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Arts and Education Symposium
Sponsors:

NAMM Foundation — nammfoundation.org
Citizens for the Arts in Pennsylvania — citizensfortheartsinpa.org
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association — pmea.net
Pennsylvania Thespians, an affiliate of the Educational Theatre Association — pathespians.org
Progressive Music — progressivemusiccompany.com
Clyde and Barbara McGeary
Ronald Cowell

Exhibitors:
Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance — philaculture.org
Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council — pittsburghartscouncil.org
Pennsylvania Arts Education Network — artseducationpa.org
Pennsylvania Humanities Council — pahumanities.org
Pennsylvania State Association for Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance, Inc. — psahperd.org
Young Audiences New Jersey & Eastern Pennsylvania — yanj-yaep.org
The Education Policy and Leadership Center — eplc.org

ACT 48 Credits

Educators who would like to receive Act 48 credits for participating in Symposium sessions must
complete sign-in sheets located at the front of each plenary and concurrent session room. On each
session sheet, please sign your name and list your Pennsylvania Educator Certification Number. You
must sign in at each session to receive Act 48 Credit.
If you have any questions or concerns, please email Mattie Robinson at robinson@eplc.org after 
the Symposium.
EPLC and the Pennsylvania Arts Education Network extend a special “Thank You” to the Capital Area
Intermediate Unit for providing Act 48 Credits to our educational professionals. For more information
about the Capital Area Intermediate Unit, visit: caiu.org.

Be Involved in the Online Conversation!

Follow @ArtsEducationPa and use the hashtag #ArtsEdPA on twitter to join in a conversation with
EPLC staff and your colleagues about the Symposium.

Also be sure you’re following us on facebook at Pennsylvania Arts Education Network!
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The Artist
EPLC and the Pennsylvania Arts Education Network offer a big “Thank You” to
Jane Gallagher, the student who made the artwork printed on the cover of this
program. Jane is a 2015 graduate of the Academy of Notre Dame de Namur in
Villanova, PA. Framed prints of this artwork will be awarded to Jane and to the
recipients of the 2015 Arts Education School Board Leadership Award and the
2015 Arts Education Policy Leader Award, presented by EPLC and the
Pennsylvania Arts Education Network.

Student Involvement
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Hill Dance Academy Theatre (HDAT)
HDAT is celebrating its 10th year in Pittsburgh’s historic 
Hill Community as an arts education organization developing 
and training children, ages 3 to 17 years of age, in Black dance
traditions, expanding their knowledge about the contributions of
Black dance traditions, while developing emerging dance artists
who will sustain Black dance as an art form in black communities.

Ju.B.Lation Spirit Filled Feet (HDAT Travelling Performers)

Ju.B.Lation: Spirit Filled Feet, is a multi-generational liturgical
dance company that uses sacred dance as the artistic voice 
to celebrate the cultural and spiritual traditions of the Black
church experience. Ju.B.Lation is comprised of students ages 
10 to 17 who perform and provide exposure to Black dance in
Pittsburgh, the region and nation. The company performs at 
many local shows, workshops, churches, arts organizations and
national conferences.

Performances

‘Night Crossing’ & ‘Listen’

Choreographer: James A. Washington, BFA, Point Park Conservatory

In Night Crossing, the long and often dangerous journey of the past for Blacks continues today and the
movement back and forth seeking opportunities symbolizes the search for cultural and history contributions,
dignity, purpose that contributes to today and continues today. In Listen, the movements expand allowing
strong repetitions to speak for itself in years and generations past that we must listen to so that the past informs
the present and future.

