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The Problem and the Context of the 

Problem 

• No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 

• Theory vs. Practice 

 

• The Common Core 

 

• School Funding 

 

• Educating the Whole Child 

 

• Teacher Preparation and Teacher Evaluations 

 

• Authentic Experiences for Real-World Learning 



 

"If a whole child were only about a test score, we would be well-suited to 

have 10 years of NCLB," says Rudy Crew, Oregon's chief education 

officer. "We've got to understand that the real value proposition of 

education is not how well we did on a state test. [It's] how well the 

system is able to create a sustainable human being who understands 

how to critically think, analyze information, use manners in execution of 

daily tasks. How to be moral. NCLB was important, but not sufficient.“ 

 

 

"Educators must share their expertise with lawmakers about how best to 

prepare, serve, and support students for lifelong success," says David 

Griffith, ASCD Director of Public Policy. "If the school administrators and 

classroom teachers—the experts on the ground—don't tell lawmakers 

what is working and why, then legislators won't create and sustain the 

policies that best support the needs of the whole child." 
 

 

 
ASCD, 2012 



NCLB in Practice 

• All content standards must 
be taught and assessed?? 

 

• Highly Qualified Teachers 

 

• Authentic Assessment 

 

• “Soft” vs. “Hard” Skills 

 

• The Tests: PSSA’s, 
Keystone, etc. 

 

• Resources 

 

• Accountability System that 
over focuses on literacy 
and math (science)  

 

• Opportunity cost:  
Decrease of other subjects 

 

• Time Management 

 



Accountability 

Types of Accountability 

• Common Core Standards 
• High, but Attainable Standards 

• Enforcement of Standards 
(Anchors) 

 

• Teacher Evaluation System 
• Authentic Assessment 

 

• Professional Development 

 

• Public Accountability:   
• Provide feedback to parents 

• Analyze student progress 
(regional/state/national) 

 

 

 

Danielson’s Domains 



Chapter 4 

§ 4.11. Purpose of public education. 

(b) Public education prepares students for adult life by 

attending to their intellectual and developmental needs and 

challenging them to achieve at their highest level possible. 

In conjunction with families and other community 

institutions, public education prepares students to become 

self-directed, life-long learners and responsible, involved 

citizens. 



 

Chapter 4 

§ 4.11. Purpose of public education. 

(g) Public schools provide instruction throughout the curriculum so 

that students may develop knowledge and skills in the following 

areas:  

(1) Reading, writing, speaking, listening/English language arts.  

(2) Mathematics.  

(3) Science and technology.  

(4) Environment and ecology.  

(5) Social studies (civics and government, geography, economics 

and history).  

(6) Arts and humanities.  

(7) Career education and work.  

(8) Health, safety and physical education.  

(9) Family and consumer science 



A Realistic Solution 

Curriculum Integration 

• Curriculum integration 

provides an opportunity 

for teachers to 

“incorporate the idea of 

unity between forms of 

knowledge and the 

respective disciplines.” 

(Pring, 1973, p. 135) 

 

Revolution - “Old” is “New” again! 

• While not a new concept, 
curriculum integration may 
offer a workable, student-
centered strategy that focuses 
on “the whole child”. 

 

• It addresses budgetary issues 
that have reduced staff and 
curriculum opportunities in 
non-core areas, and ensures 
that students learn problem-
solving skills in a unified way 
that will translate in the “real” 
world.  

 

 
 

 



Why “curriculum integration”? 

• provides an opportunity for teachers to “incorporate the idea of unity 

between forms of knowledge and the respective disciplines.” (Pring, 

1973, p. 135) 

• can result in greater intellectual curiosity, improved attitude towards 

schooling, enhanced problem-solving skills, and higher achievement 

in college (Austin, Hirstein & Walen, 1997; Kain, 1993) 

• promotes communication among teachers, addresses fragmented 

class schedules, and eases curricular and time pressures (Jacobs, 

1989) 

• reflects what we experience, both professionally and personally, in the 

world.  And it can be a way to engage students who might otherwise 

check out when we introduce them to a challenging subject or to one 

they don’t feel is relevant.”  (edutopia 2008) 

 

 



How does curriculum integration work? 

