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PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 
 
The Pennsylvania House of Representatives and Senate will reconvene in voting session on Monday, 
June 2 at 1:00 PM. 
 

State Budget Watch 
 
The Legislature is now in recess for the Primary Election and will return to Harrisburg on June 2.  The 
news the past two weeks about state revenues is not helpful.  State revenues for April were far below 
estimates and added to the shortfall for the fiscal year that ends on June 30.  Pennsylvania’s slow 
recovery from the recession portends negative implications for the 2014-2015 budget. 
 
Some state policymakers are running political ads that already take credit for the $240 million increase in 
K-12 funding that Governor Corbett proposed for the next year, so it may be difficult for the Governor and 
legislators to back away from that increase, especially as school officials continue to point out the very 
negative consequences of the nearly $900 million cut in state support for districts in 2011. 
 
But advocates for additional state funding for K-12 are taking nothing for granted.  Their #1 priority is to 
preserve the proposed $240 million increase for basic education as the budget negotiations continue, 
although there also is strong sentiment that the $240 million increase in funding should be appropriated 
through the traditional basic subsidy line item rather than a new block grant as proposed by the Governor.   
 
These final days before the May 20 Primary Election are also an opportunity for all voters to ask the 
candidates where they stand on important education issues, including funding.  
 
 

http://www.eplc.org/
http://www.eplc.org/category/education-notebook/
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House of Representatives 
 

 On May 5, the House of Representatives adopted House Resolution 800, sponsored by Rep. 
Frank Farry (R-142), by a vote of 200-0.  HR 800 honors the life of Dr. Sheldon Hackney for his 
commitment and service to education as president of the University of Pennsylvania. 
 

 On May 5, the House Finance Committee unanimously reported as committed House Bill 2202, 
sponsored by Rep. Keith Greiner (R-43), which amends the Tuition Account Program and 
College Savings Bond Act so that protection from creditors would be expanded to include any 
state-qualified tuition program plan regardless of the sponsoring entity.  It would also exclude 
assets contributed to any state-qualified tuition program plan from the calculation of personal asset 
contributions for determining eligibility and need for student loan or grant programs. 

 
On May 7, the House adopted an amendment, sponsored by Rep. Ryan Mackenzie (R-134), that 
provides for state tax exemption for contributions made pursuant to a tuition account program 
contract or a qualified state tuition program. 

 

 On May 6, the House of Representatives concurred on Senate amendments to House Bill 434, 
sponsored by Rep. David Maloney (R-130), by a vote of 200-0.    HB 434 repeals a subchapter of 
the Child Protective Services Law which contains separate standards for school employees 
regarding child abuse substantiation standards and reporting requirements and procedures.  The bill 
is a part of a child protection legislative package introduced last year by several lawmakers to 
address the deficiencies identified by the Pennsylvania Task Force on Child Protection in a report 
published in November 2012.  The bill has been presented to the Governor for final approval. 
 

 On May 7, the House of Representatives amended on the floor House Bill 1728, sponsored by 
Rep. Rick Saccone, (R-39).  Prior to being amended, HB 1728 would require the display of the 
national motto “In God We Trust” in classrooms and other areas in public schools.   

 
The first amendment, sponsored by Rep. Mike Reese (R-59) and adopted by a vote of 196-0, 
changes the language from “shall” to “may.”  Concerning the decision to display the motto, the 
amendment replaces “board of directors of every school district” with “school entities,” and 
defines school entities to include school districts, joint school districts, area vocational-technical 
schools, intermediate units, charter schools, regional charter schools, or cyber charter schools.  The 
Reese amendment also provides for duties of the Secretary of Education. 
 
The second amendment, sponsored by Rep. Mike O’Brien (D-175) and adopted by a vote of 196-0, 
allows school entities to also display in each school building the first ten amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States, also known as the Bill of Rights. 
 

 On May 7, the House Education Committee and House Health Committee held a joint hearing on 
the school-based ACCESS Program (SBAP).  The SBAP is a system that can be used by school 
districts, intermediate units, state-owned schools, or approved private schools to obtain funding for 
health-related services for special education students.   
 