Music: “Night Run” by Rene Aubry; “Listen to the Rain” by Evanescence; 
“Part…Tabula Rasa” by Saulua Sondeckis; Chamber Orchestra

Dancers
Sydney Barlow, age 15, sophomore

Oakland Catholic High School
Erika Durden, age 12, seventh grade

Propel Montour Charter School
Kennedy Fitzgerald, age 10, fifth grade

Pittsburgh Dilworth School
Bria Goldsmith, age 15, sophomore

Oakland Catholic High School
Amya Nance, age 15, sophomore

Obama International Studies
Bria Wright, age 12, seventh grade

Obama International Studies
Drew Young, age 12, seventh grade

Sacred Heart Catholic School



5

2015 Arts Education School Board Leadership Award

Bristol Township School Board

2015 Arts Education Policy Leader Award

Clyde Mills McGeary

The Awards

The Bristol Township School Board has been awarded the
2015 Arts Education School Board Leadership Award to
recognize its commitment to sustaining and expanding arts
education in the Bristol Township School District. Several years
ago, Bristol Township school board members began working
with school district teachers to develop a fundraising and
grant-giving non-profit called CREATE (Connecting
Resources, Enriching Arts Through Education). School board
member Earl Bruck and former board member Kathy
Bachman were especially instrumental in developing the
CREATE non-profit.
CREATE has been able to fund grants that total approximately
$10,000 per year. Funds are raised through community social
events and an art auction where local artists, students and
faculty donate artwork. The CREATE grants awarded support
enhancements to the school district’s existing arts programs,

and also enrichment programs for non-art teachers to infuse
arts into their classrooms. 
CREATE also includes a program where each Bristol Township
school has an opportunity to name a student artist, musician or
writer of the month. These students are honored at a monthly
school board meeting, their work hangs in the administrative
building for the month, and they receive a gift card prize. In
addition, in honor of board member Kathy Bachman, who
passed away last spring, a new CREATE Scholarship will be
awarded annually to a graduating high school student who has
displayed exemplary passion and involvement in the arts
during their senior year. 
As another example of commitment to the arts, the district is
currently building three new elementary schools, and is
working with faculty on plans for creating public space for
community murals in each of the new buildings.

The Pennsylvania Arts Education Network established the Arts
Education Policy Leader Award to recognize exceptional
leadership on behalf of arts education by a state-level policy
leader. The Network has awarded the 2015 Arts Education
Policy Leader Award to Clyde Mills McGeary to recognize his
long and distinguished career and his continuing commitment
to arts education for students of all ages.
Clyde McGeary served as chief of the Division of Arts and
Sciences in the Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction in the
Pennsylvania Department of Education from 1975 to 1991.
During that time, he created Pennsylvania’s Governor’s School
of the Arts and the complex of Governor’s Schools of
Excellence, including the schools of science, health care,
business, agriculture, teaching, and international studies. Prior
to his role as Chief of the Division of Arts and Science, he
worked as a fine arts adviser and senior fine arts adviser for the
Pennsylvania Department of Education from 1964 to 1975.
Clyde’s early work with the Educational Television Network
resulted in hundreds of classroom programs on architecture,
environment, music and art for schools and colleges across 
the nation. He has coauthored a series of texts related to
elementary art education. Some of his other publications
underscore the importance of mathematics, science, and
reading to the arts, which is also the subject of many videos 
and films he has produced or narrated.

Clyde taught at North Allegheny Schools and later at the
University of Pittsburgh, and was a visiting professor at
Kutztown University and the University of South Florida. Clyde
has worked with the Paul Getty Trust, Ford, Kellogg, and J.D.
Rockefeller III foundations. He was appointed by Governor
Mark Schweiker and Governor Edward Rendell to serve
consecutive terms as a board member of the Pennsylvania
Council on the Arts. He also has served as a member of the
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, representing
the secretary of education, and as an appointed member of the
Preservation Pennsylvania board of directors.
Clyde has been president of the Perry County Council of the
Arts, named as a Distinguished Fellow of the National Art
Education Association and the Pennsylvania Art Education
Association, and was chair and creator of the Clyde McGeary
Aspiring Art Educators Scholarship Program. He is a 1985 IUP
Distinguished Alumni Award winner and received a similar
honor from his high school in Springdale.
Currently, Clyde is an EPLC Board Member where he has
played a significant role in the Arts Education Initiative and the
Annual Arts and Education Symposium. He also is a member 
of the Steering Committee of the Pennsylvania Arts Education
Network and a founder and board director emeritus of the
Susquehanna Art Museum in Harrisburg. 
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Schedule
Arts and Education Symposium — October 29, 2015

