was unanimously reported as amended. 
 
The amendment offered by Senator Greenleaf and adopted changes the parameters of the 
measure that requires the Secretary direct school districts to post the guidelines.  Rather than 
“shall”, a school district “may” post the guidelines on their website and “may” annually inform 
employees and parents or guardians of the posted information, but will not be mandated to 
do so. 

 

 Senate Bill 874 (Sen. Pat Vance, R-31) would amend the Public School Code providing for 
community college flexibility plans for sponsoring school districts.  Under current law, local 
sponsors of a community college provide to the college funding at least equal to the college’s 
annual operating costs and one-half of the college’s annual capital expenses.  SB 874 would 
alleviate those financial parameters for a community college that is sponsored by one or more 
school districts, has an enrollment head count in excess of 20,000, and consists of more than four 
campuses that are approved by the Department of Education and the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools.  It would allow for those colleges the annual operating costs and annual 
capital expenses amount to be negotiated by the governing body of the local sponsor and the 
community college.  SB 874 was unanimously reported as committed. 

 

 Senate Bill 1085 (Sen. Lloyd Smucker, R-13) would amend the Public School Code providing for 
comprehensive charter school reform.  SB 1085 was reported as amended.  The amendment 
offered by Senator Smucker and unanimously adopted was described as addressing a number of 
changes in the original proposal. 
 

As amended, charter schools shall comply with open records and ethics acts and 
increased reporting requirements. The Department of Education shall develop a matrix to 
evaluate charter and cyber charter schools which would be held accountable to the same 
performance standards as traditional public schools.  Institutions of higher education may 
authorize a charter school, and local school boards or an intermediate unit may establish a 
cyber charter school.  A charter entity may buy services from an intermediate unit or school 
district.  A charter’s renewal would be eligible for a ten-year period based on performance, 
rather than a five year period. 

 
SB 1085 would set forth fund balance limits, and would create a funding advisory committee 
to examine the financing of charter and cyber charter schools.  The bill also attempts to address 
the pension double-dip issue.   

 
 

Special Education Funding Commission 
 
On September 26, in Reading, the Special Education Funding Commission conducted its final public 
hearing.   
 
Testifiers included a panel of parents who spoke about the school experiences of their children with 
special needs, and also the value of adequate funding for special education.  The Commission again 
heard from the leaders of multiple charter and cyber charter schools, the Pennsylvania School Boards 
Association, and the Pennsylvania Association of Intermediate Units.  Participating in the hearing via 
skype was Dr. Deborah Verstegen, professor of education finance and policy from the College of 
Education at the University of Nevada, who gave an overview of special education funding factors utilized 
throughout the country. 
 
To view the written testimony and video recording of the hearing, click here. 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0874
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=1085
http://senatorbrowne.pasenategop.com/special-education-funding-commission/
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The Commission, which was formed by Act 3 of 2013, must issue a report of its findings and funding 
formula recommendations no later than November 30, 2013.  The formula must establish three 
categories of eligible students, the descriptions and parameters of each cost category determined by the 
Commission.  The developed funding formula would apply to the distribution of any future increases in 
special education funding, and would not go into effect until approved by the General Assembly. 
 
 

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 
The Department of Education (PDE) released on October 4 the School Performance Profile (SPP), a 
new accountability system that uses multiple academic indicators to measure academic progress.  The 
SPP replaces Adequate Yearly Progress.  Its purpose is to provide the public with information about the 
academic performance of public schools, to satisfy requirements of Pennsylvania’s federal No Child Left 
Behind waiver, and is a required component of the State’s new educator evaluation system.  To learn 
more about the SPP and its debut, click here for the PDE press release. 
 