• Thematic, or webbed, integration is just one way to start. 

 

 

 

 



What are the barriers to success? 

• To develop an interdisciplinary curriculum, a district needs an action 

plan consisting of four phases – conducting internal and external 

action research, developing a proposal, implementing and monitoring 

a pilot unit, and adopting the program.  It is a time-intensive process!  

(Jacobs, 1991) 

• Planning time, certification issues, teacher training, the restrictions of 

the school day and schedule, and development of meaningful and 

appropriate assessments must be addressed for this to work. 

(Cushman, 1993) 

• That is why schools need…. RESOURCES!! 

• IDEAS!  EXAMPLES!  MODELS!  SUCCESS STORIES! 

 

 



What Content Areas? 

• Physical Education 

 

• Arts/Humanities 

 

• Social Studies 

 

• Social Emotional Learning 

 
 

 



Physical Education in a Changing World 

 

• Science of Healthy 

Living 

 

• Health Optimizing  

 Physical Education 

 

 

• Physical Activity 

Education 

Coordinators 

 



The Science of Healthy Living 

• Increase students content knowledge of healthy living. 

• Increased knowledge of the science of physical activity 

and the benefits associated healthy living. 

• View Physical and Health Education as a Public Health 

Tool. 

• Address the link between science and Healthy Active 

Lifestyle Management (HALM) 

• WORK READY! 



Physical Activity Education Coordinator 

• The Physical Activity Education Coordinator (PAEC) 

designs, coordinates and leads  interdisciplinary learning 

linking physical activity with science, math, reading, etc. 

• Participates in co-teaching lesson’s with classroom 

teacher, integrating physical activity into lesson. 

• The PAEC  designs, coordinates and leads before school, 

during school and after school physical activity education 

programs. 

• The Physical Activity Community Coordinator. 



The Cost of Physical Inactivity and a Society of Non-Movers  

 

• Lifestyle choices and a non- physical activity 
educated society have cost the US economy in the 
following ways: 

 

 • “Obesity indirectly costs the United States at least $450 
billion annually— almost                                             
three times the direct medical cost.” McKinsey Quarterly 
January 2011     

                                                                              

• “The average obese person costs society more than 
$7,000 a year in lost productivity and added medical 
treatment.” Scaling Back Obesity Scientific American, 
February 2011  

 



THE ARTS AND 21ST CENTURY 

SKILLS 
21st Century Classrooms must model the practices of the 

21st Century Workforce by Utilizing the 4 C’s 

 

1. Critical Thinking 

2. Communications 

3. Collaboration 

4. Creativity 
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The Arts and 21st Century Skills 

• Critical Thinking 

• Visual Arts students are taking blank canvasses and lumps of clay 

and by utilizing critical thinking are bringing their vision to life.        

• Actors apply their critical thinking skills to the task of representing an 

historical or fictional character. 

• Musicians, when challenged to compose in different genres or to 

critique various compositions, utilize their critical thinking skills. 

• In Art History, Music Theory and Theater classrooms, students are 

presented with critical thinking challenges in comprehension. 



The Arts and 21st Century Skills 
• Communication 

• The basic skill of listening, a major component of communication is enhanced by 
working on scenes on stage as well as in group musical performance and rehearsal. 

• The  ability to properly communicate themes or messages within art work and dance 
are at the core of these more silent mediums. 

• When a student is learning to play an instrument, sing a song, paint a picture or 
perform a monologue, they must learn to communicate their thoughts to those around 
them. 

 

•  Collaboration 

 

           Marching Band, Jazz Ensembles, Concert Band, Chorus, Chorale, Show Choir, 

           Orchestras, String Quartets, Strolling Strings. Installation Art, Art shows, 

           Group Art Projects, Dramatic and Musical Stage Productions, Scene Work 

           Technical Theater, Light Design, Set Construction, Dance Recitals, Dance Teams  

 
 

       



The Arts and 21st Century Skills 

• Creativity 
 

• The very essence of Art is 
the creative process.  