8:00 am Refreshments and Networking — Ballroom Lobby

8:30 am Welcome — Ballroom North

8:35 am Student Performances — Performances by Hill Dance Academy Theatre (HDAT)
— Ballroom North

9:00 am Keynote Speaker — Scott C. Shuler, Ph.D, Past-President, National Association for Music 
Education — Ballroom North

10:00 am Remarks — Mairi Cooper, 2015 Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year and Orchestra Director, 
Fox Chapel Area School District — Ballroom North

10:30 am Break

10:50 am Concurrent sessions
• Finding Your Personal Doorway to Applying the National Core Arts Standards— Keystone D
• Booster Clubs and School District Foundations Support Arts Education — Keystone C
• Private Funders and Arts Education: What Are They Thinking? — Keystone E
• Art Along the North West Lancaster County River Trail — Keystone B

12:00 pm Lunch — Ballroom South

1:00 pm Presentation of Awards — Ballroom North
• 2015 Arts Education Policy Leader Award – Clyde McGeary
• 2015 Arts Education School Board Leadership Award – Bristol Township School Board
• Student Artist, Jane Gallagher

1:15 pm Policy Leader Panel — Moderator: Jenny Hershour, Citizens for the Arts in Pennsylvania — 
Panelists: David Volkman, Executive Deputy Secretary, PA Department of Education,
Philip Horn, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Council on the Arts— Ballroom North

2:30 pm Break

2:50 pm Concurrent sessions 
• PA Data: Why, What and How? — Keystone D
• National Arts Education Update — Keystone C
• Connecting Brain Based Research to Teaching and Learning in the Arts – Keystone E
• Inside Out — Keystone B
• Early Education and the Arts — Keystone A

3:50 pm Break

4:00 pm Concurrent sessions
• Effective Arts Education Advocacy: What’s Your Role? — Keystone D
• Planning to Re-Start Governor’s School for the Arts — Keystone C
• Afterschool/Out-of-School Programs and Arts Education — Keystone E
• PA Theatre and Dance Endorsements: Coming to a College Near You — Keystone B

5:00 pm Adjourn
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10:50 am - 11:50 am

Finding Your Personal Doorway to Applying the National Core Arts Standards: Through dialogue and hands on
activities, participants will discover opportunities for using the core arts standards that are based on your unique role as
an arts teacher, leader or advocate. KEYSTONE D
Speakers: O. David Deitz – Consultant, Pennsylvania Department of Education; Cory Wilkerson – Communications
Co-Chair, National Coalition for Core Arts Standards.

Booster Clubs and School District Foundations Support Arts Education: This session will share information about
how projects and activities initiated by school district booster clubs and district foundations can support and enhance arts
education programs and experiences for students. The growing number of booster clubs and district foundations offer
diverse opportunities to support the arts in K-12 schools. KEYSTONE C
Speakers: Jennifer Weidman Schoener – Executive Director, Upper Darby Arts & Education Foundation;
Representative of the Redlands School District Music Booster Club. 

Private Funders and Arts Education: What Are They Thinking? Funders have long been interested in quality arts
education as part of school reform efforts. What are they funding now and what factors are shaping their thinking about
arts education funding? KEYSTONE E
Speakers: Mac Howison – Senior Program Officer for Catalytic Funding, The Sprout Fund; Hillary Murray –
Program Associate, The William Penn Foundation; Janet Sarbaugh – Senior Program Director, The Heinz Endowments.

Art Along the North West Lancaster County River Trail: A 200-foot mosaic mural, artful benches, and natural
sculptures have been installed along the North West Lancaster County River Trail. Students from the Donegal
Intermediate School District and Lancaster County Youth Intervention Center designed, created and installed 
the art. KEYSTONE B
Speakers: Jamie D. Dunlap – Director of Arts in Education Division, PA Council on the Arts; Kevin Lehman – Founder
and Director, Lancaster Creative Factory; Lori K. Yeich – Recreation and Conservation Manager, Bureau of Recreation
and Conservation, PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. 

