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Dr. Ron Sofo was appointed CEO/Principal of City Charter High School in 
June of 2012.  Prior to his current role as the leader of an innovative and 
effective urban public high school he held the position of Superintendent of 
Schools with the Freedom Area School District in Freedom, Pennsylvania 
since November 2002.  Prior to this appointment, he was Assistant 
Superintendent with Freedom for eleven years.  In 1988, Dr. Sofo was hired 
as Assistant to the Superintendent of the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania School 
District to coordinate all school-related activities for a 23 million-dollar, five-
year drop-out prevention grant funded by the Annie E. Casey Foundation.  He 
has professional experience as a middle-management trainer with the 
Alexander Proudfoot Company, an international business consulting firm.  He 
also has experience in post-secondary proprietary business school 
management and has worked as a school counselor with the McKeesport 
Area School District in McKeesport, PA, and as Assistant Principal at 
Greenway Middle School in Pittsburgh, PA. 
 
The Harvard Educational Review published Ron’s solicited manuscript 
entitled, “Beyond NCLB and AYP: One Superintendent’s Experience of 
School District Reform”, volume 78, number 2, summer 2008. 
 
Dr. Sofo has co-authored a book entitled No Bad Schools (2005) with Dr. 
William Renko and an article in the Kappa Delta Pi Record (1992) entitled, 
“Culturally Diverse Communities” with L. Mariaskin.  He earned his Ph.D. in 
Counselor Education with a minor in Curriculum and Supervision of 
Instruction from the University of Pittsburgh. 



 
Ron is a passionate advocate for public education and educators to creatively 
develop and implement congruent educational policy and practices to 
increase the probability that all students will make significant progress 
towards rigorous and relevant 21st century academic knowledge and skills.  
He was a co-developer of Beaver County, Pennsylvania’s Voluntary Public 
School Choice Initiative, which won in July 2007 a competitive, five year 
United States Department of Education grant worth up to $8.8 million. 
 
He is currently working to implement a new compact for 21st century student 
success and learning called “The 21st Century Promise for Student Success”.  
This new vision of public education invites the entire community to create a 
public education system designed to maximize the probability that all students 
and teachers will experience real success in learning and teaching on a daily 
basis. 

 
 