 

• Creativity is the 
cornerstone of all 
successful companies and 
individuals.  

 

• No subject area addresses 
Creativity the way the Arts 
does. 

• Every time a student picks 
up a paintbrush, turns on a 
potter’s wheel, sings a 
song, learns a dance, 
performs a monologue, 
plays a trumpet, marches 
in a band, builds a set, 
memorizes a line, etc, they 
are honing their creative 
mind and setting 
themselves apart from the 
rest of the student body. 

 



What is Social Studies? 
 

• Social Studies 

• Why?  

• Civic Education 

• Participatory Citizenship 

• Create Effective Citizens 

• Perpetuate Democracy and Civic Efficacy 

 

• What?:  

• “Integrated study to promote civic competence” 
(Chapin, 2010) 

 



The Goals and Approaches for Better 

Citizenship 

GOALS 
 

• To acquire knowledge from 
history, the social sciences, 
and related areas 
 

• To develop skills to think and 
to process information 

 

• To develop appropriate 
democratic values, beliefs, 
and dispositions 

 

• To have opportunities for 
civic participation 
 

 

APPROACHES 

• Citizenship Transmission 

 

• Social Science/History 

 

• Reflective Inquiry 

 

• Social Justice 

 

• Child-centered 

 



Finding Instructional Time in Social Studies 

 

Effects of No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 

 

•  Reduced time for social studies 
instruction at the elementary level 

 

•  Exaggerated emphasis upon 
high-stakes testing rather than 
subject matter learning  (Misco, 
2005) 

 

• Pressure of meeting AYP for 
reading and math  

 

•  Middle and high school students 
are not prepared for social studies 
due to the lack of instruction in 
elementary school 

 

  

 

According to the Center on Education Policy 
(CEP): 

 

• 36% of districts  surveyed had 

reduced time for social studies 

 

• 32% cut in instructional time (a 

decrease of about 30 minutes 

per day) 

 

• 47% spend less than 75 minutes 

per week on social studies  

(McMurrer, 2008) 



Social Emotional Learning 
Rationale 

• Many students lack social-emotional competencies and 

are disconnected from school 

• Lack of connection negatively affects academic 

performance, behavior, health 

 

Research on SEL Programs 

• Improved social/emotional skills, attitudes, behavior, 

academic performance 

• Can be incorporated into routine educational practices 

• Successful at all educational levels/in suburban, urban, 

rural schools  

 

 



Social Emotional Learning 

PA Standards for Student Interpersonal Skills Grades Pre-

K-12 

 

• Address skills students need to empower themselves/to 

successfully navigate the social world of family, school, college, 

and career connections  

 

• Must be taught and supported within every content area and 

classroom by every teacher 

 

 

 



The Question Revisited 

What should state policy 

makers do to ensure that a 

broad curriculum in an era of 

assessment can be provided to 

all students? 

 



Project Outcome 
 

• Resources for Non-Tested 

Subjects for course 

development, assessment, 

and teacher development 

K-12 to ensure the 

implementation of the 

existing state standards 

 

• Amend SAS Network 

• Guidelines for non-tested 

subjects to develop 

assessments K-12 

(particularly those outside 

Keystone and PSSA’s) 

 

• Create a Curriculum 

Integration tab on the SAS 

network – videos, lesson 

plans, connecting 

standards, best practices, 

resources 

 



Project Outcome 

Budget Block Grant 

• Teacher development in 

curriculum integration. 

 

• Fund work of Task Force. 

 

• Fund Teacher Fellows 

Program. 

 

Integration Task Force 

• Housed in PDE. 

 

• Policy makers, Educators, 
Administrators 

 

• Teacher Fellows Program 

• Become experts in best 
practices in curriculum 
integration. 

• Tied to ACT 48. 

• Mentor other teachers in the 
home district. 

 

 