2:50 pm - 3:50 pm

PA Data: Why, What and How? Data is the key to reinforce or influence policy decisions in arts and education
curriculum. This panel will provide an overview of other state’s data systems and their successes and challenges and the
context and justification for collecting data. KEYSTONE D
Speakers: Beth Cornell – Retired Fine Arts Advisor, PA Department of Education; O. David Deitz – Consultant, PA
Department of Education; Jamie Kasper – Associate Director, Arts Education Collaborative; Yael Z. Silk – Founder & 
Arts Education Specialist, Silk Strategic Arts LLC.

National Arts Education Update: What is the status of arts education policy and practice across the nation? How are
educational priorities and actions at the federal and state levels likely to impact arts education in Pennsylvania? Join this
interactive session to explore how you can use this knowledge to ensure arts education for all students. KEYSTONE C
Speaker: Scott D. Jones – Senior Associate, Research and Policy, Arts Education Partnership.

Connecting Brain Based Research to Teaching and Learning in the Arts: This session is based on research that
strategically structured arts-based pedagogy can improve cognition, create higher emotional engagement and
strengthen memory. Practical connections for implementing arts learning that connect directly to that which we know
about the brain will be discussed. KEYSTONE E
Speaker: Catherine Richmond-Cullen – Ed.D., Assistant Professor of Education, University of Scranton. 

Concurrent Sessions

continued on next page



Inside Out: Teach the Teachers, a performing arts program, uses peer mentorship in urban schools as the driving force
for participation. Pre professional dancers perform and inspiring students, follow up in mentorship, and create dance
clubs. The program has thrived in middle school as these students are now teaching grade school children and Summer
School. KEYSTONE B
Speaker: Thomas K. Flagg – Director, Terpsichore Management and Co-Founder, Positive Energy Arts Foundation. 

Early Education and the Arts: Arts education should be an integral part of early education experiences for young
children.  Hear more about exemplary programs and available resources.
Speakers: Michelle Figlar – Deputy Secretary, Office of Child Development and Early Learning, PA Departments of
Education and Human Services; Jennifer Ridgway – Process Drama Artist & Teaching Assistant, Lucy School and 
Former Director of Community Engagement, Fulton Theatre. KEYSTONE A

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Effective Arts Education Advocacy: What’s Your Role? Arts education advocacy in the Commonwealth spans 
federal, state, and local policy. Participants will learn about leadership efforts underway at each of these levels, including
local examples of advocacy campaigns, and how to become stronger advocates for arts education. KEYSTONE D
Speakers: Jenny L. Hershour – Managing Director, Citizens for the Arts in Pennsylvania; Arden Kass – Playwright and
Screenwriter; Maud Lyon – President, Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance; Michael Norris – Vice President of External
Relations, Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance; David B. Pankratz – Research & Policy Director, Greater Pittsburgh 
Arts Council. 

Planning to Re-Start Governor’s School for the Arts: This session is an opportunity to share career-shaping stories
about the Governor’s School for the Arts in the past, and your suggestions about the vital components that need to be
included in the Governor’s School in the future. There is still hope to have the PGSA re-started for summer 2016 and this
is an opportunity to shape advice that will be shared with PGSA planners. KEYSTONE C

Afterschool/Out-of-School Programs and Arts Education – Afterschool programs are perfectly situated to enhance
and expand K-12 school arts efforts. Children and youth can explore the arts; learn at their own pace, in multiple locations
and with a variety of instructors. This panel session will demonstrate what is occurring in today’s out-of-school time
settings and how other disciplines can be integrated in student art programs. KEYSTONE E
Speakers: Caroline Allen, Coordinator, PA Statewide Afterschool Youth Development Network; Robert E. Hughes,
Executive Director, Eastern PA Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation; Maureen McGuigan, Deputy Director of 
Arts and Culture at County of Lackawanna, PA.