According to the press release, the SPP site, paschoolperformance.org, includes a complete profile for 
“nearly 2,400” of the 3,000 public schools in Pennsylvania.  “The reason for this partial release is to 
accommodate the requests of 626 schools that reported errors in their Keystone Exams’ student growth 
measurements.”  The errors in the data were due to a coding error on the exam determining whether the 
exam should count toward value-added growth measurements or not.  Schools were given an opportunity 
prior to the release to review the data and report any errors.  If errors were found, schools were able to 
submit changes or ask that the State exclude their growth data from their initial profile score until it can be 
corrected.  The full profiles for all public schools will be corrected and made available in 
December.  For this reason, the compare feature in the SPP will not be available until that update. 
 
PDE Acting Secretary of Education Carolyn Dumaresq explained to the media during a conference call on 
October 8 that the Department had to roll out the website despite complete data not being available 
because targeted assistance is scheduled to be driven out this fall to Priority and Focus schools, which 
were to be identified by a specific deadline in compliance with the waiver.  She indicated that the majority 
of schools and the majority of the data were verified.  She noted PDE would be releasing data from 51 
additional schools later that day, with all information being updated in December. 
 
Also released later that day was the list of the Pennsylvania’s 92 Priority schools.  Priority schools are 
the lowest five percent of Title I schools based on achievement on statewide assessments, or a Title I 
school receiving School Improvement Grants.  As a part of the waiver, PDE will hire Academic Recovery 
Liaisons to work with school leaders of the Priority schools to help them access interventions and 
resources.  Dumaresq told the media the Department is currently seeking eight to ten liaisons -- 
individuals with at least a decade of administrative experience -- to serve the schools regionally beginning 
in November.  The liaisons will be paid for with $800,000 in federal money, and will be supplemented with 
staff through Intermediate Units and three centers specializing in interventions for students with special 
needs. 
 
 

PENNSYLVANIA BULLETIN 
 
The Department of Education (PDE) has scheduled three public hearings regarding the six cyber 
charter school applications received on or before October 1, 2013.  The hearings will be held on 
November 15, 21, and 22 in Harrisburg beginning at 9:00 AM on each day.  The applications and details 
of the hearing on each application can be viewed on PDE’s website at http://www.education.state.pa.us.  
Public comments received by the Department before November 1 will become part of certified record and 
may be presented during the hearing.  Written comments submitted before November 8 will also be a part 
of the certified record but may not be delivered verbally during the hearing.  For questions regarding the 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0002
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=7234&PageID=1005857&mode=2&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/cop_hhs/pde/single_web/no_workflow_requried/news_and_media/articles/department_of_education_releases_2012_13_school_performance_profile.html
http://paschoolperformance.org/
http://www.scribd.com/doc/174556917/Title-I-Priority-Schools
http://www.education.state.pa.us/
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hearings, contact Elizabeth Anzalone at (717) 787-9744 or charterschools@pa.gov.  To read the notice 
posted in the PA Bulletin, which includes the address to which comments should be submitted, click here. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PSBA) awarded Tina Viletto, Esq. with the third 
Timothy M. Allwein Advocacy Award at the PASA-PSBA School Leadership Conference on October 
16. 
 
Tina is the Legislative Services and Grants Development director for the Montgomery County 
Intermediate Unit.  She is currently serving her sixth year as school board president of the School District 
of Cheltenham Township, having been elected board member since 2005.  She is involved in PSBA as a 
regional liaison and is a member of the National School Boards Association’s Federal Relation Network.  
Additionally, Tina is a Fellow in the 2013-14 Education Policy Fellowship Program, a nationally 
recognized professional development program hosted in Pennsylvania through EPLC. 
 
The Allwein Advocacy Award was established in 2011 by PSBA in memory of Tim Allwein, the 
Association’s former assistant executive director for Governmental and Member Relations.  It is presented 
annually to an individual school director or an entire school board to recognize outstanding leadership in 
legislative advocacy efforts on behalf of public education that are consistent with PSBA’s Legislative 
Platform.  Criteria considered include impact on legislation or legislators, mobilizing grassroots advocacy, 
and raising public awareness.  Last year’s award was presented to Roberta Marcus, master school board 
director of the Parkland School District, former PSBA president, and EPLC board member. 
 
