
 
 
  

 
 

1 

 
 

The Education Policy and Leadership Center 
         800 North Third Street, Suite 408, Harrisburg, PA  17102  

     717-260-9900     -     www.eplc.org 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

EPLC EDUCATION NOTEBOOK 
Friday, November 1, 2013 

 
Content in this edition: 
Vote: November 5 General Election 
Pennsylvania Policymakers 
     - House of Representatives 
Pennsylvania Department of Education 
EPLC News 
Datebook 

 
The EPLC Education Notebook (current and past editions) also is available by visiting the EPLC website at 
http://www.eplc.org/category/education-notebook/. 

 
 

Vote on Tuesday! 
 

Election Day is Tuesday, November 5.  Polls are open from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM.  To find your polling 
place, visit the Pennsylvania Department of State’s voting resources website votespa.com.  Voters will be 
asked to present photo ID when they appear at the polls to vote; however, a photo ID will not be 
required to cast a regular ballot.  Voters who are voting for the first time in a polling place are still 
required to present a form of ID. 
 
Voters in 499 of the state’s 500 school districts (all but Philadelphia) will have the opportunity to elect 
members of their local school board.  Voter turnout is traditionally low in this “year after the presidential 
election,” so turnout is critical and every vote has the potential to decide an election. 
 
 

PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 
 
The Pennsylvania House of Representatives and Senate will reconvene in voting session on Tuesday, 
November 12 at 1:00 PM. 
 
 

House of Representatives 
 
On October 29, the House Education Committee held a hearing to discuss House Bill 1588 (Rep. Stan 
Saylor, R-94), which would provide for general oversight of religious education facilities with pre-
kindergarten, preschool, nursery school, and before- and after-school programs.  As described by 
Representative Saylor, the bill would allow for the Department of Public Welfare (DPW) to regulate the 
health and safety of children in the religious education facilities.  It seeks to address the concern that the 
DPW has tried to regulate these programs beyond health and safety by clarifying that no state agencies 

http://www.eplc.org/
http://www.eplc.org/category/education-notebook/
http://www.votespa.com/portal/server.pt/community/home/13514
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1588
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may mandate or oversee course or program content or curriculum.  Through DPW, a religious education 
facility shall be subject only to applicable background checks and child abuse reporting requirements as 
well as other applicable health and safety statutes. 

 
Testifying before the Committee in favor of the bill were Phil Murren, legal counsel for the Pennsylvania 
Catholic Conference; Reverend Theodore Clater, executive director of the Keystone Christian Education 
Association (PCEA); and Thomas Shaheen, vice president of policy at the Pennsylvania Family Institute.  
These individuals emphasized the need to preserve a parent’s choice and preserve the religious 
education facilities’ liberties while also protecting the safety and health of the students just as they are 
protected in a public or licensed private school.  Representative Carroll inquired about any examples of 
the DPW influencing the content of instruction.  Murren noted evidence of those occurrences is within the 
written testimony.  

 
Jen DeBell, government relations director for the Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children (PPC), and 
Diane Barber, director of the Pennsylvania Child Care Association (PACCA), testified in opposition to the 
legislation.  DeBell presented the compromise framework on which HB 1588 is based, which was 
originally developed by PPC, KCEA, PACCA, and the Early Care and Education consortium.  She stated 
that while PPC initially supported the legislation, it does not support the bill as written because the 
language does not reflect the intention of providing adequate authority for PDE’s jurisdiction over religious 
pre-kindergarten and before- and after-school programs. 
 
View online the written testimony provided to the Committee: 
o Phil Murren, Pennsylvania Catholic Conference 
o Rev. Theodore Clater, Keystone Christian Education Association 
o Thomas Shaheen, Pennsylvania Family Institute 
o Jen DeBell, Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children 
o Diane Barber, Pennsylvania Child Care Association 
o Association of Christian School International 
o Council for American Private Education 
o Fundamental Baptist Fellowship International 
o Interchurch Holiness Convention 
o REACH Foundation 
o Pennsylvania Association of Regular Baptist Churches 
o Eagle Forum of Pennsylvania 
 
 

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 
The Pennsylvania Governor’s School for the Sciences at Carnegie Mellon University is now 
accepting applications from high school juniors for the summer 2014 program.  Completed 
applications must be sent to Carnegie Mellon University by January 31, 2014. 
 
The summer 2014 Governor’s School is scheduled for June 29 – August 2.  The Governor’s School was 
re-established in 2013 after being inactive since 2008.  The Governor’s School is an intensive, five-week 
summer residential program that emphasizes cooperative learning and hands-on laboratory research for 
56 high school juniors pursuing careers in science and mathematics. 
 
Accepted applicants will receive a full scholarship to the program, which is made possible through a 
$150,000 grant from the Department of Education with matching funds provided by the school’s alumni, 
Carnegie Mellon University, parents and corporations. 
 
For information about the program and to download an application, click here. 
 
 

http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131029tn.pdf
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131029ts.pdf
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131029tt.pdf
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131029tu.pdf
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131029tz.pdf
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131029tv.pdf
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131029tw.pdf
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131029tq.pdf
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131029tp.pdf
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131029tx.pdf
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131029to.pdf
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2013/20131029ty.pdf
http://www.pgss.mcs.cmu.edu/
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EPLC NEWS 
 

 On October 30 EPLC co-hosted along with the Pennsylvania Arts Education Network the Third 
Annual Arts and Education Symposium at the State Museum in Harrisburg.  Arts educators, 
teaching artists, representatives of state arts agencies and cultural organizations, school leaders and 
education advocates from around the state were in attendance for the day-long event.   
 
