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Dr. Joan Duvall-Flynn is President of the NAACP Pennsylvania State Conference. She 

also currently serves as Education Committee for the State Conference and as president 

of the NAACP’s Media Area Unit.  In addition, Duvall-Flynn chairs the Trauma 

Informed Education Coalition – a group working to inform communities as to the impact 

of emotional and psychological trauma as an impediment to the school performance of 

children who live is such adversity as hunger, homelessness, chaotic environments, and 

all forms of child abuse.  

 

A native of Sandusky, Ohio, Duvall-Flynn completed her undergraduate degree in 

education at Bowling Green State University, holds a Master of Science in Pastoral 

Counseling from Neumann University of Delaware County, Pennsylvania and earned her 

Doctorate of Education in Innovation and Leadership from Wilmington University of 

Delaware.  

 

Dr. Flynn’s work for the Education Committee of the PA State Conference centers on 

monitoring legislation and advocating on behalf of public education. In that capacity, her 

responsibilities include meeting with legislators, writing position papers on proposed 

legislation, and presenting testimony before the House and Senate Education Committees 

as well as other state officials.  She has presented at both national and state conferences 

on topics pertaining to her work. She firmly believes that for children with special needs, 

children who are poor and children of color; the universal public school setting is the 

structure under which they can best be assured their right to a free and appropriate 

education.  

   

A life-long educator, Duvall-Flynn has taught students at all levels - from pre-school 

through graduate school. Her dissertation study examined the impact of advocacy on 

education services to children.  The findings of this research drive and inform her 

commitment to public education and her work for equitable school funding and to 

achieve a "trauma informed education system".  

 

A life member of the NAACP, Dr. Flynn was trained as a social justice advocate through 

the Youth and College Division in the Sandusky , Ohio Branch.  With this Branch, she 

participated in the civil rights work of the sixties; taking political action to open access to 

housing and jobs, and to expand and protect educational opportunities. In 1963 along 

with her sister, Sylvia, she represented her Branch at the August 28, 1963,  March on 

Washington .  
 

   
Joan Duvall-Flynn is married to Dr. J. B. Flynn, Jr. and resides in Glen Mills, PA. She is the 

mother of three children, Julius III, Heather and Jonathan; and the grandmother of two girls, 

Dominique and Skylar Flynn. 