PA Theatre and Dance Endorsements: Coming to a College Near You: This session will provide an update on the
Dance Education and Theatre Education endorsement process, including answers to questions on what an endorsement
is and is not, and what the next steps will be. KEYSTONE B
Speakers: Gene R. Frank – Ph.D., Artistic Director, Norristown Educational Theatre and PA Representative, American
Alliance for Theatre Education; Linda Woods-Huber – Executive Director, Pennsylvania State Association for Health,
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance, Inc.; Cory Wilkerson – Communications Co-Chair, National Coalition for 
Core Arts Standards.
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Concurrent Sessions (continued from previous page)

A map of the Cenvention Center is located on the back cover.
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Pennsylvania Arts Education Network Policy Agenda
All Pennsylvania students, to succeed in school, work, and life, need creativity, critical thinking, cognition, collaboration, cross-
cultural understanding, and communication skills. The Commonwealth, in order to grow a competitive, innovation-based
economy and foster vibrant, inclusive communities, needs to prepare all students to be successful 21st Century citizens. The
Network advocates for the following policy recommendations which will provide a rigorous arts education for all students.

For more information about the PA Arts Education Network, go to:

1. The Pennsylvania Department of Education should
restore at least one full-time Fine Arts and
Humanities Advisor. This position has been vacant since
2010, but is necessary to support quality arts education
opportunities for all students and support professional
development and technical assistance to educators
across the state and to colleagues within the PDE. 

2. The General Assembly must provide annual state
funding to school districts in 2015-2016 and each
year thereafter in an amount, and distributed
through a formula, that supports the principles of
equity, adequacy, accountability, and predictability.
Because Pennsylvania school districts began each of
the most recent four school years with hundreds of
millions less in state support for student programs and
services than in 2010, arts programs for students have
suffered some of the greatest cutbacks in both
financially struggling and wealthier school districts, with
tens of thousands of students having their arts
education programs diminished, and more threatened
for future years.

3. The Pennsylvania Department of Education should
at least annually inform all school districts that they
may use Title I and Title II funds to support arts
education projects that achieve Title I and Title II
goals. This interpretation of federal policy is supported
by U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan in
repeated correspondence since 2009 to the education
community, and can make available important funding
flexibility to enable districts to support arts education
opportunities for students.

4. The Department of Education should establish, and
the General Assembly should support, a statewide
Arts Education Data System. Such a system should
be integrated with other reporting requirements for
school entities, report annually on the status, quality
and equity of arts education programs and
opportunities for K-12 students, and be available for use

by policymakers, educators and the public as a guide
for accountable, data-informed decision-making.

5. State policymakers should reestablish the
Governor’s School for the Arts, which was canceled
as a result of state budget cuts in 2009. For thirty
years, the Governor’s School exemplified Pennsylvania’s
leadership in arts education and provided over 10,000
young people with extraordinary opportunities to
develop their artistic talents, intellects, self-confidence,
and leadership.

6. The Pennsylvania Department of Education should
develop endorsements to be added to other
teaching certificates for teachers of dance and
theatre. Because students are expected to achieve
state standards in both dance and theatre, it is logical
that the state would have teacher certification in those
subjects. Since it does not, and there is currently an
add-on certification procedure (endorsement) in place
that allows teachers in some other subject areas to add
other content areas to their existing certificates, this
procedure should be adopted for dance and theatre.
Teachers obtaining an endorsement would then be
assured of having some level of preparation that would
increase their teaching skills in dance and theatre.

7. All school districts should require at least one high
school credit in the arts as a graduation
requirement. Under Pennsylvania’s standards-based
graduation requirements, the state does not specify
which credit-bearing courses students must pass in
order to graduate from high school, but school districts
are empowered to do so. Many, but not all, districts
already have such a requirement. Arts courses are
particularly useful in helping students develop 21st

Century Skills of creativity, critical thinking,
collaboration, and communication, as well as increasing
the odds for students to stay enrolled in school and
remain engaged in their school community. This course
must be aligned to the state standards.

ArtsEducationPA.org Pennsylvania
ArtsEducationNetwork

@ArtsEducationPA
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Background of EPLC
The Education Policy and Leadership Center was established in 1998 as a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation. 
The Center has offices in Harrisburg, PA and began to operate on a full-time basis in January 1999. The corporation
is governed by a board of directors that includes members who have significant experience with education 
policy, government and not-for-profit organizations. The Center conducts its policy and leadership programs in 
cooperation with numerous local, statewide and national organizations. 