Audio of the following select concurrent sessions will be archived on ArtsEducationPA.org: 

 Student Learning Objectives and Teacher Evaluations 

 Gather, Analyze, and Share Information about Student Learning in the Arts 

 What the New National Core Arts Standards Mean for Pennsylvania’s Educators 
 
Video of the following select plenary sessions will also be archived on ArtsEducationPA.org: 

 Student Performance of “PIECES” by M-U
th
 Theater of Millersville University 

 Keynote Speech by Ian David Moss, founder of Createquity and research director for 
Fractured Atlas 

 Presentation of Awards to South Fayette Township School Board, Senator Jay Costa, and 
featured student artist, Alexus Stouffer 

 Policy Leader Panel, moderated by Bill Lehr, Jr. and featuring Senator Jay Costa; Rita Perez, 
Pennsylvania Department of Education; Philip Horn, Pennsylvania Council on the Arts; and 
Jenny Hershour, Citizens for the Arts in PA 

 

 The October episode of “Focus on Education” discussed Arts Education.  Click here to watch the 
latest episode.  The hour long program produced by EPLC and PCN is broadcast on PCN at 
9:00 p.m. on the 2

nd
 Wednesday of every month.  PCN also typically repeats the episode at later 

times each month. 
 

The first six episodes can be watched online by following the links provided: School Violence and 
Safety Issues, Student Testing and Assessment, The Work of School Boards, How Public Education 
is Funded in Pennsylvania, The School Dropout Crisis and Dropout Prevention, and Parents as 
Advocates for Children and Education. 
 
To learn more, visit PCN's "Focus on Education" web page.  Information about sponsorships 
available for the show can be obtained by contacting Ron Cowell at 717-260-9900 or at 
cowell@eplc.org. 
 

 EPLC is recruiting current undergraduate or graduate students to serve as part-time 
interns beginning January or May of 2014 in the downtown Harrisburg offices.  One intern will 
support education policy work including the Pennsylvania School Funding Campaign.  The 
second intern position will support the work of the Pennsylvania Arts Education Network.  
Ideal candidates have an interest/course work in political science/public policy, social studies, the arts 
or education and also have strong research, communications, and critical thinking skills.  The 
internship is unpaid, but free parking is available.  Weekly hours of the internship are negotiable.  To 
apply or to suggest a candidate, please email Mattie Robinson for further information at 
robinson@eplc.org. 

 
 

DATEBOOK 
 

 The Pennsylvania Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (PASCD) will host 
its 63

rd
 Annual Conference on November 3 – 4 in Hershey.  The conference will feature nationally 

renowned keynote speakers and a variety of small group presentations focusing on the theme 
“Educating the Whole Child.”  Online registration is closed, but registration will remain open on-site.  

http://www.artseducationpa.org/
http://www.artseducationpa.org/
https://pcntv.com/2013/10/23/wednesday-at-900-pm-focus-on-education/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/02/13/feb-13-focus-on-education-premiere/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/02/13/feb-13-focus-on-education-premiere/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/03/13/march-13-focus-on-education/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/04/10/wednesday-at-9pm-pa-school-boards/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/05/08/may-8th-at-9-pm-pa-school-funding/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/05/08/may-8th-at-9-pm-pa-school-funding/
https://pcntv.com/2013/06/12/40128/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/09/11/september-11-parents-as-education-advocates/
http://pcntv.com/blog/2013/09/11/september-11-parents-as-education-advocates/
https://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/
mailto:cowell@eplc.org
mailto:robinson@eplc.org
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For a more comprehensive view of the conference, including the schedule, speakers, and session 
descriptions, click here. 

 

 General Election day in Pennsylvania is Tuesday, November 5. 
 

 The House Education Committee will hold a hearing on adult literacy on Tuesday, November 12 at 
11:00 AM at the Harrisburg University of Science and Technology. 

 

 The State Board of Education will meet in Harrisburg November 13 – 14. 
 

 The House Education Committee will hold a hearing on Thursday, November 14 at 10:00 AM in 
Harrisburg.  The hearing will discuss HB 1722 (teacher tenure and furlough); HB 1735 (economic 
furlough); and HB 779 (economic furlough). 

 

 The Pennsylvania Council for Exceptional Children’s (PACEC) 2013 Conference will be held 
November 14 – 15 in Harrisburg.   For details about the event, click here.  Discounted online 
registration will close on November 11. 

 

 The Three Rivers Educational Technology Conference (TRETC) will be held November 19 – 20 
in Mars.  TRETC is the premier K-16 educational technology conference in Western PA.  Learn more 
about the scheduled sessions, speakers, and how to register, here. 

 

 The National Association for the Education of Young Children’s Annual Conference and Expo 
will be held November 20 – 23 in Washington, DC.  Click here for more information and to register.   

 
 

 
EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  

Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 

attribution to EPLC is provided.  The Education Policy and Leadership Center is an independent, non-

partisan and not-for-profit organization.  The Mission of the Education Policy and Leadership Center is to 

encourage and support the development and implementation of effective state-level education policies to 

improve student learning in grades P-12, increase the effective operation of schools, and enhance 

educational opportunities for citizens of all ages. 

 

https://blendedschools.softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/I6YwF7tsdy9Bbm/html
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1722
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1735
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0779
http://www.cvent.com/events/2013-pacec-conference/event-summary-3b088ad5319b489caf9d892da015b2ef.aspx
http://tretc.pghtechsites.org/about/
http://www.naeyc.org/conference/