 

EPLC NEWS 
 

 On October 3 and 4 EPLC co-hosted in Pittsburgh and Philadelphia two SupportMusic Community 
Forums.  The Pennsylvania Forums were a part of a series hosted in communities across the U.S., 
produced by the SupportMusic Coalition and the John Lennon Educational Tour Bus. 
 
Both events brought together arts and education leaders in Pennsylvania to discuss the importance of 
music education and advocacy efforts.  Each forum included pre-show interviews and student 
performances, followed by a panel discussion moderated by Mary Luehrsen, executive director of 
the National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) Foundation. 

EPLC President Ron Cowell spoke in Pittsburgh about the role EPLC – an education policy 
organization – plays in arts advocacy, particularly with the newly formed Pennsylvania Arts Education 
Network (Network), a coalition of arts, arts education, and advocacy organizations and individuals 
working together to strengthen public and policymaker support for Arts Education in Pennsylvania. 

In addition to EPLC, several other Network steering committee members participated in the 
Pittsburgh program: Margaret Bauer, executive director, Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association; Mark Despotakis, director of market development, Progressive Music Company; and 
Dr. Sarah Tambucci, director, and Jamie Kasper, associate director, Arts Education Collaborative.  
Also on the panel was Greg Steele, band director, Baldwin High School; Megan Kraus, general 
music teacher, Baldwin-Whitehall School District; and Angela Abadilla, senior program officer of arts 
education, Pittsburgh Public Schools. 
 
The Philadelphia forum focused on the ways community and education leaders are working to assure 
that experiences in music and the arts remain opportunities for all children through the core 
curriculum even during tough economic times.  The Philadelphia forum guests and panelists included 

mailto:charterschools@pa.gov
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol43/43-41/1901.html
http://www.artseducationpa.org/
http://www.artseducationpa.org/
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representatives from the School District of Philadelphia; the Philadelphia All City Orchestra; The 
University of the Arts; and VH1 Save the Music Foundation. 

 
Videos of the Pittsburgh forum and Philadelphia forum are archived on the John Lennon 
Educational Tour Bus’ YouTube channel. 

 

 Registration is open for the Third Annual Arts and Education Symposium.  This year’s 
Symposium, hosted by EPLC and the Pennsylvania Arts Education Network, will take place on 
Wednesday, October 30 from 8:00 AM – 5:15 PM at the State Museum in Harrisburg.  For more 
information about the sessions and speakers, and to register, click here.  Arts and education 
advocates, lawmakers, school district teachers and administrators, artists, and representatives of 
cultural organizations and museums are encouraged to attend.  Act 48 credit is available. 
 

 The October episode of “Focus on Education” will be aired on Wednesday, October 23 at 9:00 PM.  
This next episode will discuss Arts Education.  The hour long program produced by EPLC and 
PCN is broadcast on PCN at 9:00 p.m. on the 2

nd
 Wednesday of every month, now through 

December.  PCN also typically repeats the episode at later times each month. 
 

The first six episodes can be watched online by following the links provided: School Violence and 
Safety Issues, Student Testing and Assessment, The Work of School Boards, How Public Education 
is Funded in Pennsylvania, The School Dropout Crisis and Dropout Prevention, and Parents as 
Advocates for Children and Education. 
 
To learn more, visit PCN's "Focus on Education" web page.  Information about sponsorships 
available for the show can be obtained by contacting Ron Cowell at 717-260-9900 or at 
cowell@eplc.org.   

 
 

DATEBOOK 
 

 The Keystone State Reading Association will host its 46
th

 Annual Conference on October 18 – 
20 in State College.  View the conference and registration brochure, here.  For handouts from the 
2012 conference that and more information about the upcoming 2013 conference, click here. 
 

 The Pennsylvania Art Education Association will host its Annual Conference on October 18 – 20 
in Bethlehem.  The theme this year is Forging a Strong Future: Reflect, Refine, Reignite.  The 
conference will provide art educators with opportunities for professional and creative nurturance and 
revitalization.  On-site registration will remain open.  For information about the conference and 
program, click here. 