Mission of EPLC
The Mission of The Education Policy and Leadership Center is to encourage and support the development and
implementation of effective state-level education policies to improve student learning in grades P-12, increase the
effective operation of schools, and enhance educational opportunities for citizens of all ages.

Education Policy Goals of EPLC
Embedded in all of the activities of The Education Policy and Leadership Center is attention to EPLC’s key 
education policy goals. All of the Center’s work is focused to develop public policies and leaders that will advance
the following six education policy goals:

1. Improve the academic success of all students by strengthening standards-based reforms, including assessments
and accountability measures.

2. Establish and maintain in Pennsylvania a statewide education finance system based upon principles of adequacy,
equity, accountability, efficiency and predictability.

3. Build effective educational capacity to support learning by all students, with special emphasis on the need to
ensure a qualified and highly effective teacher in every classroom at all times.

4. Ensure that all Pennsylvania school districts and every school shall have school leaders who will promote and
support high achievement for all students through effective instructional leadership, school management and
governance.

5. Ensure that every young child in Pennsylvania shall have access to high-quality early education programs 
including pre-school and full-day kindergarten.

6. Ensure that all citizens of all ages shall have practical financial and physical access to a rich range of 
post-secondary educational opportunities.

Three Core Strategies of EPLC 
EPLC has developed and implements three discrete but complementary core strategies to support its mission. 
These three strategies are to: 
Strategy #1 – Information Link relevant and reliable research and other information to state-level education 
policymakers and others and to provide assistance with policy analysis and policy development.
Strategy #2 – Leadership Development Develop awareness and capacity among policymakers, educators and
community leaders to serve as advocates and champions for significant education policy issues.
Strategy #3 – Public Advocacy Promote a public climate that expects and holds policymakers accountable to
advocate, adopt and implement effective policies that advance significant education goals. 

eplc The Education Policy and Leadership Center

About EPLC
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2015 EPLC Policy Activities/Events
• Pennsylvania School Funding Project
• Arts and Education Initiative and Pennsylvania Arts Education Network
• Teacher Recruitment and Retention Project 
• Career and Technical Education Project
• Monthly “Focus on Education” Show on Pennsylvania Cable Network (PCN) 
• Regional Policy Forums in Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, State College, and Philadelphia
• 5th Annual Arts and Education Symposium — October 29, 2015

2015 EPLC Leadership Programs
• Pennsylvania Education Policy Fellowship Program (EPFP)
• Parent and Community Leadership Institute (PCLI) Workshops offered regionally
• Public Policy Advocacy Institute — workshops and materials to build individual and organizational 

capacity for effective public policy advocacy 
• Regional Education Issues Workshops for 2015 Legislative Candidates
• Planning 2016 Regional Education Issues Workshops for 2016 Legislative Candidates

EPLC Publications and Information Resources
• EPLC website, Facebook page, and Twitter feed
• EPLC Education Notebook (tracks policy activity in Harrisburg)
• Web-Based Education Policy Information Clearinghouse
• Policy Briefs on selected topics
• “On Demand” Webinars 
• Special Reports — Creating Pennsylvania’s Future Through the Arts and Education (2012); 

Costing-Out Studies Across the Nation (2007); The Condition of Higher Education in Pennsylvania (2006); 
Strengthening School Leadership (2006); Strengthening the Work of School Boards In Pennsylvania (2004); 
Teacher Quality and Supply (2003)

EPLC Provides Technical Assistance and Speakers
EPLC, upon request, will provide confidential policy analysis and policy development assistance to public agencies
and state policymakers. The Center also will provide technical assistance to organizations, including consultation and
facilitation services, for strategic planning and special projects and events. EPLC speakers are available to provide
presentations about a broad range of education policy subjects to school district workshops, community forums, as
well as conferences for education and non-education organizations.

EPLC as a Partner
EPLC frequently supports the work of other organizations by providing a speaker and materials for 
conferences and other programs. EPLC also welcomes opportunities to collaborate with other organizations in pur-
suit of mutual education policy objectives. These partners include a broad range of local, regional, state, and
national organizations.

For additional information about EPLC, please go to: eplc.org.

About EPLC
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