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Ashley Lenker White, Government Affairs Director at the Pennsylvania School 
Boards Association (PSBA), returned to Harrisburg to lobby on behalf of elected 
school board members across the state in 2012.  PSBA, founded in 1895, is a 
nonprofit statewide association of public school boards, with a rich history as the 
first school boards association established in the United States. 
 
Ashley’s role as part of the Government Affairs team at PSBA is to impact 
positive policy changes for public education that benefit school board members, 
parents, and students.  Ashley has acquired expertise in public school funding, 
school choice, child protection, and other timely local policy issues.  She views 
her role with PSBA as a liaison between members and policymakers through 
which improvements to public education can be made by seeking common 
ground and building positive relationships. 
 
Prior to joining PSBA, Ashley worked at American University’s School of 
Education, Teaching and Health as Operations Coordinator where she oversaw 
professional and student administrative staff, managed the School’s budget and 
operations, and developed academic programming related to teacher 
preparation.  Ashley gained experience in public policy at the Joint National 
Committee for Languages and the National Council for Languages and 
International Studies (JNCL-NCLIS) in Washington, D.C. advocating for foreign 
language  and international learning opportunities for students of all ages. She 
also served as director of a foreign language program for children at Language 
Stars and has collaborated with a broad spectrum of legislators, staff, elected 
officials, students, faculty, international teachers, and parents. 
 
Ashley graduated from American University’s School of Public Affairs with an 
M.P.A. in 2012.  She also earned a B.A. from Dickinson College in Spanish and 
an M.A. from the University of Maryland in Spanish Second Language 



Acquisition and Application.  Ashley authored and co-authored a number of 
articles regarding language and education policies. 
 