 

 The House Education Committee will hold a public hearing on hybrid learning Monday, October 21 
at 11:00 AM in Harrisburg. 

 

 The House Education Committee will meet on Tuesday, October 22 at 9:00 AM in Harrisburg to 
consider the following bills: HB 810 (pre-employment drug screening); HB 1734 (interscholastic 
athletics disclosure requirements); HB 1741 (notices on new collective bargaining agreements); SB 
46 (employment history review). 

 

 The Early Childhood Education Summit will be held October 22 – 24 in State College.  The 
Summit is hosted by the Pennsylvania Child Care Association, the Office of Child Development 
and Early Learning, and the Pennsylvania Head Start Association.  Over 200 sessions are 
offered; participants will select their sessions in advance, during the registration process.  On-site 
registration will be available.  For more information, click here. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x038I3rtk5g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B7Xvnrcflc8
http://www.youtube.com/user/johnlennonbus?feature=watch
http://www.youtube.com/user/johnlennonbus?feature=watch
http://www.artseducationpa.org/events/the-arts-and-education-symposium-2013/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/02/13/feb-13-focus-on-education-premiere/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/02/13/feb-13-focus-on-education-premiere/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/03/13/march-13-focus-on-education/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/04/10/wednesday-at-9pm-pa-school-boards/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/05/08/may-8th-at-9-pm-pa-school-funding/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/05/08/may-8th-at-9-pm-pa-school-funding/
https://pcntv.com/2013/06/12/40128/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/09/11/september-11-parents-as-education-advocates/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/09/11/september-11-parents-as-education-advocates/
https://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/
mailto:cowell@eplc.org
http://ksrapa.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/ConferenceBrochure.pdf
http://ksrapa.org/?page_id=1250
http://www.paeaconference.org/
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0810
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1734
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1741
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0046
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0046
https://earlychildhoodsummit.org/
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 The House Education Committee will meet on Wednesday, October 23 at 10:00 AM in Harrisburg 
to consider HB 1728 (“In God We Trust” national motto) and HR 108 (LBFC study of character 
education in schools). 

 

 The House Select Committee for School Safety will meet on Wednesday, October 23 at 9:00 AM 
in Harrisburg to vote on the report pursuant to HR 53. 

 

 The Senate Education Committee will hold a public hearing on Thursday, October 24 at 1:00 PM 
at Harrisburg University to seek input from students on educational issues in schools. 

 

 The Association of School Business Officials International’s Annual Meeting & Expo will be 
held October 25 – 28 in Boston, Massachusetts.  Program details and registration are available, 
here. 

 

 The Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of English and Language Arts will hold its Annual 
Conference on October 25 – 28 in State College.  To view the conference brochure, register for the 
conference, or view the complete concurrent session schedule, click here. 

 

 The Pennsylvania Association of Elementary and Secondary School Principals 2013 State 
Conference will be held October 27 – 29 in State College.  A registration brochure and more 
information are available, here. 

 

 October 29 is the last day to apply for an absentee ballot to vote in Pennsylvania’s General 
Election. 

 

 The House Education Committee will hold a public hearing on HB 1588 (religious educational 
facilities) Tuesday, October 29 at 10:00 AM in Harrisburg. 

 

 The Education Policy and Leadership Center and the Pennsylvania Arts Education Network will 
host the Third Annual Arts and Education Symposium at the State Museum in Harrisburg on 
Wednesday, October 30 from 8:00 AM – 5:15 PM.  For more details, to view the agenda, and to 
register, click here.   
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http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1728
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0108
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0053
http://www.asbointl.org/Content/NavigationMenu/Meetings/AnnualMeeting/default.htm
http://www.pctela.org/AnnualConferences.htm
http://www.paessp.org/state-conference
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1588
http://www.artseducationpa.org/events/the-arts-and-education-symposium-2013/

