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Susan Spicka is the Executive Director for Education Voters of PA and a recently-
elected school board member in Shippensburg. She became involved in education 
advocacy in 2011 after Governor Corbett announced his plan to cut more than $1 billion 
from public education funding. Susan joined together with members of her community to 
raise awareness of the impact these funding cuts would have on the education of 
children in area communities. She co-founded Education Matters in the Cumberland 
Valley, a grassroots organization that is dedicated to advocating for policies that support 
quality public education. 
 
Susan has been an active volunteer in her children’s public schools since her oldest 
daughter entered kindergarten in 2007. After seeing the impact that state budget cuts 
had on the Shippensburg Area Middle School, she joined with parents to found the 
Shippensburg Area Middle School PTO with the goal of increasing educational 
opportunities for children at the school. The SAMS PTO has secured outside funding to 
bring back the afterschool clubs that had been eliminated and continues to work to find 
ways to create more learning opportunities students. 
 
Prior to moving to Shippensburg in 2002, Susan taught English in a high school with a 
high number of economically disadvantaged students in Columbus, Ohio. During this 
time, she witnessed first-hand both the incredible power of public education to change 
the lives of students and the challenges facing our public schools. Her teaching 
experience solidified her belief that all children, no matter where they live, deserve to 
have an equal opportunity to receive a great public education. 
 
Susan has two daughters who attend public schools and her husband teaches history at 
Shippensburg University. She holds a B.A. in Classics from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and a M. A. in Ancient Greek and a M.Ed. in English education from The Ohio 
State University. 


