
 
Clyde Mills McGeary 

Clyde McGeary served as chief of the Division of Arts and Sciences in the Bureau of 
Curriculum and Instruction in the Pennsylvania Department of Education from 1975 to 
1991. During that time, he created Pennsylvania’s Governor’s School of the Arts and 
the complex of Governor’s Schools of Excellence, including the schools of science, 
health care, business, agriculture, teaching, and international studies.  Prior to his role 
as Chief of the Division of Arts and Science, he worked as a fine arts adviser and senior 
fine arts adviser for the Pennsylvania Department of Education from 1964 to 1975. 

Clyde’s early work with the Educational Television Network resulted in hundreds of 
classroom programs on architecture, environment, music and art for schools and 
colleges across the nation. He has coauthored a series of texts related to elementary art 
education. Some of his other publications underscore the importance of mathematics, 
science, and reading to the arts, which is also the subject of many videos and films he 
has produced or narrated. 
 
Clyde taught at North Allegheny Schools and later at the University of Pittsburgh, and 
was a visiting professor at Kutztown University and the University of South Florida. He 
served with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers during the Korean Conflict and received 
an honorable discharge with special commendations in 1957, achieving the rank of first 
lieutenant. 

Clyde has worked with the Paul Getty Trust, Ford, Kellogg, and J.D. Rockefeller III 
foundations. He was appointed by Governor Mark Schweiker and Governor Edward 
Rendell to serve consecutive terms as a board member of the Pennsylvania Council on 
the Arts. He also has served as a member of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission, representing the secretary of education, and as an appointed member of 
the Preservation Pennsylvania board of directors. 

Clyde has been president of the Perry County Council of the Arts, named as a 
Distinguished Fellow of the National Art Education Association and the Pennsylvania Art 
Education Association, and was chair and creator of the Clyde McGeary Aspiring Art 
Educators Scholarship Program. He is a 1985 IUP Distinguished Alumni Award winner 
and received a similar honor from his high school in Springdale. 
 
Currently, Clyde is an EPLC Board Member and is a founder and board director 
emeritus of the Susquehanna Art Museum in Harrisburg. 