Leaders from groups representing intermediate units and school business officials provided to the 
Committees background information on the SBAP, recent changes to the program, and an 
explanation of the third party liability issue that has been impacting federal reimbursements.  
Representatives from the Wayne Highlands School District and the Lancaster-Lebanon Intermediate 
Unit discussed the effects of the program’s changes.  Department of Education Acting Secretary 
Carolyn Dumaresq and Department of Welfare Secretary Bev Mackereth also testified, addressing 
what the two departments are doing to address issues regarding the third party liability and the SBAP. 
 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=H&type=R&bn=0800
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=1271
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2202
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=0434
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=1300
http://www.childprotection.state.pa.us/Resources/press/2012-11-27%20Child%20Protection%20Report%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/BillInfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1728
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=1317
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=1319
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Click here to watch a video recording of the hearing.  View online the written testimony, if 
provided: 

o Tom Gluck, Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Association of Intermediate Units 
o Sherry Zubeck, Department Director for the Lancaster-Lebanon Intermediate Unit 13 
o Hannah Barrick, Director of Advocacy for the Pennsylvania Association of School 

Business Officials 
o Jeffrey Firmstone, Business Manager, Wayne Highlands School District 
o Carolyn Dumaresq, Acting Secretary of the Department of Education 
o Beverly Mackereth, Secretary, Department of Public Welfare 
o Lisa Allen, Executive Medicaid Director for the Department of Public Welfare 
o Patricia Hozella, Director of the Bureau of Special Education for the Department of 

Education 
 
 

Senate 

 

 On May 6, the Senate passed House Bill 1164, sponsored by Rep. Thomas Murt (R-152), which 
would establish the Higher Education Scheduling Preference for Veteran Students Act.  The Act 
would require a public institution of higher education to establish and implement a policy under which 
veteran students are provided preference in course scheduling.  HB 1164 passed in the Senate by a 
vote of 49-0 and has been sent to the Governor for final approval. 

 

 On May 7, the Senate concurred on House amendments to Senate Bill 31, sponsored by Sen. 
Wayne Fontana (D-42), by a vote of 49-0.  The bill would amend the Child Services Law of Title 23 
(Domestic Relations) to eliminate separate standards for school employees and staff in regard to 
reporting suspected child abuse.  The bill has been presented to the Governor for final approval. 

 
 

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

 On May 2, the Pennsylvania Department of Education released the Report on Referendum 
Exceptions for School  Year 2014-15, which details the number of school districts that have applied 
and been approved for exceptions under Act 1 of 2006.  An Act 1 exception from PDE allows a school 
district to increase real estate tax rates above the calculated index without seeking approval through 
a voter referendum.  A district may seek this flexibility for four referendum exceptions: school 
construction debt that was incurred prior to the effective date of the law; school construction debt that 
had been previously approved by voters; special education expenditures; and retirement 
contributions.     
 
For the 2014-15 school year, 164 school districts requested and were approved for referendum 
exceptions.  According to the Department of Education, “although school districts apply for 
exceptions under Act 1, many do not enact the maximum tax rates granted through the exception 
process.”  In 2013-14, 171 school districts were granted exceptions, but only 93 districts used them.  
Click here to read the full press release. 
 
 

 Governor Corbett, along with Senator Joe Scarnati (R-25), announced May 6 that $3.9 million in 
School Police Officer/Resource Officer grants were recently awarded to 81 schools and 
municipalities for the placement of officers in schools.  The grant program was created by legislation 
authored by Senator Scarnati and signed into law last year.  In addition, 110 public schools were 
recently awarded $2.6 million in Safe Schools Targeted Grants to establish and implement 
programs to prevent and reduce school violence.  Click here to read the announcement. 

 
 

http://media2.pahousegop.com/Generator.asp?videoname=461033711.wmv
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2014/20140507sr.pdf
http://wallaby.telicon.com/pa/library/2014/20140507ss.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=1164
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=S&rc_nbr=501
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/BillInfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=31
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=S&rc_nbr=506
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=7234&PageID=1005857&mode=2&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/cop_hhs/pde/single_web/no_workflow_requried/news_and_media/articles/department_of_education_releases_2014_15_act_1_referendum_exceptions_report.html
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=7234&PageID=1005857&mode=2&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/cop_hhs/pde/single_web/no_workflow_requried/news_and_media/articles/governor_corbett__senator_scarnati_announce__6_5_million_in_school_safety_grants__discuss_importance_for_students_to_learn_in_a_safe_environment.html
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EPLC NEWS 

 The May episode of Focus on Education will discuss charter schools and will air initially on PCN 
on Sunday, May 11 at 3:00 p.m.  This month’s guests are Nathan Mains, executive director of the 
PA School Boards Association; Larry Jones, president of the PA Coalition of Public Charter Schools; 
Dr. Maurice Flurie, CEO of Commonwealth Connections Academy; and State Representative 
James Roebuck.   
 

 The April episode of Focus on Education is now available to watch online.  The episode discussed 
public and school libraries, with guests Mary Kay Biagini, director, School Library Certification 
Program and associate professor of Library and Information Science, University of Pittsburgh; Eileen 
Kern, president, Pennsylvania School Librarians Association; and Janis Stubbs, president, 
Pennsylvania Library Association and assistant director/district consultant, Delaware County Library 
System. 
 
All past shows are archived and available “on demand” on the EPLC Focus on Education webpage, 
here. 
 
The monthly show is an opportunity to get the name of your organization or cause in front of a 
statewide audience that has an interest in education issues.  Introductory rates are available for 
a limited time now for sponsorships for one-month, three-months, or six-months.  For more 
details, and to subscribe to your sponsorship for one or more monthly shows, please email Ron 
Cowell at cowell@eplc.org. 
 

 You can find on the EPLC website a list of remaining 2014 gubernatorial candidates, and links to 
information about their plans, if elected, for education and arts and culture in Pennsylvania.  The 
list continues to be updated as more information becomes available.  Click here to visit the resource 
page.  Gubernatorial candidates will be on the ballot for the May 20 Primary Election. 

 
 

DATEBOOK 
 
For more complete information on upcoming events, please visit www.eplc.org and click on "Events 
Calendar." 

 

 The Philadelphia Democratic City Committee and Drexel University will host a Democratic 
gubernatorial debate on Monday, May 12 at 7:00 PM in Drexel University’s Mandell Theater.  Click 
here for more details. 

 

 The State Board of Education will meet May 14 – 15 in Harrisburg.  Click here to download the 
meeting agenda.  The State Board will also hold on May 14 the first of three Chapter 16 (Gifted 
Education) Roundtables.  Click here to download roundtable details. 

 

 Tuesday, May 20 is Primary Election day in Pennsylvania.  Visit votespa.com for polling place 
information or other voting needs. 

 

 On Saturday, May 31 from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM at Cheyney University, Delaware County Campus, 
the Media Area NAACP, PA State NAACP Education Committee, and the Keystone Honors 
Academy of Cheyney University will host the 2014 Conference on the State of Education in 
Pennsylvania: 60 Years After Brown: How are the Children? What are the issues? Click here to 
register online or by mail. 

 

http://vimeo.com/94382215
http://www.eplc.org/focus-on-education-episodes/
mailto:cowell@eplc.org
http://www.eplc.org/2014-gubernatorial-candidate-plans-for-education-and-artsculture-in-pa/
http://www.eplc.org/
http://www.drexel.edu/now/news-media/releases/archive/2014/May/Update-Debate-at-Drexel/
http://www.drexel.edu/now/news-media/releases/archive/2014/May/Update-Debate-at-Drexel/
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/http;/www.portal.state.pa.us;80/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_664124_1413881_0_0_18/May%2014-15%20Agenda.pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/http;/www.portal.state.pa.us;80/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_664124_1413880_0_0_18/Chapter%2016%20Roundtable%20Notice.pdf
http://www.votespa.com/portal/server.pt/community/home/13514
http://www.naacpmediabranch.org/
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 The State Interagency Coordinating Council for Early Intervention will meet on Thursday, June 
5 from noon to 3:00 PM at PaTTAN Harrisburg.  Click here for more information. 

 

 The Penn State College of Education will host an interdisciplinary civil rights conference, 
Education and Civil Rights: Historical Legacies, Contemporary Strategies, and Promise for the 
Future, June 6 – 7 in State College, PA.  This conference is designed for academics in education, 
the social sciences, public policy and law; policymakers; practitioners (P–20); legal and policy 
advocates; civil rights groups; graduate students; journalists; political commentators; attorneys; 
community leaders; legislators; and judges.  Click here for more information and to register. 
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http://padlet.com/kherb/SICChandouts
http://www.outreach.psu.edu/civil-rights/

